
Betweenz Two Loves. 6

At flrst, the wicked injustice 6f the wboie schemel for bis,
ruin aimost made bimi insane. Hie wvent about his miii like a
baited wild beast; there were hours when even Ben Holden
kept out of bis way. Ail the worst points of Jonathan's
character were developed by such an oxkieal, for he had. a
distinct under-consciousness that .it xvas of his own bringingoxi;
that he had .wiifuiiy taken a bad road; and that just so long
as he chose to pursue it, ho need not expeet to meet with any
good.

Hie saw the business of which ho wvas se proud, which he had
buiit up by years -of industry and prudence, decreasing day by
day. No amount of skill or intelligence or caution could avert.
its decay. Hie ioved bis money.. Every shilling of it had been
bonestly made, and wa-s a testimony to bis integrity. Hie feit
keenly that hé was being "rogiued out of Y'- with a slow, im-
placable persistence that i. could neither resist nor escape. AUl
bis iife's labour was going at a sacrifice, and bis foes bid them-
selves behînd the bulwark of tbe iaw, and fromn that vantage-
ground baited. bim into an agony of imprudent struggles against
the iniquity of their injustice.

In a very short timýe after the Iawsuit began it usurped
every f acuity and feeling of Jonathan's nature, fie had no
time for anything but the unnatuýai fight upon which be bad
entered. fie resigned bis management of the chapel affairs,
and soon became irregular in ail those public religlious duties
wbich bad once been sucb a delight to bim. Ben watcbed the

miiwith a vigilant eye, but in spite of every effort the number
of iooms at work gradually decreased. Jonathan could not bear
to see it, and he seidom went through the weaving-sheds.

Even the sympatby of bis CC hands," manifesting itself in a
subdu.ed manner, or by a more marked respect, burt hirn.
Besides, Sarah's face wvas a reproach be could. not meet. In. a
nioment's passion he had taken bis daughterhome-and espoused
ber quarrel, and be quickly understood that, by the act be bad
put another barrier between Sarah and bimseif. In ail bis sub-
sequent proceedings hebhad also sacrificed ber to the evil pas-
sions whicb were eating bis own heart and substance away. As
time went on ho avoideci ber aitogether. fie had. a dira kind
of perception that Steve was doing very badiy, but be did. not
feel as if be bad. either tbe right or the, inclination to interfere
again in bis affairs. One day Ben fiolden began to speak of
bira and he stopped the subject witb a few curt words.

"Lot Steve Benson alone, I say. Wbon be works, pay hlm.
Wben bes idle, 'dock' him. 'We are both oîng to, min about
as fust as we can; 'oniy ho tak's one way, and I tak' another."

-If ta knows tbou art going to ruin, for God's sake stop>
Jonathan." 'f ' 'lbn

«Nay, I'm in for u' fglnt, MIh n tiil t' last moment.
Does ta think I'd back ont of any fight ? Fmrn not that kind.
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