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THE OBSERVER.

S1. Joun, Tuespay, Decesmses 24, 1839.

New-Brunswick Auxiliary Bible Society.

The Annual Meeting of this uxeful Society was
held on Wednesduy evening, in the Wesleyan Sab-|
bath School Room, His Honor Judgé PaRKER,
Peesident of the Society, in the Chair.

The d ou the occasion wus very resp
ble; and it was so numerous that many Ladies und
Gentlemen had o bé hecommoduted on the Platform.

His Hovor opened the Meeting with the following |,
very appropriate address:—

“ Ladies and Gentlzmen,— Although public meet-

ings have lutely become more frequent smong us than | their warm and zealous support,

formerly, 1 Lelieve there is still none which is inuk_cd
forward to with greater pleasure, attended with
more satisfaction; or which leaves more gratifying re-
flections hehind if, than the Anniversary Meetinu‘of
the New-Brunswick Auxiliary Bible Society which
has brought us together on the present occasion.

« The crowded assemblage before me satisties me
that there has Leen no abatement of interest in this
@0 good a cause. . :

« You will have noticed one change since our h.ul
meeting ; the highly ruwcle(! Gentleman ujlm lias
for 50 many years occupied this place 88 President ol
this Society, and who brought to the discharge of its

duties a lively zeal, hearly good feeling, and kindl\'i

courtesy, and took so much delight in contemplating

from year to year the incrensing Pmsperitg of our|
mssociation, has felt it his duty to retire; but in men-
tioning the loss we have sustained, it is gratifyiog to
think that it bas not been caused by any decny of
bodily or meatal vigour, or diminution of zeal in the
cause of the Bible, and that in the place he has re.
moved to there will be a new tield open to his exer-
tions, which will lead us, 1 Lope, soon to hail at least
one new Branch Society from the County of Suv-

ry.
bu“’lt is now thirty-five years since the British and
Foreign Bible Society was first formed, nnq twenty

ears since it was introduced in tlis Province. It
{nl been continually gaining ground, wudding to its
numbers und increasing in usefuloess; the prPJudXCEi
which at first beset it have been gradually giving way
before the light of truth ; and we now see eleven ‘,’[
the Bistiops ot the English Church among:its subscii-
bers; and the QUEEN herselt has recently become a
AMember, having graciously assented to become the
Patroness of the Windsor Ladies’ Bible Associativn.

o | need hardly dwell upon the necessily \‘NI\ich ex-
isted for founding the Parent Society; but it may be
well to tuke a slight retrospect. There wes u very

reat and general deficiency of the Scriptures in the
{Juiled Kingdom itself ; in several parts of Eur.opr
they were scarcely to be procured ; in many portions
of the warld there was a total destitution ; and there
were various languages into which no part of the Bi-
ble had ever been translated. To mention two in-
atasces by way of example,—in Iceland there were
but Fifty copies of the Scriptures among 50,000 inha-
Litants, and one half of the population of the British
Metropolis was without them.

« Something more, it was felt, must Le done ;
men's consciences could not rest ensy under such »
state cf things; and in providing a remedy for the
evil, it was the earnest and anxious, and I can thank.
fully add, the successful wish and endeavour, to form
& Society on so broad 8 ground as might unite all
Christians who believed that people ought to read
the Bible for themselves. .

¢ They united in this great work,because they agreed
in‘acknowledying the indispensable obligation of sup-
plying the deficiency which existed. o

* They united,because they agreed in believing that
¢he Bible slone contains the charter of our eternal
salvation.

« They unitefl,  because, although they could not
all agree as to the Missionary who might. be sent to
teach, they could all join in saying what should be
his best, his most constant companion; and that,
when asked in foreign lands— Whut have you most
interesting to shew us? what most valuable to give
as ? each in producing his treasures would. exhibit
4bis one book, the Bible, a pearl of great price !

“ They united, because they saw how desirable it
was, in preparing versions ot the. Scriptures in fo-

“reign tongues, there shou'd Le an agreement among
all parties at horos as to their essential correctness.

«+ We unite,’ (10 use the words of a highly gifted
and much lamented prelate) * because Ly an admix-
* ture of all denominations of Christians we obtain &
¢ greater end more concentrated power of inculcating
¢ yeligious kno wledge than can be possessed by any
4 geparate exertions of those religious parti '\_\"\Icil
4 compose our union ; and we remove all possibility of
4 difference as to the sort of kowledge to be dﬁund
* by confining our exertions, As A body, to the disper-
« gion of that one Work, whoss authority we all pro-
« fess to venerate, and to which, as to the very throne
4 and cracle of truth, we severally make uurAappenl.'

4t The result of union is more than a simple ad-
+ dition of those items which each could separately
* farnish; not only each individual does more, and
« doos it better when aided by the stimulus of exam-
» plo snd fellowship; but works may Le undertaken.
« wkich, except by the force of numbers, it would
* have been physically impossible to effect.’

¢ Nor is this all : great bodies have the power
and tendency to multiply themselves faster than
* small. They attract more of the world’s attention ;
* they offer tliemselves to the eyes of men in a mag-
« nitude which cannot be overlooked, and attract with
+n geal whose contagious example is stronger by be-
* ing comeentrated.’

« Such were the causes and reasons for the forma-
tion of the Society: now what have its operations

o ?

¢ Upwards of Two Millions snd a Lalf of Pounds
Sterling have been collected and expen ded in publish-
{pg and distributing the Scriptures.

tf Upwards of Eleven Millions of Bibles and Tes-
taments have been printed and dispersed.

+ The Society has printed and distributed th
Seriptures, wholly or partially, in one hundred and
thirty-six different languages and dialects.

« The American Bible Socisty, formed on the
same plan, has distributed more than Two Millions
end & half of Billes and Testuments; and has now
engaged in the great work about Nine !-iqndred Aux.
iliary and Two Thousand Branch Societies.

