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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS,
Bills introduced by private members of
Parlisment, this session, are of general public interest and
are designed to place upon the statite book legislation
which will appeal strongly to the community at large.
An amendment to the Criminal Code, inflicting a heavy
penalty on an alien who takes part in Canadian elections,
either by voting or otherwise, has been introduced by Mr.
If the bill passes it will have &
candals which

Several of the

Currie of North Simcoe.
salutary effect in putting a stop to the
have marked recent elections in the Western Provinces
where votes have been secured wholesale, although the

voters were not British subjects,
The first clause of this amendment provides as fol-

Jows
is guilty of an indictable offence and
of not less than one thousand dollars

"l‘\\'l;unu
liable to a fine
and, in addition thereto to fmprisonment for a term
not less than six months, and in default of payment of
such fine to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
one year who, not being a natural born British subject
; been naturalized as a British subject in

or not having

Canada: (a) votes or attempts to vote in any election
for any public office under the Dominion or Provincial
law: or, (b) who interferes with or intimidates any

or (¢) takes
driving

person entitled to vote at such election;
in any such by canvassing,
to the poll or taking part in a public meeting;
writes, issues or circulates any document per-

part election

voters

s to such election.’

sxplaining the purpose of the amendment Mr, Cure
it was a matter on which he could speak from
experience. In the last general election in his
riding citizens of the United States took a prominent part,
not only interfering with the election but appearing on the
public platform and appealing to the electors to defeat
him. Mr. Currie remarked that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was
on the same platform when these speeches were made.
1le thought it was about time to put & stop to that sort of
the election law makes no provision for this

thing
interference it can be reached by an amendment to the
Mr, Currie also referred to the election

Criminal Code
jaws in the Western Provinces and to the importance of a
pafeguard so that only British subjects could vote.

Mr. Bradbury, of Selkirk, has introduced two bills
which were before Parliament last session but were not
proceeded with owing to pressure of business, The first
is to prohibit the depositing of sewage in navigable
streams and inflicts a heavy penalty for any violation of
its provisions by any corporation, municipality or private
fndividual. The second bill makes it an indictable offence
to deface any flag of the British Empire, Mr, Bradbury
takes strong exception to hotels printing their names
across the British flag and to its use outside auction }
rooms announcing the sale of goods. A severe penalty f
1s also provided for any indignities offered to the flag. :

The introduction of an amendment to the Bank Act ‘
by Mr. Aikens, of Brandon, authorizing a bank to lend |
money to a purchaser or dealer in agric ultural products ;

|
|
|
\

on the security of the products, led to an important an-
nouncement by Mr. White, the Finance Minister. He
is matter and also the question of lending
money on live stock has been under the consideration of
the Government and both would be embodied in the
revised Bank Act which will be brought down this ses-
sion

Mr. White's statement foreshadows concessions which
will be appreciated by farmers especially in the West.
The amendments which the Government will introduce are
not yet announced but any method that will éiw facilities
to the farmer to obtain money for his produce immedi-
ately after threshing, and thus meet his liabilities, will be
of enormous benefit to the farming community. The
Bank Act provides that a bank may lend to a manufac-
turer on the security of his goods, but does not authorize
an advance to the producer of grain. Yet, as Mr. Aik-
ens pointed out, grain is, perhaps, the best security that
can be given because it is readily convertible into money.

states that

PRACTICAL IMPERIALISM.

“Practical Imperialism” is the fitting title of the first
@rticle in the current number of the Nineteenth Century
and After, contributed by the Duke of Westminster, It
presents with clearness the needs and forces whose action
tends to bring about the unification of the Empire; it
advoeates the Chamberlain idea of intra-Imperial prefer-
ence as & practical Imperial policy; and it outlines the
purposes of the Imperial fund in the raising of which the
Duke took the initiative, a fund of which a large part is
already subscribed, and which the Duke hopes to see
raised to a sum which it will require seven figures to ex-
press in pounds sterling.

In his view Imperialism is merely the latest incarna-
tion of British democratic nationalism., “British Imperi-
“ alism,” he says with perfect truth, “is not, as its oppon-
# ants assert, an empty, vainglorious and aggressive policy
* advoeated by ‘Jingoes,’ by the aristocracy, the leisured,
#and the army. It is a thorough democratic poliey.”
Heé reminds his readers that the British Empire is a sea
empire, and that, should the British Navy be defeated, it
would be unnecessary for the enemy to follow up his
success by invading the United Kingdom, inasmuch as,

deprived of sea-transportation, she could be starved into
“It is, therefore, clear,” to the Duke, “that
# Motherland and Colonies require for their protection a

surrender,

Adam Smith, whom Liberals and free traders s0

ascertained.

