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. Cane's Potcas Hild Thwo Rilwys Feien Vil

Affording Means of Withdrawing Forces
Safely Should Removal Become Necessary
~=+Russians also Maintaining Their Positions
Westward Towards Orani. :

Petrograd, Sept. 17, via London—
War pﬁ'Ico advices state that “Vilna
wan b¢ held as long as may be required
by the strategic eituation on that
‘frontt® .

It is not the purpose of the Russian
wtaff, however, to defend Vilna at all
ycosts, but “only so long as the presence
yof an army there does not inspire
‘\alarm.”

The Russian forces at that point do
imot appear to be in immediate danger,
ngiwithstanding the fact that the Ger.
in operations flanking Vilna have
¥ n carrieq forward further and that
+German cavalry is driving for the
railway between Molodechno and Po-
lotsk. This railroad parallels the Vil-
na-Dvinsk line, about 75 miles east-
ward. The two railways running south
‘and southeast from Vilna are still
held by the Russians, affording a
means of withdrawing the forces at
Nilna should it become necessary.

The situation in that region is de-
scribeq as favorable. German cavalry
holds a front 115 to 120 miles long,
in the form of a great bow bending
east,

The German cavalry 1is pushing
along the railway from Svientsiany to
Gluboko, which extends to within a
few miles of the Molodeschna-Polotsk
line. The invaders are spreading out
on both sides of this road and are at-
tempting to cut the Molodechna-Po-

o

LI PASSING
THROUGH CORNER
* OF HADES

&g‘itish soldier describes
‘innning ga'imtlet of Ger-
man shell fire while pass-
ing threugh Ypres with
“transport Wagons.

Following is part of an interesting
letter written by an English soldier in
the press section of Belgium to a Bos-
ton relative:

As it will be some time before you
get this I am not committing any
breach of faith in mentioning names
of places, but the next move was
made to Lonnebake, which you may
possible know was the extremity of
the Ypres salient.

At this time we stayed in Ypres
while out of the trenches, and I re-
mained there with such stores as I
had and the whole of the regimental
transport until the powers that be de-
cided that the place was untenable.

pres was simply chock full of spies,

t the peaceful inhabitants that re-
mained had become so accustomed to
shells falling in the town that they
apparently decided to remain and
trust to luck.

However, one day the shells started
coming over thick and fast, and I
sshall always remember the look of
terror on the faces of women and chil-
dren and elderly men as they ran for
their lives. I happened to be waiting
at an engineer store with wagons be-
4ng loaded with trench stores (barbed
wire, sandbags, etc.) when among oth-
ers a woman and a old man came
along crying with fear and endeavor-
ed without success to get into the cel-
lar of the building I was at.

Thinking it was their own house, I
broke open the door to let them get
in, only to find it was a store the R.
vE. were using for explosives, so I im-
mediately hustled them off to another
place of comparative safety.

German Shells Rain on Ypres

Shortly after that we had to move
our stores and transport to a place
some miles back called Poperinghe,
and from there I had to make a jour-
ney nightly to Lonnebeke, about 12
miles from Poperinghe. This necessi-
tated my starting off about 6 p. m.
with my trail if wagons taking up
supplies, ammunition and trench

tores. By the time I had disposed of

*ese at Lonnebeke and got back it
‘‘'was 6 am. or later, and I was then
about flattened out.

To make this journey we had, of
course, to go through Ypres, and as the
Germans (through their gpies) knew
‘when troops and transport were pass-
‘ing through there, they simpled pump-
‘®d shells into the place by dozens. Go-
dng through that city of the dead

en was like passing through a cor-
‘mer of Hades, and it would be very
nearly imposéible to describe in words
“what that old city looks like now.

lotsk line in several places. This,
however, does not threaten the Rus-
sian retreat, as the railroad running
southeast from Vilna to Minsk is
strongly covered by Russian forces.
Moreover, there remains the road ex-
tending south from Vilan, through
Lida to Baranovitsh.

It is pointed out at the War Office
that the favarable aspect of the posi-
tion at Vilna of the Russians is shown
further by the fact that they continue
to maintain their positions to the west.
ward in he direction of Orani. It is de.
nied that their position has been weak-.
ened materially by the crossing of
small forces of Germans to the left
bank of the Vilyia,

Another Report.