« Besides these there are Bible Societivs in most
#arts of Europe. Of all these the British and Fo.
veign Bible Society may be considered the Parent.
And furthermore, those persons who retaioed con-
seiontious scruples s to the comprehensive plan of
our Society, felt.that they could not be idle ; and
bave instituted other associations, whlgh are .c_nuly
engaged, though on @ smaller scale, in carrying on
the great work. i

'] ghall not attempt to estimate the good that has
been dgne ; much we know ; more, perhaps, we may
not know; let not this trouble us—let us cast our
bread upon the waters,. We have the assurance of
God bimself * that his word will not return unto him
woid. i

« But we must never forget, that although much
Sas been done, much remuins to be done ; although
the Bible has been sent to tens of thousands and mil-
lions, there are tens of millions and hundreds of mil-
lions to whom the Llessed truths of the Bible are yet
wnknown :—¢ There are millions who have lost the
s knowledge of.the one true God amid a multitude of
 false or evil deities; who bow down to stocks and
4 stones; who propitinte their senscless ido's with
s cruel und bloody sacrifices; who luse sight 0! heir
* dying fricnds with £o expectation of again beholding
+ them ; und who go down to the grave themselves in
4 doubt and trembling ignorance, without light, with-
¢ out hope, without knowledge of a Saviour.”

« Let us always, with henrts full of gratitude to the
Author of all Good, remember how different our
state is from theirs; wnd while, io our support of thix
society, formed for the purpose of extending the light
of God's truth to every creature, we are banded to-
gether in the unity of object. there is another unity
which without wny compromise of opinion we muy
snd ought sedulowsly 10 cherish and cultivate,—tie
wnity of CHBISTIAN Cnagity."

After the above speech, the 1001 Psalm was sung.
40d tie Report was then read by the. Secretary.

Awmong the several interesting loral points of infor.
mation, we were much pleased to find it menticned.
that His Excellency, Major General Sir Jouy Hai-
vev, had freely conscuted to be the Patron of the
Bociety. b

After the Report was read, the following Resolu
tions were severally moved and adopted ;—
- Ist. Moved by Rev. Mr. Tupper, and seconded
by Kev. Mr. Desbrisay,

Resolved, Tlut the Report, now read, be n‘dnp!et
pnd printed under the direction of the Commitiee.

2d. Moved by Rev. 1. W. D. Gray, seconded by | |gwers of Christ bave them at their disposal >—Some ! and pray Him (o enrich and extend it, till every nation

£Lapt. O'Halloran, of the 60th Regiment,
Resolved, That the remarkable success which has
atteuded Bible Saciety operatiops abroad, and espe,

expression of gratitude to the Divine Author of the
Bible.

Rev. Mr. Curey,
B

by Mr. John Tennent,

to the Ladies' Bille Associations at St. John and
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ially in France, through the means of those humble
nessengers, the Colporteurs, calls for the most (ervent

3d4. Moved by Rev. hir. M'Gregor, scconded by

3 lved, That the good and mercy of God in
till employing the feeble efforts of this Anxiliary to

4th. Moved by Rev. Mr. Dinock, and seconded

Resolved, That this Meeting most cordially jnin
n the meed of approlation expressed in the Report

Richibucto, and earnestiy entreat a continuance of

5th. Moved by Rev. Mr. Williams, and seconded
by Rev. Mr, Husrison,

Resolved, Thaut the cordial thanks of this meeting
lie given to the Branches ut Giand Lnke. Long
Reach, Milkish and Wickam, for their continued ef-
forts in the Biule cause.

6ih. Moved by Rev. Mr. Andvew,and seconded
by Mr. Humbert,

Resolved, Tt the following Gentlemen be the
Committee for the following year:—

Samuel Huyghue, John Kinnear, John Wishart,
Nowh Disbrow, Jun., Richard Whiteside, Nathan 8. !
Dewill, Exquires; Messrs. Henry Hennigar, Gilbert »
T. Ray, Zebulon Estey, William Ewing, George A. |
Garrison, Goorge Sears, Willinm® Whiteside, Adam |
Jack, John Smith, Joshua Bunting, William Small, |
Robert Reed.

For Portland —John Owens, Jobn Duncan, J.
W. Smith, Esquires; Messrs. Ruddock, Charles
Waterbery.

For Carleton.—George Bond, Isaac Olive, Esqs.

The collection at the close, was greater than that
of nny preceding mnniversary, being £16 13s. 84,
exclusive of a liberal douation of £3 from Cuplain
O'HALLORAN.

We have much pleasure in giving insertion to the
following SPEECHES, by the Rev. L. W. D,
Gray, and Captain O'HALLORAN, 69th Regt. on
moving aed seconding the second Resolution. The
speeches of the other Gentlemen were not received in
time for the present paper.

The Rev. Mr. GrAY spoke as follows :—

Myr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 have lis-
tened with great pleasure to the Report which has
just been read to us, particularly that portion of it
which relates to our domesticjconcerns.  This, Sir, is
new to me. The rest of it is not so. "Having at
tended the annual meeting of the Parent Society, in
May, 1 of course have hud tle general operations ol
the Society previously brought under my notice.
Still I huve had much satisfaction in hearing them
recurred to this evening. They comprise a variety of
delightful topics which will bear to be repeated again
and again. It is impossible for the Christiun to re.
new his reflections upon them, without finding fresh
cause for rejoicing and thankfulness. And, indeed,
Lndies and (ientlemen, I shall have to presume upon
this being the case, while speaking upon the Resolu.
tion, which the Committee have culléd upon me to
move, this evening. I refer to the Foreign opera-
tions of the Purent Society. These you have al-
ready henrd adverted to in the Report, and in the ob-
servations that have been made upon it. It will be
necessary for me, however, to touch upon them again,
in order to impress them upon your memories, and
to do justice to the Resolution entrusted to me.—( See
second Resolution, above.)

The Resolution speaks of two things—the succers
which has attend-d the operations of 1he Society.
and the gratitude we owe to God for that success.

In reference to the first of these points, I fully
agree with the terms of the Resolution—The success
of the Society has been very * remarkable.” To
prove ihis, it might Le sufficient to refer at once to
the aggregute statement of their receipts and distri-
butions, during the year. What has been the amount
of their Receipts?” No less a sum than £115000
Sterling, being an excess of £8000 over the previous
gear. And what have their Jssues amounted to ?
To 638,000, “eing an excess of no less than 63,000
over the previous year. Here, Sir, is a0 adequate
proof of their spccessful operatinns.