Duke considers it unfortunate that thig policy has been
allowed to become one of party difference. He holds
t the Empire shauld stapd above party. He appeals to |
to rﬁm& tialy atdtude op this important
q\:uﬂon.wuﬂhdhchth‘tmmma
frequently
quote, 1s on the side of Imperial federation.
Guided by the cansiderations set forth in his article,
a few men have resolved, the Duke says, to make a special
effort for the promotion of practical Imperialism, Hence
the fund referred to was opened. In course of time, the
Duke adds, that fund will become a great Imperial foun-
dation. It will support every Imperial movement and
endeavor worthy of support throughout the BEmpire, and
in the beginuing its resources will be devoted to the pro-
motion of the Chamberlain policy. The originators of
the fund will make the unification of the Empire a party
question only if Liberal Imperialists refuse to co-operate,
The foregoing review is taken from the Toronto Mail
and Empire. In commenting on the Duke’s article the
Mail expresses the well founded opinion that it will ap-
peal ‘not only to the supporters of the Chamberlain pol-
‘icy, but to all who have open minds in regard thereto,
“and to not a few who have allowed their free trade-blas
“ to blind them to the Imperial issues at stake.”

THE ASSESSMENT LAW.

Some of those who favored civic government by com-
mission are now advocating & change in the system of
taxation. The assessment law under which taxation is
Jevied in St. John dates from 1882, and while there have
been almost as many amendments as there are sections,
the principle of the act remains the same. It is not &
good assessment law, but was certainly a marked lmp_rove-
ment on the law it repealed. During the past fifteen
years there have been several attempts made to introduce
modern ideas into the law, but so far unsuccessfully. It
is now suggested that single tax be adopted as a remedy
for existing evils.

Those who advocate single tax deal in generalities
chiefly, and fail to produce convincing arguments that
would justify its adoption in a community like St. John.
There is now, and has been for years past, an idea preva-
lent in the community that real estate does not bear its
full proportion of the rates. In most communities as
large as St. John, real estate not only pays the same rate
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as other property but pays as well local improvement
taxes for direct benefits, such as sewerage, street paving,
opening up of streets, and the like. The only one of these
special rates borne by real estate here is the latter, and
there has been but oné levy under this act since the im-
provements following the fire of 1877. While real estate
certainly pays a lower percentage of taxation in St. John
than in the majority of cities, the taxes pald by those de-
pending for a living entirely on their earnings have a |
higher percentage than is justly due. A fixed poll
tax applying to all incomes is not just or right and should
be abolished without further delay. Under the working
out of the assessment law in St. John the small wage
earner has paid a higher rate of taxation than others, as
does also the wage earner whose exact income is readily
Nothing is more difficult to ascertain than
the exact earnings of a professional man such as a law-
ver or a doctor, This is one of the difficulties that a |
board of assessors has to face on levying the rates. It is E
also exfremely difficult to get at the value of the hoard- l

|

|

1

|

ings of those assessed on personal property.

But bad and unfair as the law is in many of its work-
ings, it is not half as unfair or half as unjust as the
adoption of single tax at a single leap would be What-
ever change is made in the law, and it ought to be chang- |
ed witheut further delay, should be gradual, Property, |
both land and buildings, might be taxed on their rental
value, and incomes under $1,000 exempted from anything,
a poll tax of say half a dollar for each hundred earned,
this tax to be collected through the employer and to be
a first lien on the earnings of the ratepayer, Such a tax
would yield about one-third as much as the rates levied
under the present law, as not much more than 50 per
cent. are either collectable, or have even been collected,
since the first year after the law came.in force. On new
expenditures for street pavements, sewers, and the like,

Fobs.

Thinking of a Fob for his
Christmas gift? Then you
should see our stock of
Fobs, We know that we
have the finest assortment
of Fobs that we have ever
had, and it is large enough
and sufficiently varied to
suit any taste. These
have been selected from
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in quality as well as in
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21 King Street, St. John, N. B.

a street frontage tax could be levied on abutting proper-

ties which would more than equal the loss on income.
Merchants and manufacturers should be dealt with on the
basis of their turn over and’to some extent the rental paid
should be a guide to the value of the business to its
owner.

