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25 | Sabbath Sehool.

| since His arrival in Nazaroth

| coding expression, “ began to teach.”

| self.

indieate that Christ

| His father

| Him durin

MSSENG{E}R AIND V'ISI'I'OR

BIBLE LESSONS.

STUDIES IIN MARK.
First Quarter.

Lesson YII1. February M. Mark 6: 113,

TEACHER
TWELVE.
GOLDEN TEXT.
And they went out, and preached that
men should repent.—Mark 6 : 12

THE GREAT AND THE

RXPLANATORY.

vistes Nazangrw, His
Owx Covxtry. 1. And Hewentout from
thence: from Capernaum. And cdme info
Hiz own country: Nazareth in Galilee,
about 20 miles, or a journey of seven to
ten hours, sonthwést of Capernaum. He
staved in Nazareth several days, no doubt
in his mother's house

Nazanwrn is about 14 miles from the
Sea of Galiles, and 66 miles north of
Jerusalem in a straight line. It has now
5000 or 6,000 inbabitants. Lately a
telograph office has been established
there by order of the Sultan.

LoJeers AGaiv

And Hia disciples. The reference is
donbtless to the twelve.
Wyy Jesvs visrren His Hous, Seveéral

months before this, Jeaus had prociaimed
the Gospel in Nazareth, but bad been re
jeoted with violence, and an attempt
made to murder Him by casting Him
down a precipice (Luke 4: 14.30), Why
should He make another attempt

(1) His heart must have yearned for
His kindred and the friends of His
youth,

(2) Jesus would manifest His true lov-
ing and forgiving spirit to His townsmen
who had once so violently rejected’ Him,
He laid up nothing against them

(3) The circumstances would give hope
that He niight now succeed where He
had failed before. Then He was almost
unknown in that region ; now He is well
known, and famous, attended by a band
of disciples, and the “whole land
aflame with the report ot His wonderful
works and teaching.”

2. And when the Sabbath day was come.
lm)rlvmg that a day or more had elapsed
Notk how
religiously Tesus kept the Sabbath, and
attended divine worship on that day. He
began to feach in the synagogwe. The
synagogues of the Jows were the parish
churches, where they worshipped in their
varjous quarters for ordinary occasions
when they need not go up to Jerusalem
There was nothing olerical in the offices
of the synagogue. The only priests in
Tsrnel were those occupied in the temple
The officials of the synagogue
There was accordingly

is

service
woro all laymen

1o barrier to His speaking. Saying. In
the course of our Saviour's address (see
ver. 4). Hence the propriety of the pre

He
had not procesded far ero He was inter

rupted.  From whence Aath this man
these things? They had known Jesus all
His life, they knew IHis circumstances,

the amount of His education, His limited
advantages, and knew that Ile had not
derived them from. any kvnown source.

| What wisdom is this which is given unto

Him? i. e., imparted or inspired from
some source j—a sneer at His wisdom as
belonging to another rather than Him
Such mighty works. They do not
venture to deny His wisdom or His mir

| ncles, but, by wondering at them, really
| bear witness to them.
3 In not this the carpenter This, and

| the Jawish custom which required every

father to teach his son a trade, whatever
yursuit in life he might eventually follow,
worked in Ilis odr
lier years at the oarpentor’s trade with
The word translated carpen

| ter here is of wider meaning than our
word ‘“carpenter It includes all work
ers in wood, our cabinet-maker as well as

carpenter

Jrsus o Caneextir. The word carpen
ter covers all that we know of Jesus dur
ing the eighteen years botween His visit
to Jorusalem and His baptism. So we
are left by the Scriptures to think of