But their success has extended over a large portion
of thy globe. ' It hwe not only Lren great in the ag-
gregate, but widely diffused. ~ The compilers of the
General Report, do not indeed represent their success
to have been in every instance co-extensive with their
efforts.  With their ususl candour they tell us of se-
veral exceptions. China, for example, is one of these
exceptions. With regard to China, we cherished n
few years since the most pleasing anticipations. Pro-
vidence appeared to hnve opend a door for extensive
circulation of the scriptures amidst the population ot
that country. But now that door is, for a season,
closed. The difficulties that have presented them-
selves have compelled the Society to withdraw their
Agent from it. Yet even, with regard to China, sir,
a gleam of hope still dawns upon us. We are told
that at Malacca, a country which is not indeed imme-
dintely in contact with the Chinese dominioms, but
still, I presume, connected with them by commereial
transactions, there are, at present, six native Chinese
Missionaries, men of zeal and piety and information,
truly devoted to the cause of Christ, who are travel-
ling through the iuterior of the country, preaching
the Gospel and disseminating the scriptures. Ou
their last excursion they took with them 7000 volumes
for distribution. This circumstance, Sir, appears to
me to offer us some encouragement, even At present,
in regard to China.—Spain is another exception ad-
verted to in the Report. From that country the So-
ciety have been compelled to withdraw two genlous
Agents. But even here again, a ray of hope presents
itself, for we find that the past efforts of the Society
have kind'ed a flame in that country which opposition
cannot extinguish ; and such has been the demand for
Bibles thut one of these Agents has been induced to
return to the scene of labour. There is indeed, Sir,
one country mentioned in the Report, over which an
impenetrable cloud apjears to haug, and where the
impediments to circulating the scriptures have of lute
Leen greatly auzmented : and that is Jtaly. The Re-
port says—** Every opportunity has been embraced of
sending the scriptures to Italy ; but your committee
grieve tosay, in the words of an esteemed correspun-
dent, difficulties und obstacles of every dmcriluinn in-
crease in pumber nnd intensity every day.” Thisisa
fact, Sir, worthy of attentive consideration. It will
be well for the friends of Bible circulation, to what.
ever denomination of Cliristians they belong, to note

it in their memories.

But, success, Sir, notwithstanding these exceptions,
has widely attended their efforts. On our own Con-
tinent and the adjoining countries, much has been ef-
fected. In the |’Vut Indies we have some delightful
proofs that the land so lately emanciputed from tem-
poral slavery, is begioning, through the instrumental-
ity of Bible circulation, as well as Missionary exer-
tions, to participate in the spiritusl freedom of the
Gospel. Among the French Roman Catholics in
Cani:da, we find that the Bibla is beginning to be wel-
comed. The Montreal Auxiliary has circulated more
than 4000 copies in the pust year. - Upon the cheer-
less coast of Labrador, we are told, the converts from
Heathenism find the Word of God truly a lamp unto
their feet and a light unto their path. It is the che-
risted inmate of their rude dwcilings ; the flavorite

nean to Algiers aed Moroceo, of which more than
4000 have been sold. {
to look for the principal acene of the: Society's opera- | a
tions,
We are not wuthorized to say that every country in
Europe is cordially receiving the scriptures, for I hive
already pointed your attention to some  exceptions
that must be made upon this peint. But weare war-
turther the cause of Christ in this Province by the | vanted n asserting that all the different classes of Eu-
diffusion of the Scriptures, be scknowledged with de-

rope’s inhabitants, that all the different denomina-
vout and humble gratitude.

tions of men within its limits, whatever religion they
may profess, are, in sume part or other of their pos- |,
sessions, affordiog it & hearty welcome.

_hereafter be distributed among Chiistians who have

| Testament mean.”

But itis in Europe that we arg)

Aud what is the fact in regard to Europe 2—

Itis received | ¢
among the followers of Mahamer. More than 8000
copies have been circulated at Constantinople, Smyr.
na, ard oulier places ; circulated not gratuifously, Lut
the sum of £739 stg. has been received in return for
them. Itis welcomed among the members of the
Greek Church. The Agents of the British and Fo-
reign Bible Society, as well as of the American Bible
Society, are labouring with great success in Greece.
 Learn for your joy, (one of them remarks,) that
with the strength of God I have opened the way into
the mountainous districts of the Pelopunmesus, so

never before in their lives seén n translation of the
Word of Gold. And I venture to say with certainty,
that they do not know what the words Old and New
Similar exertions are making in
other parts of the Greek Church. At Petersbury
11,000 copies of the scriptures have been distributed,
and we aro told that there is an immediate demund
for 80,000 Testaments to be circuluted in Finland
wlone.  In Germany too, where Neological doctrines
hiave lately gained such a footing, where human rea-

til the great fundamentuls of revealed religion have
been explained away by an unhallowed criticism, the
Bible is regaining its influence. The cential Society
at Franklort alone, has issued 48,000 copies of the
scriptures, 11,000 of which were for Roman Catho.
lics, and members of the Greek Church, and 2000 for

ews and other denominations, But, Sir, it is in
France, tkat the most interesting scene of Bible cir-
culation presents itself. And is it not & delightfal
reflection that such should be the case; (hat we can
now take our stand in the midst of that country,
which for so many years bas been the centre, the
stronghold, the garrison, the very citadel of Totidelity,
and see on every hand springing up and flourishing
arcund us, associations for disseminating the Scrip-
tures? Yes, Sir, strange as it may appear, such is the
case. The Agent of this Society, hae distributed in
the past year in that country, 121,000 copies of the
Scriptures, being an increase of 31.000 dver the pre-
ceding. From the single depdt at Paris, in one month,
more than 12000 copies were issued : und this is en-
tirely independent of the large circulation by the

the simple statement of its operation is the best

imperfect.
is useless,” Isay, look at its effects.
must send' out Missionaries.
posal.
send them in far greater numbers than we ever yet
have done.
God disposes their hearts to go.
pray that He who has at his disposal the hearts of all.