London, Sept. 17.—A Reuter
patch from Petrograd says:

“The fate of Vilna hangs in the bal-
ance, The latest letters received
from there state that cannonading is
heard without interruption day and
night. Bomb-dropping aeroplanes are
constantly visiting. Three of them
have been brought down recently.

“The evacuation of government in-
stitutions has been completed, and fac.
tories are being removed. Thousands
of workmen already have left. The
supply of sugar has been exhausted
and the price of various commodities

des-

has doubled. Newspapers have sus-
pended publication.”
house intact in the whole place. We

usually went through the town at the
trot and rarely did we pass without
seeing fresh dead, either men or
horses. On our last journey there I
saw eight men (two sections of fours)
lying in the street where a shell had
knocked them out a short time be-
fore. /
Like Work of Earthquake

One of the exits from the town
(the Menin Bridge) was usually shell-
ed almost incessantly from dusk sill
after midnight, but it so happened
that the small bridge was not smash-
ed up. Incendiary shells were fired
by the Germans and these set in a
blaze a couple of houses near the
Menin Bridge, which burned for days.

It certainly seemed as if bricks and
mortar were burning furiously. A
cemetery on the opposite side of the
road has been so much knocked about
as to suggest that its condition is due
to earthquake. This is where Prince
Maurice of Battenburg is buried.

HaVing got clear of Ypres on the
outward journey, we then proceeded to
Lonnebeke, dodging three-inch shells
and shrapnel all along the road, but
these we became somewhat inclined
to treat with contempt, as we had
managed to avoid any actual collision
with them, except on two occasions
when the horse of the man riding be-
side me was hit with shrapnel.

Trying to Dodge Shelis

Nearing the firing line we encount-
ered what are now known as ‘“‘whiz-
bangs” (a high explosive shell of
shrapnel typey~ Having disposed of
all my stores (rations being brought
{n new sandbags and taken away to
the several trenches by carrying par-
ties), 1 had to go to the company’s
trench or “dugout” before starting on
the return journey.

The road from Lonnebeke was then
usually quieter, but we had always to
tun the gauntlet through Ypres. The
German lines were so close that in
the stillness of the night they could
probably hear the rattle of wagons on
the cobblesones when the vehieles
were moving quickly.

‘My plan usually was to proceed at
a walk and endeavor to get along un-
heard by using the edge of the road,
which is unpaved, but on approaching
the town I would frequently find my
plan frustrated by some bounder bring
ing his string of wagons along at the
trot on the cobblestones, and the usual
result was that I got the beastly
shells that were presumably intended
for him.

Cathedral Figures Rulned

The fine old Cloth Hall, which dates
from the 13th century has been sim-
ply battered to pieces, and the cathe-
dral beside it is utterly wrecked also
One thing that attracted my attention
with regard to the latter place some
time ago was the entrance. The door
is in the middle of a semicircular bay
,Im?‘d a:)ov:h it are the figures of our
401 n © center an
on either side. 5 amto

From time to time, I have noticed
the damage by shell fire, and first one
and then another of the apostles has
been knocked down. My curiosity
Was 8o great over these that the last
time we came through (at a canter)
could not resist the inclination to go
up to the doorway.

Flashing my torch oniit I saw that
only one—the central figure—remain-
ed untouched, and though these are
only figures in stone I seemed to feel
a sense of satisfaction at the result
of my investigation.

“ I do not think there is a single

I must not forget to tell you a little

episode that amused me greatly at the
time. Another regiment in our divis.
fon went into trenches that had up to
that time been occupled by the
French, The opposing Germans had
id made th lves as friend-
Iy with their French enemy as it was
possible to do and were aware that
they were being relieved by the hated
Britigh, but our fellows went in a day
before the Germans anticipated.

only 30 yards away
# measage intended for
tting they were going
terrible things: they
to the British. A Capt.
Wwiul wag) got Held of
ay of reply got an old
filled with cartoons trom
other papers ridiculing the
Kaiser and 8 German generally.
: This  he promptly threw over into
the German trénches, and I am sure it
would be productive of much bad lan-
guage from Fritz. :
A short time ago the Germans in
front of the. Devon Regiment came out
quietly at night and dug a long trench
between the two opposite trenches. It
was a smart thing to do, but the De-
vons capped it by going out the next
night as soon &8s darkness fell and fill-
ed the treneh in. They could not oc-

m. ‘.
this and by
hoot and
Punch

cupy it as it was enfiladed.

when you eat

With Peache

of nutriment

Heat one or mo
oven to restore
with sliced peach

suit taste.

