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would soon perishi. An excellent
spring of water often determined
the halting-place of travellers, and
hience the site of a village or city.
In oui' journeyings through Pales-
tine one of our first considerations
in sclecting a camp was, of course,
the presence of water for our horses
and oulrselves.

To protect the water f romn impur-
ity the wvell was often covered wvith
a broad and heavy stone, wvhich
mnust be rexnoved befox'e the flocks
could be w'atered. This frequently

required the efforts of several mnen.
See- Genesis xxix. 3 and 8. This
stone was sometimes secured wvith a
seal formed in dlay. Near the pools
of Solomon I visited the ideutical
spring, !n a subterranean chaxnber
reachied by several steps, supposed to
be referred to as the cispring shut up,
the founitain sealed.' Canit. iv. 12.

tgSuch sealed wells w'ere reserved,"
says Dr. Thoînpson, ctill a tine of
greatest need, when ai l otheî' sources
of supply hiad failed' This inay illus-
trate the pýassage in Zcchariah, "cIn
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