
and dircAing them with eafe and fafecy. Sculls and oari were
the only inftrttments that occurred to them for fome time. It

maft have been long before they thought of adding the helm.
The ancients imagined* that it was the fins of fiihet which firft

fuffgefted the idea of oars, and that the hint of the helm was
taken from obferving how birds direft their flight by their

tails. The fliape of (hips, excepting the fails, fcems to me to

be copied from that of £(bes. What the fins and tail are to

<i(hes, that the oars and helm art to (hips. But thefe are only
conjeAures more or lefs probable, and not worth examining to

the bottom.

The ad^ion of the wind, whofe eflfeAs are fo fenfible and fo

frequent, might foon fugged the ofeof fails. But the manner
of adjufling and managing them was more difilcult, and would
not be fo foon difcovered. This, I am perfuaded, was (he

very laft part of the conftruftion of fhips which was found out.

I am confirmed in this opinion, by the pra6lice of the favages

and other rude nations, who make ufe only of oars, but have
no fails. It would be the fame in the firft agei . The iirft na-

vigator! only coailed, fcnd cautioufly avoided lofing fight of

land. In fuch circumftances, fails would be more dangerous

than nfeful. It required the experience of feveral ages to

teach navigators the art ofemploying the wind \r. the direction

of ihips.

Ifwe believe, however, the ancient traditions of the Egyp.
tians, this art of ufing the wind by means of maftt and (ails,

was exceeding ancient. They give the honour of this difco-

very to Ifis. But over and above the little credit wliich is due
to the greated part of the hiftory of that Princefs, we (hall fee

by and by, that this difcovery cannot be afcribed to the Egyp-
tians.

Men mud foon have endeavoured to (ind out fome method
of ftopping (hips at fea, and keeping them firm at their moor-
ings. They would at Attt make ufe of various expedients for

this purpofe, fuch as large ftones, hampers or fackt full offand
or other heavy bodies. Thefe they fixed to ropes, and threw

into the fea. Thefe methods would be fufficient in the firft

ages, when the vefTels they ufed were only fmall tc light barks.

But at navigation improved, and larger (hips were builtffome

other machine became neeefTary. We know not at what

time, or by whom the anchor, that machine at once fo (imple

and fo admirable, was invented. We find nothing certain on
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