this long period of His life,
ns A lmm“nln mechanic, “ making cart-
wheels and yokes for oxen.” This sug
geats the necessity of labor. It suggests
the dignity of labor. He worked in obe
dience to His parents, and probably to
help support His mother. He did all for
the glory of God. The Son of Mary. The
absence of the name of Joseph has always
been taken to show-that Mary was now
known apart from her husband-.7, ¢, as
a widow. Brother of James, ote. .
sisters here with us. These four were
either (1) own brothers and sistors of
Jesus, children of Joseph aad Mary ; or,
(2) children of Joseph by a former mar
riage ; or; (3) cousins (brothers taken in
the wider sense of near relatives), chil
dren of Clopas and Mary, sister of Mary
the mother of Jesus (Jobn 19: 25 with
Mark 15: 40). James : not tho Apostle
James, but one called “the just,” and
“the bishop of Jerusalem.” He was the
author nll{m Epistle of James. He was
sentenced to be stoned by the Sanhed-
rim, A. D. 62, Joses, or Joseph Nothing
is known of him, or for certain, of the
others mentioned here, though by some
Juda, or Jude, is rogarded as the author
of the Epistle ot Jude. And they were
M‘mp.l at Aim. This is one of the few
instances in which the English verh
scandalive expresses better the sense of
the Greek than any other in the language
To be scandalized is to be offened on ao
oount of something supposed criminal
dr irreligious.

4. A prophet i not withut Aonor, oto,
The rejection is accounted for by a pro
verbial sxpression, verified by human ax
perience. The pm,»l). of Namareth were
not well enough soquainted with Jesus to
soe His veal glory. They saw only the
outaide, The trouble was not with the
Prophet, but with the people who had
not insight enough to see the reality
Distance often helps us to to ses the re
ality.

Tun Evi, Krveors or U nvanionr

B, dnd He could there do no wigh
k. Matthow adds, besawse of their

t
ired two conditions to oa

opportunity, and s sufficient

-'J m & Unbellef * prevented

mighty works for sn unbe.

‘mo'oddmdon‘ T

enooul
thould men soek |

?

faith in (md ymnl the llfo -\Inch flows from

it, if they can obtain all they want with.
out it. Sare . . @& few sick fol
Jesus wrought miracles, even in this
circle, according to the slender measure
of faith there was.
And He marvelled because of their
unbelief. Our Lord does not marvel at
other human things generally.

Usnrrigr Marveriovs. (1)

It is wn.

reasonable. All unbelief of Christ is un
reasonable. Christianity brings her cre
dentials in her hands to every man.

(2) It is stupendous. It is, blind in the
face of the sun. (3) It is marvellously
ungrateful. Forgetting God's merciful
gifts, his precious ‘)mm'uwu, all he has
done to save and bless. (4) It is dan-
qerous. “How much,” says Philip Dodd
bridge, did these Nazurenes lose by their

obstinate- prejudices against Jesus?" So
we lose salvation, comfort, lmlp life,
and red

bl

S8ing: od,
through .unbelief. (5) It is injurions fo
others, It provents God's best blessings
flowing through us to others. It is like
the non-conducting alloys in the copper
telegmph wire, which hinders the mes.
sage in passing over the line.

Ax Evaxoruziva Touom ny
axp His Discreigsi—Vere 6. And he
weni ‘round abowl the villages, teaching.
A more full account of this tour is given
in Matt. 9: 85, 38. His firat work was
teaching and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom n} heaven ; the good news
that it was at hand, and that all might

enjoy its inestimable they
_would but turn o error and evil
"of their ways. (See Matt. 3:2; 4:17)

Hix other work was to aid this first and
ohief one by healing all manner of sick-
noss.

IIL Tur Discieies Sxy Fomrn ox a
MisstoNary Tovr.—Ver. 7. For the first
time the disciples are vow sent forth
alone on an extended tour to preach the
Gospel. They had been under Jesos'
training for alnost two years, and had
been specially set apart as apostles for
weveral months. It was now timé to
practice what they had beey learning,
(7). And He called unto Him the twelve :
who had been ordained as apostles the
previous summer, ‘just before He
preached the Sermon on the Mount
(Mark 3 : 13,19) And began fo send
thém forth. This was the beginning of
sending them forth alone.

