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THEOLOGY, A SUPERFLUOUS 

LUXURY.
By Prof. Nienoiaa M. btetfens, D.D.

prefer. The doctrines end maxims of the THE ANTIDOTE FOR CUMnmna 
Holy Scriptures are the message; the eer- ,, , lL
mon is the interpretation of it. To preach Vn*.°* the P?naIutM of belonging to a 
without a message is to bake bread with- i*?,? think, seems to be the
out flour, or to feed the multitude without ^b“lty to tbmk, wronS- Ours is a race 
loavee and fishes. th*1 “ more or easily “fooled." It is

Theology a superfluous luxury! Popular “v ve*y complimentary to our wits to 
theology—i. e., the knowledge of the truth acknowledge it, but, after all, every man 
revealed in the Holy Scripture* and formu- „ , w * mi»take in judgment, who
lated in our catechism, confession of faith , ,*? low: d<T *° h®cauee he has been
and canons of Dordrecht—is necessary for l0*r7 ,or de**lved- Something was con-
every church member; and the study of *?r®T .“°m. h*®» he thought he was 
scientific theology is an absolute condition a rlght when actually he 
of a pastor’s genuine success. If pew and f.. ,
pulpit are remiss in the duty of acquiring 16 “ astonishing how cunning______
knowledge, both will sink down to the level J*'"• Feeder of their subtlety is
of Roman Catholic implicit faith. And eVaie<\by lbe eaee and regularity with
this would be a calamity indeed. whlch th«y find victims. "I have been off

>n -------- selling some mining stock,” said
one of those extra clever fellows to a friend 

Bv w . -, ™ inquired where he had been. “And
By M. Kennedy, Fergus. did you sell it?” was the question. “Sell

Iho air ut wysiery wmeu most ol us it?” was the answer, with an almost boykh
aiMume when we speak about tne great laugh. “Why, if you’d give n,e a pie^Tf
change that marks the bound ot our morial blue sky and fifteen minutes to talk I’d
progress has engendered a kind oi terror seU it to somebody.” That man rénre-
tnat makes ordinary people shudder at the Bents the extreme, to be sure and fortu-
mention of death. We are glad enough nately he is not typical of the bulk of the 
to enjoy the beautiful things of hie. >v e men who conduct our business, practise
welcome the sun, the promise of spring, professions, and write our literature
the glory of strength, and yet we tremble But far worse than this is the cunning 
at the grand beneficent close which rounds to which we are constantly subjected in
off our earthly strivings. Why is this sol the moral and mental sphere. How many
If men would only be content to let their men and women do we know who are not
mind* play freely around ail the facts that one-sided in their ideas and standards, lay
concern our entrance, our progress, our ing too much stress upon this or that’ and
existence, then death would cease to be too little upon something else? Not one
such a terror. Even in lauuliar couver or us is free from the danger of a biasing 
sation one cannot but notice the attempts which cunningly unhinges our judgments so
made to paraphrase the word which should that they will sometimes fall prone. We
come naturally to the bps of all mortals, are deceived by judging everything by the 
It is wrong to think with terror and abhor- f*w things that our own experience has
rence of the dose of life; for the same brought us. Every man who makes broad
being that gave us this thrilling rapture conclusions on narrow evidence deceives
of consciousness, bestows the boon of rest himself; his pride binds his eyre and he
upon the temple of the soul. does not know it. Every man who makes

We should not like to see men exhibit a mistake is deceived by something, al- 
the recklessness of the bravo, nor women though often it is not easily acknowledged, 
the abandonment of the Amazon. We only *% The whole human race is deceived by 
care to see our fellow-men rise above pet- *in. and suffers in consequence. Some are 
tineas, so that they may accept all God's «eeking happiness by drinking poisons 
ordinances with unvarying gratitude and others by gambling; some men are looking 
■ay, "My Master will lay me aside and use into the eyes of the woman whose feet take

other instrument when 1 have ful- hold of hell; some pure girl is listening to
filled His purpose.” the entreaties of a man who, if she en-

Millions upon millions have passed away trusta her life to him, will lead her to a
and now know all things; the cessation of hfe of misery. In China a mother is
human life i» as common and natural aa maiming her daughter’s feet for fashion; in
the drawing of our breath. The one who Jndia a poor woman is making hereelf
flaunts his braggart defiance before the Poorer still to buy presents for big wooden
eyes of men is worthy only of scorn, but doUa «he calls her gods. In Africa a____
the soul that humbly bows and accepta *■ torturing his captured enemy to death
death as thankfully aa life is worthy of and smearing himself with his blood. In
our admiration. We can do no good by Christian America two men are pi«—»j»g
nourishing fears, by shirking the bare a scheme that will rob thousands of their
facts of life, so let us joyfully, trustfully earnings; and somewhere a misguided en-
look our fate in the face and echo the thusiast is talking philosophical nonsense
noble thought of the mighty apoetle, "Oh, and calling it religion, and men and women
Death, where is they sting? Oh, grave, are believing him. Most of these think
where is the victory?” Life will never be they are doing the right thing, and each
the joyous pilgrimage that it ought to be one is deceived by the cunning of sin.
until we have learned to crush our doubts, The giant mistake that we all j. 
our terrors and regard the beautiful sleep in conceitedly thinking that we are strong

hoi, and Suing reward, only to be enough to recogniie and defeat onr temp-
rightly enjoyed by three who live purely, tarions. Aa a matter of fact, all too often
righteously and helpfully in the eight of we are not even conscious that we are be-
God and man. ing tempted. The enemy of our souk in-

... **nds to blind the real moral issue, and he
Miss hymen*, a well-known philanthrop- « more cunning at concealing the truth 

ie lady m Dundee, has given £1,000 to- than the sharpest sharper who 
wards providing better accommodation out of Wall street looking for prev. 
for nurses and servants at Dundee Victo- Conscientiously we try to avoid what is 
na Hospital. wrong; and the enemy usee our own brains

There grows In the grounds at Holm- £° convince ue that we are right! Perhaps 
foot, Langholm, one of the oldest and Jf* wUI do wrong deliberately and coolly; 
one of the finest specimens of that Cali- “ie most frequent sins are not three that 
fornian forest giant, the Wellingtonia, are «ntered into deliberately. Every time 
that there ie to be found in the kingdom. we bave watched, and have been deceived 
_ A etK?d many People eeem to have mis- ■urPrised; we did not expect it, we’
taken the simple life for the silly life. were deceived. And every one of us
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