send them the Bible. Send them theMissionary that is
at all times prepared for the work. Send themthe Mis.
sionary that can encounter all climates without injury
to the constitution, that can tread the burning sands of
Africa without being scorched, and traverse the Polar
snows without being congealed. Send them the Mis-
sionary that pow speaks ull languages of the earth,
and speaks them with effect, because it speaks to the
heart and speaks with the power of God. Send them
the Missionary that can associate with every form of
human government, without interfering with the po-
that above 5000 copies of the Holy Scriptures will| litical rights of any; associate with the limited Mo-
narchy of France, the Imperial power of Russia, and
the Republican Iastitutions of Greece and America.
Send them the Missionary, that without ceding cne
principle of truth, can wend its way among the people
of all religions, telling the Pagan to remouuce bis
Idols, the Mahommedan to give up his false Pro-
phet and bis Koran : the Juw to turn to the despised
Messinh ; the Greek to relinquish his Tmage
Romanist to trust in the only Mediator ; aye

error, but to embrace and exemplify * the truth as it
son has bsen exalted in opposition to Revelation, un-1is in Jesus.”
that can
of this fallen world, speaking to every class of men,
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
trath ; that can do all this, without ceding one essen-
tial teuet, or renouncing one valuable principle, but
remaining, like its glorions Author, unchanged and
unchangeable, ““the same yesterday, to-day, and for-
ever.

such a Missionary !
nity, and the people of our nation universally, be wil-

ject!

e~ s
Objections, Sir, to this Society, I often hear, but

nswer to them all. They tell mo the machivery is
1 sny look how it moves. They tell me it
They tell me we
Sir, I agree to the pro-
We ought to send%out Missionaries, and to

We cannot however send them, unless
Most sincerely do 1

nay prepare maoy for this arduous work, and incline
heir hearts to enter upon it. But in the mean time,

the
! d the
Protestant, not to think it sufficient to protest against

Send them, I way, the Missionary,
thus traverse the length and breadth

May God, sir, bless the Institution that sends forth
May the pecple of this commu-

ling to contribute their labour, their money, and
their prayers, for the promotion of this exalted ob-

Capt. O"HALLORAN, in geconding the Resolution,
said :—

Sir—1In giving my support to the resolution of
the eminently pious, and eminently talented gen-
tleman, who has just preceeded me, permit me in
palliation of what may appear forwardness, to re

mark, that [ would gladly have avoided the con-

French Bible Society and the Evangelical Society,
which are formed for the seme express object. And
itis worthy of ttention that the greater part of these
distributions has leen among the Romun Casholic
population of that country, and to shew the value
they attach to the books, the importaot fact is noted,
that * they are not given away, butsold at a gradually
increasing price.” It appears, Sir,that-out of 84 de-
partments, into which France is divided, 52 are now
visited and blessed Ly the -Agents of this Society, and
the remaining departments, it is hoped, will be brought
under the same iufluence in the course of the ensuing
year.

But the question here presents itself, what are the
apparent effects of this distribution of the Scriptures?
What are the present results of it ? Some persons
are in the habit of telling us, there is no utility in all
these efforts; that the Bible thus circulated, will do
no good, without Missionaries' or commentaries to
expound it, that it wiil be Jaid upon the shelf and left
there to maulder in oblivion. But, Sir, we have the
refutation at hand. The Report before us this year
affords demonstrative proof of the contrary. We find
there most interesting details of its powerful and
Ylessed effects. In some parts, as in Greece, it has
given rise to warm discussions upon vitslly important
subjects, respectiog the paramount authority of the
scriptures as the rule of fuith. = In other places it has
heen attended with opposition, which has been overt
ruled to increase the circulation, and called into exer-
cive the putience arid fortitude of believers. In others,
it has been found that numeroys conversions have fol-
lowed the reading of it; conversions, Sir, not'merély
from one creed to anathér, not merely'from owy cldss
of professed Chiristingg ta another, but  from dark-
ness to light, from sin to Wéfiness, and from thepower |
of eatan @nto the liviog God.” Ina letter from M.
De Pressense, the Society's agent in France, he te-
marks, * The Colporteurs not only serve to Eonvey
the Bible into places where without them it woald
not have arrived, at least so soon ; but also, in the
hands of God, they are the instruments of very nu-
merous conversions to the Divine doctrines of the
Book of lite.” In another, speaking of two ot the
Colporteurs, he remarks, * their simple addresses were
s0 much blessed by the Lord, that ten persons were
induced to read the sacred volume, rad to theglory
of God be it said, the perusal has been made instru-
menteal to their conversion. This is a delightful
proof of the efficacy of the Holy Scriptures.”  Yes,
Sir, it is indeed a delightful proof of that eflicacy, and
were it not for the fear of detaining the meeting too
long, I could nppeal to many other proofs of it, from
the same Report.

And it is instructive to ‘mark the instrumentality by
which God is effecting these important results.  In
some instances it is, the Rich and Powerful. We have
mention made of the King and Queen of Wurtem-
burg; of the late venerable Landgrave of Hessepand
of a Gentleman, sir, whom you as sell as others in
this community, remember with fesfinzs of regard.
I refer to Lieut. Col. Gawler, who during his re-
sidence in this Province, was respected, not osly as
an officer in the British army, but as a soldier of
Christ, and who has gone to his new Governmgnt in
South Australia, laden with Bibles, to disseminate
among the subjects of -that rising colony. But, in
general, Sir, it has been *‘the poor of this world,”
that have heen the chosen instruments of this benefi-
cial effect. The Colportuers, «ho are employéd n
circulating the scriptures in Fraoce and in other.parts
of Europe, ure indeed humble insiruments, they ure
taken from the lower walks of life, but they are pa-
tient and persevering instruments, they are highly
honored und successful instruments—alter comment-
ing, in leautiful terms, upon :he faith and zeal and
devotedness and wisdom and prudence; by which they
are distinguished, M. De Pressense remurks—'* Nor
is it a degres of vain glory which leads thess our
ageots to embrace the calling of & Colporteur, fof they
are all Christian men, who have emanated it may be
from some ignorant little village, with no_other idea