Tur’ Prax, Two axp Two. By two and
two. Making six delegatians, each going
in its own direction. Why by fwo and
two? (1) Because each would nup‘xh‘
ment the work_ of the other. 1,
would reach différent classes of minds,
and where one failed the other would
be ready with the right word. (2) They
would aid and encourage one another.

Tuk Powkw. . And 'gave them power.

The word signifies both “ power” and
« authority " or “right.”, Over wnclean
spirits. Demons. ‘The healings were

one real end, though not the chief. Sav
ing men’s bodies is & real good, and one
the Gospel is continually working.

IV. Ixstrvcerions o e WORKERS.
And commanded them. Now follows a
brief summary of the charge which the
Lord proceeded to give them on this oe
casion, and which recorded at far
greater length by St. Matthew (10: 5, 42,
That they should take nothing for their
God will provide for all your
wants, - The open hostility of the East
80 often used as the basis for a dissemi-
nation of mew thoughts, would be ample
for their i¥ain Save a staf) only
a walking-st No serip ; (the word
xumhmu a !nn(ln r bag or wallet, used
for carrying provisions “when travelling,)

Journey.

No bread, no money. Literally, brass or
copper coins——just as we say vn}))wrs or
silver when we mean coins. In their

purse.  Literally, into the girdle, imply
ing ‘a custom still prevailing in the East,
of using the belt, which keeps the flow
ing dress together, as a purse or pocket
9. Be shod with sandals. Such as they
had ‘on at the time, withont waiting for
shoes aspecially ndapted for the journey
And not pul. on tieo or tunios.
Get nothing extra for your journey ; go
| just as you are.

10 In what place
a house. The law of* hos|
traveller to\stay three
to which he comes for entertainment,
without disclosing even his business,
This “injunction was . meant to exclude
fastidious and restless changes. There
abide. When a stranger arrives in a vil
lage or encampment, tho neighbors, one
after another, must inyite him to eat
with them. The evangelists
wero sent,not to be honored and foasted,
but to call men to repentance.

11. And whosoevér shall not receive yow.
The best text rofers, not to person, but
place (see Rov. Ver) This open de-
nunciation was for towns where both
message and messengers should be re
jected. Shake off the dust wnder your
Seet. A u\mholu act, expressing ‘that
‘they renounced @1 responsibility for
them, and would not keep a particle of
thcvum which must come upon such
ungodly people. For a testimony not
against them, but unto to them, for their
their good ; though practically it would
also be against them, asis said in Luke (9:

coaty

soecer ye enter into
l'qxnlxl\ allows
days in a houso

5.) Itshall be more tolerable for Sodom,ete.
Because those wicked citiex sinned
against much less light,

Moprrx  Arruications—From these

provisions too much has sometimes been
deduced respecting the support of the
Christian ministry and their true mothod
of operation. The commission was for
temporary service ; the requirements
were adapted to the customs of society;
the apostles were cast upon the hos-
pitality of the people, partly to try their
own ‘faith, partly to try that of the peo
ple, and measure their readiness to re
voive the Gospel. These directions in
volve this much, viz, that (a) that the
ministry are to seok, as well as to save,
the lost, and therefore are to go after
them ; (b) they are to give freely, and
not inake & merchandise of the Giospel ;
(e) they are to aveid all ostentation in
attire and luxury dn food ; (d) they are
to depend on the ‘voluntary ibu-
tiona of the people for their sustenance.
V. Tur Dusgirnes ar Work. 12, dnd
thay went oul: by themselves, two and
two, while Jesus went by himself in
other direotions, or in the same places
at other times (Malt. 11:1); (sea also
Luke 10: 1), dnd prediifed that men
should repent. The object was to induce
wen to repeni of their sins and tum
froma them, so that they m(‘hl enter the
H heaven.
And - (hey cast out -a-y dewils :
nlhudm as Josus had given them

to do.' We ocsnnot tli
this  work, but much that is like i
And annoinfed with oil many (hat were

Jravs |

aick : a8 was (‘ommndml later (lumm‘
5 : 14) to be used with prayer. “ Anoint- |
ing the sick with oil has always been a
favorite romedy i the East: and in the

hot climate it serves certain purposes |
not thought necessury in colder regions.” |
In the bunds-of the apostles when they |
were healing, the use of it would be |
symbolio of their belief in the use of|
natural means of healing. in_connection |
with the prayer of faith and full reliance |
upon the mighty Name.

e

The Story of Mussentouchit.

