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ou.i livarts, wc wiîl get up a concert or a slîwo,o adv~ance
the cause, and give as excuse tlîat tlîe people Il iiit
have something for Ilîcir nioney." Could .înything
more emplîatically condemn modern iethods of Clinrel
finance ?

"THE RUIN 0F INDIA"1 BV BRIriSH RULE.
S. il Kra.A)4 .. , Lt.. 1
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Professor Des Islets strangely regards the railways
of India not as wvoïks of enlightened beneficence, but as
only another illustration of the insatiate greed o! the
B3ritish Government. They act, he tells us, "las immerice
siphons to drain the resources ot the country towards
England." The truth, again, is tie exact opposite.
Even with the vast irrigation sysîem, excepî for the rail-
ways little could be done to mitigate famine, simply for
lack of transportation. Even since I first came to Indin,
in 1865, Ihere have been severe local famines wbich, had
there only been railways in the affccted districts, might
have been immensely liglitened through the pronîpt

importation of food-grains from more favored districts.
I remember being miany years ago very much impressed
with the blessing of these railways consîructed by the
B3ritishî Government in mitigating the severity o! famine.
There wvas famine at that time in the province o! Tirhut,
where the rains had faiîed the previous year ; and from
my bungalow, which was near tue great railway bridge
by which thie East Indian Railway crosses the Jumna at
Allahabad, 1 saw day after day and week zifter week, as
it were, an almost constant procession o! long freight
trains carrying grain from the more fortunate Panjab,
1,200 miles and more away, 10, the starvang people o!
Tirhut. And yet the professor can only see in the rail-
ways of India another evidence of the greedy tyraunn of
Ets British rulers, and despite tens of thousands of miles
of these railways and irrigation canaIs be can write:
IlThe famine in India is a famine of whicb the English
are the cause."

But what he calîs "a proof of this "10o one who knows
anything o! India is, if possible, more astounding than
the original assertion ; namcly, that Ilthe great native
vassal stPtes with 5o,ooo,ooo of population, do not suifer
from famine." I neyer heard such a statemnent made
before, and no wonder, for it as utterly incorrect. Given
the saine conditions of soit and climate, the native states
suifer from i'amine precisely as do the contiguous British
districts. But illustrations of the assertion are ventur2d.
The native state of Travancore is instanced, amGng
others, as a state where famine is unknown, although in
exactly the samne climatie conditions as the British
territory which is contiguous." This is a mistake in
physical geography. The climatic conditions in Travan-
core are diametrically opposite to those in the
contiguous British territory. Lying as it does on tlie
extreme southwest coast of India, wvith tbc range of
the Ghats rising several thousand feet behind it, what-
laver wvatery vapor ccmes from the Iniiian ocean is pre.
cipitated at once oni this truly favared province. On
the other baud, let oie cross Ibis bigh range, a distance
o! less than a hundrcd miles, be cornes ont int a
country which suffers from; almost cantinual scarcity of
rain. The Ghats, which arrest the rain clouds and pour
their contents down on Travancore, except the monsoon
be very strong, allow alrnost no clouds t0 pass into the
interior British province. Yet even here the Madras
Govetnment, by a magnîficent effort of engineering
skill, tunnelling the mounitain range, has waîbin a year
or two conducted the water !rom a river in Travancore
State into the dry districts within the Gbats, and is
thus again, as so efîcai before in India, literally making
"the desert to blosscm as the rose." Only last winîer
Iwas in that part o! India, but 1 did not learu that any

one in those parts regarded this as a new instance of
Ilfrightful oppression," even though revenues derived
!rom the people were takiea and used for Ibis purpose.

THE FAMINE.

Indeed, the assertion that the independent native states
of India do not suifer frorti famine is utterly prc8îosterous.
Only within a fcw days 1 have had word, tbrough two >oung
missionary ladies laboring in Brt.ttsh tcrritory near the
frontier of the ndependent Statu o! Reiva, bliat althougli the
famine has bcen terrible where tlicy are, y'cî it as far worse

across the line in Reiva, wherc next to îîothing is being (loue.
in conmparison, for the starving ; and thit thousands are
crowding icross the frontier into B3ritish territory wherc tliey
knowv that at trust ail wiII bc donc that is possible ta ke1>
thei froni dying. In onc of the inost powerful and best-
governied of thc indcpetident states,1 Rajp)ut.inar, which 1
have vîsitcd, I couild show Proressor Decs Islcts large
inissionary orphanages ivhich wcrc first filcd with children
%whose parents perisbcd in a fearfuil famine wvbich occurred,
in that great native state during the early years of n'.y rcsi-
dence in Indiz.