of being mentioned in & printéd Report, Ouly let
the Woid of God, the Gospgl of my Jiord and Saviaur
Jesus Christ, be disseminated, received and believed,
und I care for nothing else, is the language of dite of
my Colporteurs, in which his fellow-workers would
cheerfully join, for it is the sume spring of action,
which srouses all these bumble servants of the Lord.”
So true is it, Sir, that “ God has chpsen the fnn‘hh
things of the world to confound the wise; and wenk
things of the world to confonad the mighty, and buse
things of the world, and ‘things whic{ arp despiyed,
has God chosen, to Lring to nought things -that are.”
And why? To teach us that **no flesh'shuuld glory
in lis presence ;" thut is, that none should glory in
an urm of flesh, bLut that all shoul glory -in the arm
of God.

And hence we see the propriety of the doncluding

]cnmp.miun of their peculiar journeys; the source of
daily comfort und editication to them, while nbsent
{front their spiritual instructors; the greatest treu-
sure which they carsy with them into their moveable
tents, or into the still less enduring snow-buts, which
are occasionally their places of shelter.”— But passing

ca, let us glance, for a moment, at what has been ef-
fected in Asin. The anniversary meeting at Culeucta
was full of iuterest. * T'he Lord Bishop, we are told,
presided, and advoe.ted the cause of the Society with
his usual ability. ‘T'ke Repoit contwine! details of
operations which display a zeal and nctivity, equal if
not surpassing the best days_ot the Bible Society in
heathen India.” At Madrds, 50.000 copies of the
scriptures have been distributed, which is dou! le the
siumver that hus been circulated in any previous year.
But the important testimony in revard to that coun-
try, is summed up in a few emphatic words—** The
people are prepired 1o receive the Word ol God, sud
are disposed to hear it.  Men of talent and learning
are found ready to afford their aid in lorming wecept-
able versions.  Agents are not wanting to distrivute
wi. 'y and judiciously. Missionaries are rising up on
every side 1o explain the written word and enforce it
on the conscience. Nothing is now required Lut g
simultaneous effort on .the part of those who possess
wie silver and the gold.” Such is the testimony in
regard to that country. and shkall the silver and the
¢old be wanting, my friends, while the professed fol-

yratifying intelligence is given us in regurd to Altrica.
We hear of S0C0 copies of the sciiptures being circu-
lated in Egypt, and aloag the coast of the Mediterra-

Ly » variety of interasting detsils that regard Ameri- |

words of the re-olution befure us, which cald upon us
{ while tracng the useful labours of these hamble in<
| struments, to offer u fervent expression of gratitude
to God. ~ This, Sir, is undoubtedly vur bounden duty
vpon such an occasion. For,any. temporal Llessing
upon ourselves or others, we, who are miserabie and
fullen sinners, without any claim shatever upon the
hounty of heaven, owe our thunkszivings to the au-
" thor of our happiness; how much more .then for

blessings which elevate the soui to 01. and make us
happy in Eternity ! nly a single so-

And were it 0
ciety or a single individual that had’ received these
spiritunl mercies, that should call forth dur warm, éx:.
pressions of gratitude.  How much more then, when
itip not usingle individual, or a single séciaty or 4 sin-
gle nation, or a single quarter of the world. but.the
World itself nimost every nation and kindred & tongue)|
and people under heaven! We sLould he grateful, glr.
for the powerfcl encouragement thus vfforded us topo,
forward in this cause.
Golis with us. . We see that he employs the agindy*™
ol this Society, notwithstanding al! the oppositivn it
meets with, 1o effect the most important results, to:
carry the everlasting Gospel to the ends of the earth,

afflaent our fortupes, there will nudoubted

than that of prosecuting their work, never dreaming | we not make earnest cxertions, ave, and gnipnble

We see ubundunt proofé.that'l-

p position of a speaker, feeling in ell
humility, how little my profession and habits as a
Soldier qualify me for such a task, and being loth
to occupy a place that might be so much more
advantageously filled by another ; but it has been
requested of me as a favour, that [ would cohsent
to take an active part in this night's proceedings,
and having sincerely at_heart the furtherance of
the object for which we are met, and relying dpon
His biessing whose strength is made perfect in
weakness, (and whose vervant 1 feel it a great
privilege to be permitted thus publicly to avow
myself,) 1 have ventured upon these grounds and
considerations to meet the wishes of the Commit-
tee, and it only remains for me to add, that the
few observations which 1 have to offer, will apply
rather ta the general question of the diffusion of
the Gospel, and our obligation as professing
Christians to take a lively interest in the work,
than to the purticular resolution, which it has de-
volved upon me to have the honour of seconding,
and which has been so eloquently, feelingly, and
fully considered by the Rev. Mr. Gray.

Christianity, Sir, in all ages, has called her pro-
fessors to a state of active services, The impor-
tant and instructive admonition, “ Give an sc-
count of thy stewardship” cannot be too frequently
in qur thoughts ; and it must not be lost sight of,
that the more exalted and influential our station
in society, the more eminent our abilities, and

taeh to us a corresponding of mrmnlﬂ!llity
for the application we make of these our respec-
tive talents, as instruments of usefulnesy in pro-
moting the glory of God. Honoured indeed, snd
privileged above their fellow-men should fhey
account themselves, who are permitted to be fel-
low-workers with the Lord~Himself in the ad-
vancement of his Kingdom. For such a purpose,
Sir—for such a rational, exalted and holy purpose
are we this night assembled, and it is my earnest
prayer that He who disposes the hearts of men as
it pleases him, will so dispose our hearts to His
service, not in glowing words and unprofitable
acclamations, but in silent, grateful, effectual
deeds, that the funds collected .on the present
occasion, may give new vigour to the exertions of
this becevolent Society, and furnish an example
worthy of imitation to our Christian Brethren in
other parts of New Brunswick and the Sister
Province,

We are met, Sir, to advance His sacred cause,
of whose unspeakuble love to us, the Apostle
makes mention in .the following moving words,
« Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
who though he was rich, for our sakes became
poor, that we through his poverty might be made
rich.”* Oh may that grace shed its influence,
abundantly and drresistibly upon our hearts, this
evening, that we also may be moved to follow in
his track of universa! love and mezcy !