Try it for
Eat it for

Tastes good,is good

Not everything that tastes
good is good for you, but

| SHREDDED WHEAT

you treat yourself to palate-
joy and stomach comfort,
and you get the maximum

tax upon the digestion.

it milk or cream and sweeten to

Serve it as a dessert for dinner
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s and Cream

with the least
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24c.
There was no unusual display of| ,y 16 to 20c. Butter is a little
provisions in the local market yester-| pigher in price, creamery selling at|meat sells at from 20c. to 24c. per
day. The dealers say that business|32c; dairy, 28c;
is about normal for September. Beef|BEggs are dearer, 36c. to 40c. being' 10c. to 20c. per pound. .

asked for fresh; case, 28c. to 30c.
Vegetables are plentiful now at prices
usual at this time of the year. Moose

roasts were selling at from 12c. to
per pound; lamb, 16c. to 24c;

tub, 24c. to 28c.|pound; venison, in limited quantity,

For Boys

If some one gave you Five Dollars,
Think over carefully how you woul

‘When completed attach three of tt
them all in to me not later than
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To the boy or girl who sends

each attempt you send, state also
should you be the successful com
a jack knife, a doll, or any other s

In the event of a tie, neatness
sideration.

Interesting Contests

What Would You Do With Five Dollars ?

This time I am going to let you have quite

plain neat writing, your answer, using only one

way of using the Five Dollars I shall award a va

and Girls

1 new competition

, in what wayv would you spend it?
d use the money, then write in

de of the paper
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A Special Drawing a

This week I want you to try a

or water colors.

send Three of the usual contest co

day, Sept. 23rd, to

UNCLE DICK,

ink, of any picture you like, taken from a magazine, or other picture
book, or else take the same picture and color it wi'h either chalks
To the boy or girl who makes the best copy, or col-
oring 1 shall award a beautiful prize.

would like as a prize, should you be the successful competitor.
may suggest a watch, a pair of skates, a jack knife, a needle work box,
or any other present of a similar nature,

Send your sketches and colored pictures in not later than Thurs-
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H 8T, JOHN, N. B.
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precious

—who count it a necessity, and for it daily sacrifice much

Its strokes are so free and velvet-smooth that at first you
can scarcely realize how clean a job it is making.. With it you
can finish shaving while you would be getting an ordinary
razor stropped, or waiting for the call of “Next !”

A turn ot the handle adjusts the Gillette for the lightest
shave on a tender skin or the closest work on a heavy beard.
It is always adaptable to the moment’s need, and always ready
—no stropping or honing. Wherever there is soap and water,
it will shave you with safety, comfort and despatch. Don’t go
on wasting time and missing comfort—get a

Gillette Safety Razor

“Bulldog”, “Aristocrat” and Standard Sets $5.00—
Pocket Editions $5. to $6.—Combination Sets $6.50 up.
At Drug, Jewelry and Hardware Stores everywhere.

Gillette Safety Razor Co. of Canada, Limited

Office and Factory—
Gillette Bldg., Montreal.
63

to a close shave

time—the Gillette Safety Razor is a friend indeed.

s

his
buy

the Empire.

““He that hath no
sword, let him sell

This clarion call of the God of Love sounds as
clear today as it did nineteen hundred years ago in sum-
moning men of truth and honor to sweep the earth clean

of the evils which defile it.

The Fault Will Be Ours
If We Fail to Make This a

A war in defence of Justice and Freedom; a war of
which the ultimate purpose is the establishment of the
principles of Christianity as opposed to German Kulture.

Lord Kitchener says: “We want men, more men,
and still more men until the enemy is crushed.”

Do not jet New Brunswick fall behind in service to

garment and
one.’’

Holy War

ENLIST TODAY!