T1hi s assertion as to tlie notn*occurrence of famines in
Uic vassal native states was so extraordinary that 1 ai onice
wrote rcgarding it to, a missionary friend w1îo bas long
Iabored in Indore, which is aniother of tic states mcntioned
by tie professor as an illustration of lus statement as to the
comparatively better condition of the people under native
rule. Thiis brother is a mnember or the Central India
Famine Relief Conîmittec, zt':i so 1 askctu the benefit of his
own extensive observations. 1 quote from his tter of
reply at some length. 1lc writcs :

l is truc that wc have neyer liad any famine in this
part of M,\alwa, but tlîe sane is truc of the contiguous British
tcrritory, and it is due tiot to Maharaja Hoîkar, but on the
mcrcy of a miuch bighcer Maharaja, who in mercy sends rains
regularly, and has given a rich soit. It is ot truc that there
have been îîo famines i the native states. Invariably,
whcnever there is any scarcity of rain, it is felt in the native
states of I3undclkhand and l3aghelkhand, and this ycar it
ha., be.-n very bad in tliose States in the immediate vicinit-,
o! Indore ; almost cvcry native state of Central India bas
been afrccted this year. A journey througli the native states
of Bhopal, Gwalior, would have slîown how terrible was the
condition of tlîe people everywhere. Morcover, where
B3ritish officiais had charge of famine relief, it was much
more carcftîlly adrninistered. 1 visited both the Central
Britishî Provinces and Uic native States. and saw enough to,
convince me that tdicre was no comparison as to the methods
of the latteras conîpared with those of tic Britishu olffcials.

*..Thc statement to wvhicli y:)u refer as to, the condit.fn
of the people in the native States, that îlîcy are Il îuch less
wretcbed, etc.," has been made by somne one who knows
nothing about tlîer. The différence bcîween the native
and the Eritisli rule is this, that in the native states they
take aIl they can lay tlieir fingers on, whereas in British
territory tlie government taices a ixcd sum, and Icayes the
rest. %Vhcerc the British government takes Rs. 3 for land,
for çimijiar land Hoîkar of Indore takes Rs. 5, etc., etc."

I could mîultiplý testimony of this kind indeflnitely, but
1 trust thic will sulffce. On this point, again, the professor's
authoritics, whaevcr îlîcy were, have gross>y mislcd hita.
So far is it froin being truc that, as he tells bis readers, "aU
this is thorouglîly known to Lord Salisbury, the Duke of
Devonshire and other members ot the Britishi Cabinet,"
that even we who live in laîdia and have gone around every-
where arnong the people for years do not know it, any more
than we know wbat wve are olsewberc told, that "as a matter
of fact, famine is permanent in British India !

It is, indced, truc thaI a very large proportion o! the
people are distressingly poor; but thert, is only one sense
iu wlîich it can bu said with unqualified truth that this is
duc to the Blritish domination. India is cnormously over-
populated. In the (;anges vallcy the population ranges
froni 500 to 700 to, the square mile. Before tic British
rule began almost incessant wars bclped to, kccp the popu-
lation down, and when famine or choiecra or deadiy fever
wvould sweep through the country the native rulers as a roIe
did nothing to, save life, millions perished and the congestion
was rclieved. But now it is différent. '1'le Ilax Brittanica
lias now long rulcd -. intestine wars are at an end.

If choIera appear the govcrnment immediatcly, so far
as it hias tlie mnen availale, scnds its physicians to deal with
the epidenîle, disinfects wells, etc., and distributes cvery-
wherc gratis or at a nominal prire, the best remedies ; and
s0 epiidemics arc arrested or linîitcd, and mortality reduced.
Only lately, the governmeîîit, whtch bas establisîîed in South
India ciicliona plantations on a large scale, lias ordercd
tlîat quinine bc kcpt in tlîe country post.oflices and distri.
biuted by the post masters to the poor villagers at a trifl!ng
jpricc. l'us, again, the governinent is secking on an
enormous scalc to reduce tbc mortality froan nialarial rêver,
wlîich cvery yeat lis greater îlîan that f rom choIera. Again,
wlîcn tue raitis fait and famine comcs, taxes are reinitted by
the hundred îlîousands, and British officiaIs are sent into
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