« Honour the Lord with thy substance,” says
Solomon, * and ‘with the first fruits of all thine
incrense, 8o shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
And oh, my fricnds, how can we so acceptably
honour Him, as by consecrating to His service
some portion of that abundance which we have’
received at his hauds; how can we so honour
ourselves as by becoming fellow-workers with
Him in publishing his scheme of Redemption.
We daily pray “ Thy Kingdom come,” but does
our zeal for the Lord, as exhibited by our actions
prove the sincerity of this our peution? That
which we earnestly desire in a temporal sense, do

sacrifices 100, to effect its accomplishment ?—what9
self-denial can we practise if poor in circumstances
—and how lavish are we of our substance, if
wealthy, to promote the worldly interests of »
relutive or friend ! —our professions of regard for
our fellow-man unaccompanied by corresponding
actions, would be regarded not only as valueless,
but insulting ; and shall God alone, think you, be
mocked with words? Shall the Ominiscient
stretch forth his hand to guther fruit in the vine-
yard which he himself has planted and watered—
shall He ask of those who call themselves his dis-
ciples; for proofs of love, and find nothing but the
fig-leaves of barren and deceitful profession ? Oh,
my friends, if the love of the Redeemer and of his
Kingdom were as warm in our hear's as the suc-
cess of almost the least of our daily remporal
covicerns and specolations, the scanty rills of con-
tribution which new water the vineyard of the
Lotd, would swell into mighty streams, bearing

own and overwhelming the opposing barriers of’
Papal craft, and heathen superstition ; and the
knawledge of. the Lord would inundate the face
of the earth, hs the waters cover the gea. We
haye ghe sure spromise of God that thus it shall
be at;the appdinted period, but who car regard
that period ‘As pessibly near, and:bé indifferent to’
the ‘means fbr expediting its accomplishment ?
How can we be cold apd unconcernétl in a matter
involving ﬂ;e'e:efnnl safety and happiness of mil-
lionge=how cap we deny'to the wants of perishing
souls, that. which, we deny not to the gratification
of our most ordinary appetites and affections—to
witha good dinner—a, luxirious Lut unnecessary
iepe ‘of furniture—a yajsicont or gown of rare
amern, or a pretty shawl or bonnet=are these
rthe trifles to outweigh in our hearts the claims of
‘redeeming lodk? Are these the considerations

{ and thus lay the fouadation for the millennial glorv of
i his Church.  And seeing ali this, shull we auithlys
our grate’u] acknowledgements or sy our “had
from supporiing this Insttution?  No, Sir! wa will
1 bless God for it establishiment, Lless Him f6r 'its in-
crease, bless Him for its preservation and usefulness,

and every trjbe und -every family and every indivi.
dual of our species shull possess the treasure of God's

! to be'hernittetl to rise paramount to the spiritual
| necessitges of our fellow-men, und to the approba-
tioti'of our God? The embroidered waistcoat
und tasteful bonnet may obtain us admiration in
the streets of 8t, John, but what sort of a cover-
ing will they make for our naked sinful souls in
the courts of the Most High; there is but one

so shall you ir

Our feast of good things upon esrth, will form no
title of admission to the feast of love in heaven—
neither will the luxurious Ottoman which adorns
our drawing-rooms, render easier to us the repose
of the grave.

I trust, my friends, that I sha'l not be misunder-
stood—my strictures are only intended to shew
that we must not indulge in worldly comforts,
refinements and pleasures, to an exteut which
may deprive us of the power of attending to the
s of the Gospel, and that we must
endeavour to restrain the hitherto undiminished

weightier claimi
tide of selfish expenditure, if we find ourselves

we ought to do, in the cause of God. No one
can admire more than I do the spirit of active
and lavish benevolence which marks the character
of the wealthy :nerchants, the high public function-

the city of St. John—indeed I have had recent
personal experience of it in behalf of a poor
widow ; and were it not that I might cause pain

cerity in this matter and thereby sfford an exam-
ple of imitation to others, than by requesting ths
Secretary to the institation to put mi; name downy
as & subscriber in the sum: of Five Pounds; and
may the Lord be graciousfy pleased to accept of
this my unworthy offering and to cleanse my henart
of all other motive, save his glory and the esta
blish e Red *s Kmgdom.

ramped in contributing, as our conscience dictates

aries and the professional gentlemen generally of

o gdom.
With these remarks Sir, I beg to second the se-

solution proposed by the Rev. Mr, Gray,

The Speech of G G | T o
the opening of the Upper Canada Legislature, will
be found in another part of the paper.

We have nlso inserted an important Dispatch from
Lord John Russell, Colonial Secretary, to the Go-
vernor General, regarding the future Government of
the Colonies, and the tennre of office of certain Pro-
vincial officers. The plans of his Lordship, while
they will doubtless please a large portion of the
colonial population, will also meet the most decided

to some who are perhaps present and i to
me, I ‘would furnish their names,

New Brunswick. I would only suggest a mode
for its application, which is not I fear sufficiently
considered, and which would ensure a rich return
of treasures in Heaven. I would say let your
rivers of bounty flow less in the channels of soli-
citaticn cut out by the world, and more into the
vineyard of the Lord. . Were you required to
contribute to any scheme which had for its ohject
to place the City of St. John, in its political and
commercial relations in a position of advantage—
how would the love of country burst forth and

vour donations? -Were there funds wanting at
this present moment to repel any threatened in-
vasion, let us suppose the invasion sc long, and
s0 insolently threatened by the State of Maine;
how would the brave and hardy sons of New

call, how unsparingly would the old men pour

more important purpose than to ensure the poli-
St. John ; funds are wanting to repel the en-

daring and implacable foe than Governor Fair-
field ; the City to whose prosperity, (not political
but spiritual) 1 would direct your coutributions is
the City of the New Jerusalem—the foe to be
repelled is not Governor Fairfield, but Governor
Satan; extensive indeed are his dominions, and
hourly on the increase his power and his sway.
Funds are wanting sir to oppose the light ot the
Gospel to his devices—funds are wanting to raise
on high the Cross wherever it may be confronted
by the banners of the powers of darkness.

the scheme, and he who graciously condescends
to make his power perfect in weakness is gra-

ciously pleased to accept of mortal means to carry
out his purposes of love and mercy.