There are many theories respecting taxation, but
mostly based on the idea that the proper person to pay
the taxes is the other fellow, The facts are that a certaim
amount of money is to be earned annually, and the basic
idea of all assessment laws should be to raise this money
with as little inconvenience as possible. There is a gen-
eral idea everywhere prevailing that real estate, which
is always in plain view, should bear the chief burden of
taxation, but 8o ought the trade of the community as well.
No assessment law has as yet been devised that will do
justice to all. - The question is to get a law that will do
justice to the greatest number and harm as few as pos-
sible, In the meantime the question is one that should
be thoroughly discussed and any change thoroughly con-
sidered,

We will have & nare wuse t0 beat
last year's record, but will try to do it,
and have already made & good start.
Enter as s00n as you Ccan, 80 as to
be ready for work when the call
comes.
Our new catalogue gives our rates
and just the information you want.
Send for it today.
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g
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Murray & Gregory, Ltd.

DISTRIBUTING AGENT FOR

The total collections of the St. John Association for
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, as reported at the annual
meeting of the society, yesterday, amounted to $1,080.567,
and the expenditure $801.63, There was an increase in
the bank balance of $278.94, the total amount at credit
being $782.92, or almost as much as was expended last
year. While the expenditure is small a large amount of
work was done and greater interest was developed in the
work of the society. The membership apparently in-
creased and the association enters upon another year
with enlarged opportunities, though the funds available
are in no way sufficient for what should be done.

[T NS

Sir Richard Cartwright’s Reminiscences, the first vol-
ume of which has been issued, is not being very well re-
ceived by the press of Ontario. 8ir Richard was strong
in his likes and dislikes, particularly the latter, and in
writing his Reminiscy «f press is to be re-
lied upon, he has dealt more with his dislikes than with
the others. Indeed, Sir Richard seems to have loved only
himself and to have sometimes doubted that.

Current Comment
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$e notes with approval that the Dominions
realize the gravity of the situation and are coming to the
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Give Wilson Fair Play.

(Wall Btreet Journal.)
The country is prospering, and the prosperity will
continue until such time as we achieve the periodic intoxi-
cation of success, For the present, conditions are sound

el SoE

gh to be independent even of tariff revision. That
such revision is coming, none bit the wilfully blind can
jgnore. The country asks for it in tones which even the
tarifi-petted manufacturers and Parmers can hear. . Wall
Street, as usual, will be the first to adjust itseit to the
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learned theologl of Jer
whose sarcasm added to their embar-
rassment.

that & devil-possessed boy proved too

for the Master appears suddenly with
Peter, James and John and asks, What

of woe concluding with the words, "I

spoke to your disciples that they
1he Best Qualily at a Reasonable Price | | should cast it out but they were not

able.

at a glance—

and when he saw Him straightway
the spirit tore him and he fell on the
ground and wallowed foaming. And
He asked his father, How long is it
since this came upon

oft-times it hath cast him . into the
gre and into the water
im.
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ALL KINDS OF GLASS

and humiliated h'eforo the

It was not the first time nor the last

ough & proposition for the saints.
What was the trouble?
They were not long left in suspense

s the matter?
Then the father pours forth his tale

Jesus strikes at the very heart of
heir failure, when He said:
“O faithless generation.”
He took in the whole congrégation

Unbelievers,

Make believers,

Hall believers,

Believers.

“Bring him to me,” He said.
“And they brought him unto Him

him?
And he said, From a child, and
to destroy
If Thou canst do anything have
compassion on us and help us.”
Life a skilful athlete Jesus