RUTTR,

By the time Baby was twelve rmonths |
She

old she had learned many things
could say “ Kitty " to the little soft fi
ball of a cat, and “tove " and “bum
for once she had put her hand against
the hot stove, and she never forgot the

pain of the big blister that came on the
delicate flesh: and she knew the moon
and the stars, and the trees.

About this time she heand a long,
queer word, many, many times a day.
The word was Mussentouchit.

Baby wondered who Mussentouchit
could ¥, The strange thing lived in the
bureau drawers. Baby knew that. For
the moment she got her little busy hands
into mamma’s drawer, somebody wonld
say, “ Mussentduchit.”

It lived in the sewing machine, For
thé moment Baby set the wheel going,
“ Mussentouchit” was screamed in her
Par.

It lived in the tall jar that stood on
the little round  stand. Everybody in
the room shricked . “ Mussentouchit”
when Baby put up her hand to touch the
Jar,

In the corner of the parlor thero was a
plass globe half-filled with water. . In the
globe iived three little gold-fish.  Baby
was very fond of climbing into a chair to
the tiny gold-fish dart across the
pretty lake. Rut Whenever she put her
fingers into the globe totonch one of the
pretty o somebody screamed
“ Musséntouchit.”

This went on till Baby was two years

s

atures,

old. There was no word she heand so
often as the long, queer word, Mussen

tonchit, |

Mussentonchit was everywhere—in the
#hiningz books on the parlor table r in the i
flower beds ; among the roses: even in
mamma's work-basket the strange th: m_

lived, and if Baby but took up a ree
of silk or cottou, there was ‘\1\w~<'l\
touchit.

One day Baby fpund herself by the

glass globe all alone. The family were
very busy, and for & few minutes forgot
the little prying restless darling.' This
was her chance. Up went the chubby
legs into the chair that stood near the
goldfish globe. Poised on the rounding
oushion, Baby reached far over to touch
the gold-fish. In reaching she lost her
balance and fell, dragging the globe to
the floor. There was a crash, a scream,
a rush. and mamma was on the spot
Baby was picked up, kissed and scolded,

3
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41 dess [ tilled ole Mussentouchit 'is
time? " she said, shaking herself and
walking off — Wide- Awake. ‘

e

reral winters ago & woman mw[
coming out from some public building |
where the heavy doors swung back and |
made egress difficult. A street !lr-‘hinl
sprung to the rescue, and, as he held
open the door she said : “Thank you,”
and passed on
“Crgcky! d'yo hear

that ? "' said the

boy to a \‘ﬂu\]-umnn standing near.

“No; what ?

“Why, that lady in sealskin said
‘thank ye' to the likes o' mo."

Amusod at the conversation which she
could not help overhearing] the lady
turned round and said to him, “It always

pays to be polite, my boy ; remember
that
Years passed away, and last Deoem

ber, when doing her Christmas shopping,
this woman received an exceptional
courtesy from u. clerk in Boston, which
enused her to remark to a friend who |
waa, with her: “ What a comfort to he
civilly treated once in a while—though 1
don’t blame the clerks for being rude
duaring the holiday trade.”

The young man's guick ear cnught the
words, and he said “ Pardon me, madam,
but you gave me my first lesson in polite
ness.”

8he looked at him in amazement,
while he related the little, forgotten
inoident, and told her that that simple
“Thank yon " awakened his first ambition
to be something in the world. - He went
the next morning and applied for a situa®
tion as office-boy in the establishment

where he was now an honored and
trusted clerk.
Only two words, dropped into the

treasury of street conversation, but they
yielded returns of a certain kind more
satisfactory than investments in stocks
and bonds.— Exchange.
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