It is the
Lord himself, that Lord who kas declared that a

cup of cold water given in his Name shall not be
forgotten,
services. He deigns to accept a return of some of

He it is who deigns to accept of your

that abund which he hi

If has poured upon

you—no blood is required—that he himseif has
shed—he asks not even of your necessities but of
your superfluities.
mite,more than the contributions of the wealthiest,
invites you now to testify your love, and that not
by the largeness and ostentation of your gifts, but
by the spirit in which they are offered. Oh! my
friends, implore him from whom alone proceedeth
all holy desires and all good works—implore Him

He who esteemed the widow's

to incline your hearts unto his testimonies and

not unto covetousness—implore him both to re:
gulae your oblations in their amount, and to re
ceive them with an eye of favour, and be net satis-
at-{ fied with this one sacrifice of praise and gracitude,
but make them annual.

scribers, Annual Subscribers to the Bible Society. |
tahl ies of|it was not felt there.

Become all of ‘you sub-

Satan, and servants of the living God.
1 have been a Soldier, Sir, of ny Queen and
Country for many years, and I have sought for

happinesss as the world usually seek it, in the
paths of gaiety and dissipation ; but until I became
a Soldier of the Cross, I knew the unsubstantial
ohject of my pursuits—happiness—only by its

name. The lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye,
end the pride of life—these did not confer it.—I

which the world presented to my lips, but there
was a sting also——the sting of conscience which

purposes and nobler ends than to be the slave of
an existence merely animal, or intellectual,

West, and fair and pleasant sume of them are ac

A want of
generosity is by no means the national failing of

manifest itself in the promptness and largeness of

Brunswick respond to such a call? At sucha

forth their treasures, and the young men their
blood. And yet, Sir, funds are wanting for 8 far

tical and commercial advantages of the City of

croachments upon our territories of a far more

It is the Lord himself who is the originator of!

will not say that there was not honey in the cup

o an equally powerful party.
G

b
CoNGRESS.—On Saturday, 14th inst. the House
of Representatives agreed to ballot for a Speaker,
all the New-Jersey members except one, being de-
barred from voting. The other members of the
House were all present, amounting to 285—neces-
sary to a choice, 118 votes. On the first ballot, J.
W. Jones, (Van Buren,) had 113 votes; Mr. Bell,
(opposition,) 102—scattering votes, 20.—Five sub-
sequent bullots took place, without coming to a
choice ; at each ballot the votes became more scatter-
ing. The House adjourned over to Monday the
16th—Two weeks of the session have thus been
consumed in agreeing to vote for & Speaker, and it is
not improhable that another week may be occupied in
electing that officer.—The President’s Message will
not be communicated to Congress until the House
of Representatives ie cegularly organized.
s @ @@ oo

A fire broke out in a large dry goods warehouse,
No. 45 Cedar street, New-York, on the night of the
14th inst. which icated fjoining
warehouse, No. 47, and both buildings, with nearly
all their contents, were entirely destroyed, They
were five story brick stores, occupied by several dry
goods importers. Loss estimated at nearly half &
million of dollars.

—p—

Tue WeaTner.—Such a delightful sesson as we
are now enjoying hag never been previously known.
Indeed Sum Slick uttered nothing but the truth
when he asserted that we have a long piece of sum-
mer tacked on to our falls to make up for the short-
ness of our springs. Christmas is just at hang, but
we have had uo snow, and scarcely any cold yet.—
Halifas Recorder, Dec. 21.

The above is precisely the description of weather
we are enjoying in St. John. This is Christmas
Eve, and there has not yet been any sleighing in this
vicivity, and but little cold weather.—Such a re-
markably mild season has not been experienced in
very many years.

————
Boston was visited with a heavy North East snow
and rain storm on Sunday the 15th inst. The wind
blew with great fury for several hours—in the even-
ing it increused to a hunicane, blowing with more
violence than had been experienced for years. The
Mercantile Journal contains a long list of vessels
wrecked and damasged by the gale, on the coast near
Boston ; a lurge number of lives were lost.—The Bri-
tish brig Susapnah drove up to Quincy; and Br,
sch'r Henry Davenport, of Annapolis, ashore on
Hospital Island.—The wharves, &c. at Boston and
other ports, received much demage ; and the Wor-
cester ruil road was entirely obstructed by snow.

In Glocester harbour fwenly-two vessels were to-
tally lost ; thirty-two dismasied or atherwise damaged,
and fwenty lives lost. About twenty vessels were
driven -sf?ore at Cape Ano,.—The vessels were prin-
cipally coasters.

The gale extended ee for as New Haven.—The
New-York Journal of Commerce of Monday the 16th -
does not mention the gale; it is therefore probable

Fisuing DrArr.—The Freemen of this City snd
others entitled to a draft in the Fisheries, which takes
place on Monday the 6th January, are reminded that
their names must be inserted in the Book which is
now open for that purpose at the City Court. Room
in the Court House, and which will close at six o’clock
on Saturday evening next.

