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The arms race we are here to stop is a symptom of the insecurity of nations. But it is
more than that — it is a latent source of world catastrophe.

That is why this special session has been called together. It is the first major assize on
disarmament to have been held since the end of the Second World War. We must not
allow the opportunity to pass without putting our imprint on the course of events.
We cannot expect to settle all the issues in our deliberations. We shall certainly not
settle them by producing paper.

What we must try to achieve is a reasonable consensus on broad objectives and on a
plan of action for the next few years. |f we can do that, if we can hold out hope that
the arms race can be reversed, we shall have taken a significant step towards the better
ordering of the affairs of our planet.
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