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the law be th universal education of the children of our land it is certainly
detective, because it leaves a loop-hole through which every child can escap'e
and run home with impunity and not ong receive an education, If the pur-
pose of the act be to give every one an opportunity to go to gchool if he choose
then it is fu'lfilled. -

The past has been a year more than usually fatal to our schools on account
of illness. 1In almost every instance my visit was preceded by some provailing
epidemic, and in sonie registers the list of absentees was frightfully swelled
with the mumps, ¢ =

Still another hindrance to success is the remissness of many of the Trustees,’
The Register betrays much indifferenee on the part of thess officials, The re-

vacancies. An amendment of the School Law making the public fun
tingent upon the proper performance of the duties of the Trustees ;
straighten things up wonderfully. Doubtless the B Roturns would then come
in correct and satisfactory, Ag they are now filled in and forwarded, the
statistics compiled theréfrom must be far from reliable, In many instances
the most important questions are unanswered, causing much unnecessary an-
noyance. If the Trustees cannot give exact auswers, an approximation can
be made by them better t.hun by the Inspector, If they are unable to guess, T
can da nothing for them: The practice of medicine might improve that fac-
ulty somewhat. i

The 4 Returns are generally correctly filled in,

The Teachers generally during the past Yyear, have devoted themselves to
their work with a zeal and intelligence deserving of much commendation. My
preference to Normal school teachers, and my reasons therefore, I dwelt upon
1n my last report. I have since seen nothing to change my opiniou,

In the resignation of Mr. McVicar, the County Academy has sustained g
loss which I trust may be pensated by his y, Mr. Smith, whose
labors ia other sections have hitherto been highly appreciated,

This High School, as I purpose calling it, has maintained its wonted high
preéstige, and will compare favorably with any in the Province, The various
departments are thoroughly and efficiently taught by a staff of well-trained,
active and zealous teachers, leaving little moro to_be desired or necessary for
the accomplishment of the purpose for which it Wwas established. It is with
regret that I have to report the Tesignation of Mr, J. H, MeKittrick, who
condueted the Primary Department of this Institution for the past two years
with unquestioned ability and unrivalled success, :

The (;mded School at Mill Villago is still conducted by Chas. D, Mack with
his usual thoroughness, efflciency, and success. The ratepayers of this section
are certainly alive to their own interests in retaining the services of 8o capable
and experienced a teacher. His calling is not a stepping-stone to some other
profession, but a devoted life-stud y—hence his success,

Mr. Chas. Richardson still continues to teach the Brooklyn School in his
own even methodical and pains-takin, manner in spite of the salary, which is
entirely inadequate to the support an encouragement of such teachers, _meat

The Milton School has been taught during the past year by Mr., Ején C.
Hilton, a faithful and efficient teacher, whose services have been freely acknow-
ledged and fully appreciated by the section, He is succeeded by Mr, George
Cleveland whose reputation as a teacher warrant the expectation of continued
good results, The miscell schools lly have been taught by active,
energetic and' high-toned teachers who ravely fail to leave an intellectual reprint
of their own minds upon the characters, dispositions and habits of their pupils.