Caught the “If” Flying

and hurled it back to the place to
which it belonged. “IF Thou canst be-
lieva all things are possible to him
that believeth.”
When the afflicted parent was led
to see that the IF did not lie with
Christ but with himself “he cried”
and sald with tears “Lord, I believe.”
“And Jesus rebuked the foul spirit
and said, ‘I charge thee to come out
of him and to enter no more into
him! And he was as one dead 8o that
many thought he was dead, but Jesus
toko him by the hand and lifted' him
up. And his disciples asked Him pri-
vately, ‘Why could not we cast him
out? And He said unto them, ‘This
kind goeth not out but by prayer and
fasting.’ ”
The caseé 18 not without parallel in
our own day. Satanic  possession is
not confined to any one age nor com-
munity. -That demons do now pos-
sess the bodles, and minds, and souls
of men is too evident to need demon-
stration. Paul speaks of “the spirit
that now worketh in the children of
disobedience.”
We see the spirit now kindling with-
in the children of disobedience, the
fires of hell which sweep over them
with a powet too strong for resii]
ance. We see him attracting the chil-
dren of disobedience to habits which
lead inevitably to wreck and ruin of
body, mind and soul, as the moth is
attracted to the lamp round which it
flutters until it is finally destroyed.
Until Christ has “madeé us free from
the law of sin and death” we are all
more or less “possessed.” There is
within evety child of Adam a gupernat-
ural power whose ceasele#s endeavor
is to cast us down, to throw us hard
even into the fires which he kindles
within us here and now.

foregshadows many others who have

“got beyond control,” and whose spir-

its will one day rise up in judgment

against the parents who bore them.
Why!

to Him that He might
“Take the piece of clay
And gently .form it day by day,

heart.”

. till years had gone
And 'twas a man theéy looked upon
Who still the early impress wore,

more.”

greatest impetus is given to the fu
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Some one has said,

The poor young man of the lesson|.

Because when the Lord laid upon
them the obligation of bringing them

And mould it with His power and art,
The young child's soft and yielding

They deferred and deferred the mat-
er

But they could change him never-
1t is in the early years that the

us
18 irrfesistable
until by our own injudicious conduct

the
de-
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owners regard them.
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 Corbin Door Checks

The advantages of a;door check
are so obvious that the question
is not, “shall a check be used ?”
but what kind shall be used.

The popularity of the Corbin Door Check i; at-
tested by the frequency with which they are encount-
ered in use and the satisfaction with which their
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etic, or powerless but the Master
never is,

O the love that throbg in the pul
ses of that*dear hand! O the tender
compassion ‘that is eéver ready to
reach out after the poor fellow who
is “down ahd) out.” Have we felt it?
Have we sought to make it felt among
our boys,

“Graiite may orumble, wind and

wave destroy,
Urn, shaft, or word may perish or

ecay,
But this shall last forever and &

day
His liying, loving monument—A
BOY.”

THE PESSIMIST,

(Ben King.)
Nothing to do but work,
Nothing to eat but food;
Nothing to wear but clothes
To keep oné from going nude,

Nothing to breathe but ‘air,
Quick as a flash 'tis gone;
Nowhere to fall but off,
Nowhere to stand but on,

Nothing to comb but hale,
Nowhero 10 sleep but in bed:
Nothing to weep but tears,

‘| Nothing to bury but dead,

Nothing to sing but songs,
Ah, well, alas! alack!
Nowhere te go but out,
Nowhere to come but back,

ture Itlta.1 Thedt‘ﬂbm::lll neclectlbo!
parents is undoubt: responsible Nothing to see but sights,
for the sad condition of things exist: ﬂothfnl to quench but thirst;

Nothing to have but Wi
Thug through life we're cufsed. -

Nothing to strike but a galt;
Bverything moves that goes;

What does it mean when a gets et Y
“beyond control?” It means a | Nothing at all but common sense,
father's or ‘s influence has| ©CAn ever Withstand these woes.

ually been 10st until their boY | semmm—— ‘
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got 16 baok &t

b
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 FUNERALS.

The duneral of Mrs, Eliza Bruce
took place yesterday afternoon at
2,30 o'clotk from her late residence,
976 Duke street, to Trinity church,
where burial services were conducted
by Rev. R. A. Armfwong. Intérment
took place in the Church of England
Burying Ground.

From his Jate residence, 169 Water-
loo street, the funeral of Mr. John P.
Thomas took place yesterday after-
fioon. Burial services were conducted
by Rev. W. W. Brewer, and inter
ment took place in Fernhill

[ —————

178 A WISE CHILD—we

Fond Mamma—"Now, Charite, don't
you admire my new dress?”
Charlie—"Yes, mamma, it's beauti-
ful.”

Mamma—"And, Charlle, all the
silk is provided for us by & poor
worm,”

Charlie==“Do you mean Dad?”
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