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Auculogy Was COuswueitu, LOL ¥O very
lung ago, W ve e queen ui BUICLCES, Gud
PUuusupuy Was Iookeu UpOl Bs UeE Laud:
i, Oulue antan Luat wus was tue
Cdse 10 Lue uark Miudies aAges, DUL tuat
Lde speil was Lroken wien toe hwrorma-
vl vl e sawen WMHIL eswwn el
upon the mdividual the riguv of private
Judgens,  dune posiuvists of our aay
have decreed tnat tne days of theology anu
bolosopny ure gone by, never o seturn
“gaill, auce A€, Datural
Lus taken the reins in hand. ‘Lhe so-called
€XaClL scieuces are in thewr totality ana
umity tue queen of sciences, or rather the
Ouly science, worthy of the name. ‘Lheo-
logy, thereiore, 18 at a discount in many
Carcies, and tobe intiuence of pubue opumon
15 w0 slrong that there are only a lew
Voices heard in tavor of the negiected and
ignured Linderella among the sciences.

A our moderns were correct in their
Judgment, theoiogy would be indeed a
supertivous luxury, and the sooner and the
wore completely we would get nd of it,
tue better it would be tor tne world, Ut
course, among religious people only a few
are found who are willing to go tne whole
Jengiu of modern thougut. Must or them,
WUo lavor a p b hig
and science, halt in the middle of the road.
Ev.numqmwﬂhn‘wncnnutm,
logy to the Moloch of our age, they want
to save religion and to remove theology to
@ shug litie room in the attic, woere it
can do no mischief. More of religion, they
say, and less of theology.

This is & strange position to take in our
age. Is there everywhere so much theo-
logy that we have to defend ourselves
against its pernicious influence? Are we
signing and groaning under the despotic
rule of a new acholasticism? Is there
r-uynnup-nbunduuolthoohcinm
churches? I can easily imagine that a
Spenser or a Francke, a Wesley and a
Whitfield, in times of spiritual dearth, cry
out against a stirile intelk li but I

Holy Scriptures are the message; the ser-
mon is the interpretation of it. To preach
without a message is to bake bread with-
out flour, or to feed the multitude without
loaves and fishes.

Theology a superfluous luxury? Popular
theology—i. e., the knowledge of the truth
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and formu-
lated in our catechism, confession of faith
and canons of Dordrecht—is necessary for
every church member; and the study of
scientific theology is an absolute condition
of a pastor’s genuine success. If pew and

Oneolt.hpuulﬁnclhlmcm" to a
race of beings that think, seems to be the
liability to think wrong. Ours is & race
that is more or less easily “fooled.” It is
nocvuym.ylimhqtomvihlo

pulpit are remiss in the duty of acquiring
knowledge, both will sink down to the level
of Roman Catholic implicit faith. And
this would be a calamity indeed.

THE FEAR OF DEATH,
By M. Kennedy, Pergus.

The wir of mysiery which wost of us
assume when we speak about the great
change that marks the bound of our mortal
progress has engendered a kind of terror
that makes ordinary people shudder at the
mention of death. We are glad enough
to enjoy the beautiful things ot lie. ‘e
welcome the sun, the promuse of spring,
the glory of strength, and yet we trembie
at the grand benencent close which rounds
off our earthly strivings. Why 1s this so?
1f men would only be content to let their
minds play freely around all the facts that
concern our entrance, our progress, our
existence, then death would cease to be
such a terror. Kven in familiar conver-

it? was the answer, with an almost boyish

laugh. “Why, if you'd give me a piece of
and fifteen minutes to talk, I'd

sell it to somebody.” That man

sents the extreme, to be sure, and fortu-

nately he is not typical of the bulk of the

men who conduct our business, practise our

professions, and write our literature.

But far worse than this is the

to which we are constantly subjected in

the moral and mental sphere. How many

men and women do we know who are not

one-sided in their ideas and standards, lay-

iut?omuhnmupnthhorthn,ud

sation one cannot but notice the
made to paraphrase the word which should
come naturally to the lips of all mortals.
1t is wrong to think with terror and abhor-
rence of the close of life; for the same
being that gave us this thrilling rapture
of consciousness, bestows the boon of rest
upon the temple of the soul.

We should not like to see men exhibit
the recklessness of the bravo, nor women
the abandonment of the Amazon. We only
care to see our fellow-men rise above pet-
tiness, so that they may accept all God's

cannot see that there is any occastonsin
Christian circles for such an attitude to-
wards theology just mow. We ainly

with unvarying gratitude and
say, “My Master will lay me aside and use
some other instrument when I have ful-

are not under the thumb of an unreason-
able orthodoxy; theology in its traditional
form has been muzzled for many years.
The i about theological

religion
become in many circles a sentiment which
finds its utterance in religious entertain-
ment and work. Church life is overburd-
ened with extraneous matter, while theo-
logy is blackballed. What is more in har-
mony with religion, & course in popular
theology or the organization of an ecclesi-
astical baseball nine? It is true, however,
that many of the

filled His purpose.

Hillion.uponmillionhnpnmdlm
and now know all things; the cessation of
human life is as common and natural as
the drawing of our breath. The one who
flaunts his breggart defiance before the

ingly nges our 80
that they will sometimes fall prone. We
are deceived by judging
few things that our own experience has

noble thought of the mighty apostle, “Oh,
Death, where is they sting
where is uu.viotory?" Life will never be

th his blood.
wmmmmm

a scheme that will rob thousands of their
Suings; und someviere o miaguided e

and calling it religion, and men and women

Oh, grave, are believing him. Most of these think
thoymdoln.thrlchttun‘,ud-d

one is deceived by the cunning of sin.

giant mistake that we all make is
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