The Stalls in the New Market House in the Mnr-
ket Square were sold on Saturday last, and yesterday
morning the Butchers moved to them from their late
temporary market in King's Square.

told me that man was created for more exalted

Ican
truly say that [ knew no real peace or joy, until I
felt the peace and joy of believing—until I prefer-
red the Temple of my God to the hall of revelling
and the bower of fashion—until I could say with
the Psalmist “Lord 1 have loved the habitation
of thy house and the place where thine Honor
dwelleth, the place of the Tabernacle of thy Glory.”
1 have travelled many countries, Sir, East and

counted, but I have found no land so fair and

A Company of the United States Troops, consist-
ing of sixty or seventy men, passed through Bangor,
on the 14th inst. on their way to Houlton.
Quesec, Dee. 11.
The weather still quite ble, the
wind came round to the south west yesterdsy morn-
ing; the thermometer to-day is betwren 40° and
45°, The fields are mostly bare. All, we believe,
are displeased with this reform of the Canada win-
ter,
We understand that Capt. C. W. Douglas, of the
‘|

pleasant as the land of Canaan. On di in,

point out the road to others—and this I feel

ary institutions.
1f, Sir, we esteem the Gospel an unspeakably pre

fessions to our fellow men.

wishes to the cause of his country.

be tested, and judged of.

in our own hearts,

be room enough to receive it,

prevailing reproach by

than ten thousand pages of precept.

garment that will elicit praises there, and that is

Word.

:h, spotless robe of the righteousness of Christ, I thiok I ¢annot do better, to prove my own sin-

&
the beauties of that land by the assistance of my
Bible, | experienced the force and truth of the
Psalmist’s words, ** Tie lines are fallen unto me
in pleasant places, yea I have a goodly heritage,"”
what wonder then that I should be anxious “i

cannot do so effectually as by contributing my
cordial and earuest support to Bible and Mission-

cious gift, and are truly interested in its diffusion,
let us prove our sincerity on this head towards
God, as we would be expected to redeem our pro-
Permit me to revert
to the case just now supposed of an invasion
threatened by Maine.—Who would respect the
cold-blooded and unnatural Citizen, that in such
an emergency would seat himself quietly down by
his fireside, and contribute merely his hearty good | M,
Who would
value a patriotism that exhibited in the hour of{proceed to
need, no nobler fruits than these ?—And ever so
my friends must our sincerity in the cause of God
It is in vain to implore
his blessing upon efforts which sre accompanied
by no sacrifice—it is in vain to pray him to extend
] hmﬁsndvin i|lxenlth umolall nnilc:n-."| undrlo rest
satisfied with a mere ‘cold and heartless form of| ion ser sand ing hi

words, as if the Gospel were to find its way to the thae appeebuion 84 ke éuties ok tn Secliing hie
cottage of the uninstructed poor, and the land of
the distant and benighted heathen, by sowe super-
natural manifestation of the Divine power.—No
my friends, the days of miracles are gone bye—it

pleases God in the present advanced state offig be made for the great transition that awaits us.
Christianity to work by human means—and we

have the means, if there is only a corresponding o ighly” satisfactory.-
will, of carrying his gracious purposes into effect F;;::a“;;l e e o
He has blessed this City with . !
wealth and resources which are daily nay, slmost
hourly increasing ; make then my christian friends
an oblation of your first fruits unto God—let the
fervent expresgions of gratitude which we are cal-
led upop o offer up to the Divine author of the
' Bible, by the resolution which I have the honour
to support, be indeed fervent in their character—
let them be expressed in charactets of silver and
ot gold, nccordingh mLo“; respective abilities.—
Consecrate unto the Lord, some portio 4
abundance which you have receivel:i :tl I?isolﬂn::ﬂ‘ board & million three hundred thousand dollars ; about
and he will open the windows of Heaven, and
pour out a blessing upon you, that there shall noi

In conclusion Sir, permit me to remark, that the
of the world, against
those who in a measure separate themselves from
the world, is, that they preach but do not prac-
tise—give us, they say, one act by way of example,
and that will go farther in producing imitation
Influenced
by this consideration, and earnestly desiring to
promote the practise of the doctrines which in
much weakness I have endeavoured to advocate,

Canada , has been appointed to the
of a boat in Mr. Cunard’s Line of Steamboats, sud
proceeds home without deluy.— Gazeite.
MonTREAL, Dec. 8.
This is the 8th of December, and there is not a
particle of ice to be seen in the river ; the roads are
pletely bare, and in the country the snow has dis-
appeared, with the exception of some spots that lie
in the sheltered places. We had a heavy fall of rain
last night, and the weather has been very mild to-
day, the thermometer being above 40.—1b.
The Official Gasette of thisday contains notices
from the Sheriff of Montreal for the sales of the fixed
property of eighteen or twenty individuals, in that
district, who have been convicted of treasonahle of-
fences, and whose lunds, &c. having become forfeit to
the Crown, are now advertised for sale, under writs
of alias fieri facias, directed to that officer.—~Quebee

ercury.

Two Companies of the 11th are under orders to
‘emiscouta ; one on Saturdsy moruing,
the remaining Company will follow on Monday or
Tuesday.—Ib.

The Governor General's Speech.~One of the most
striking features in His Exeellency’s Speech, is the
confidence of his tone in sbjuring al! grounds for fur-

sense of the ample means st bis disposal to repress
any unforeseen infraction of the British territory.
The repose thes we are thus. taught to anticipate
will be bighly & ble to the di ion of i \
rangements, and 1o the active

jon necessary

The genera) tone of the speech iu such a8 we think

Lient. Colonel Maswell of the &Il:ﬁbnt, has
p d to the Frederi of Gaint A
drew a draft for £10, “ as a mark ¢ b and 8
proval of the laudable oljects entertained by ¢he Sons
of Suint Andrew for the benefit of the destitute Sons
of Caledonia.” The Colonel has been unsnimously-
elected an Honorary Member of the Society.—[Fre-
dericton Sentinel.]

Tue LiveErrooL—has gone to ses. She has on

half & million shipped by the U. S.Bauk, and the rest
by & great number of individusls.—N. York Journal
of Commerée, Dee. 16.

The steam ship Liverpool has sccomplished six
voyages and a half, or thirteen passages across the At-
lantic, in the course of which she has run a distance of
upwards of 60,000 miles—and it is said she has re-
quired no repairs, but is still staunch and strong a|
rently as at her ficst voysge—and her engines are still
equal to new, and work to admiration.

e

The Cincinnati Chronicle estimates the number of
inhsbitaots of that city at 40,000, Of these 17,000

are foreigners,

B e
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