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L REPORT

Position at Osfontein is Unchﬁnged, But Gen. Brabant
Has Had a Heavy Engagement Near Dordrecht.

s;lll in Flghtllﬁl Mood—Caiiadians Showed Splendid

Gallantry and Implicit

on Tuesday—War News.
London, March 4.—The Wit Office Inti- '

midnight that there Was no pros-
something definite shall
This Is quite In Kkeeping

 mated at
_pect of news uptil

pave been done.
w1:h the complete

were In progress of accomplishment; and
uptil be s in actual grip with the Boers it
iy probable that the public will hear litile
ot nothing of his doings.
' Canadian Artillery Start.
Town, Sunday, March 4.—The Cana-
aiap artillery bas just started for the front.
" 1he loyalists gave them an ovation.
h Encounters the Emnemy.
March 5.—The Morning Post has
the following despatch from Osfoatein,

dated March 3 : ‘

Gen.. French made a reconnalssance to-

day and encountered the enemy In for-e.

They were occupying a table-shaped kopje.

~ Shots were exe,lnged. a Boer gun reply-
iy g
8

A BULLETIN FROM ROBERTS,

3 Gen. Cronje Expresses His Thanks.

for the Field Marshal's
Treatment\of Him,
London, March 4.—(11..45 p.m.)—The War

silence which Lord Rob-
erts has hitberto observed while his plans '

Obedience Under Fire

1

.
Boers Leaving Stormberg.
“Gen, Gatacre telegraphs that the number

of Boers at Stormberg is dally diminish- |

ing,
Mafeking Well on Feb. 15.
“Col. Baden-Powell reports that all was

well at Mafeking on Feb. 135, and that
the enemy’s activity was belng met every-

defenders.
Unchanged at Osfontein,

“The position is unchanged at Osfon-
tein, except that frequent showers have
materially improved grazing, to the benefit
of the ‘horses and transport animals,’™

"RHODES GOING TO ENGLAND.

Is Now at Cape Town and Expects
to Sail for England on
Wednesday.

Cape ﬁ"own, Sunday, March 4.—Mr. (‘ecll
Rhodes is here and expects to sall for Kng-

land Wednesday.

i

ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE!

Some of Cronje’s Men Tried to Get
Away from the Train,
but They Faliled,

~ Qffice has received the following despatch

Cape Town, Sunday, March 4.—1t is re-

from Lord Roberts dated Osfontein, Sunday, ' poried that the Boer ﬁrlsoners, while on

o

Gen. Cronje’s Thanks.
“Gen, Cronje, on behalf of his party, and
. Commandant Wolmarans, on bebalf of 4900
other prisopers, who have all now left Mod-

" ger River, asked the British officers to

thank me for the copsideration and kind
ness with which they have been treated.
Enemy at Norval’'s Pont Bridge.
“Gep. Clements reports that his auvanced
troops hold Achtertang -and that railway
communication would be opeped to Jou-
bert’s Siding to-day. The enemy are still

| in force at Norval's Pont Bridge.”

the way from Paardeberg, unsuccessfuily
attempted to escape from the train, Eleven
hundred‘ot Cronje’s men have been placed
temporarily on board the British steamers
Mongollian and Manila in Table Bay.

Gen. Buller to the Queen.

London, March 3 —The Queen to-day re-
ceived the following despatch from Gen.
Buller:

*“The troops much appreciate Your Ma-
jest§’s kind telegram. Your Majesty can-
not know how much your sympathy has
helped to inspire them,”

MAGNIFICENT COOLNESS
~OF CANADIANS UNDER FIRE

P

They Were Advancing in Dead Silence When iThf:y Met a
: : Terrible Fusilade—Not a Shot Was -

: Fired

‘Montren], March 4,—A Star cable from
Lopdon says:

Londop, March 3.~The Standarg corres-
_pot #ays that the Canadians at’ Paarde-
“berg op ‘Meesdey--advanced In two long
Jines, the front rank with fixed bayonets
#od the rear rank with their rifles slung
insd carrying picks and spades. to dig
trenches, under cover of darkness.

Advanced in Dead Silence,
fThe Canadians advanced a quarter of a
mile in dead silence; then halted, the order
_ heing sent along the ranks by each man
pressing the hand of his npeighbor, It 1s
belleved that trenches were actnally being
dog when the men were ordered. to ad-
vagce agother five paces.
A Fearful Fusilade,

A fearful fusilade at once broke out from
the Boer lin £

The Canadlahs threw themselves on their
faces and made no attempt to return the
“fire,

Back. - :

'mrnrny'd to their original position, rapid-
ly and silently, no shot being fired, The
Boers were ‘nngble to place thelf enemy.

 BHff ror thewgrootintensity G#-ibe ememy's

fire, the Canadians would have entersd
the "“Boer tremches, As it was, they com-
bined splendid gallantry with implicit
obedlence. g

The Boers IW too high to do much
damage, but that does not lessen the credit
due our men for thelr great self-control,

Canada Wiped Out Majuba.

The Times’ correspondent says great
credit - 1s due the Canadians In that, de-
spite the hottest fire, there was no answer--
ing rifle fire,

The whole camp rejolces that our oldest
colony wiped out the stain of Majuba.

Iord Roberts expresses his pleasure In
thie strongest terms,

The Mail and Telegraph ~correspondents
confirm the magnificent coolness of the

Three minutes later, under orders, they

Canadians’ behavior.

BRABANT’S COLONIALS

: PUSHING BACK THE BOERS

Hiis Advance on Sunday Most Satisfactory—Camped on Captured
Positions—Six British Killed and 18 Wounded-

Dordrecht, Cape Colony, Sunday, Marcn 4.
~(9 am.)—-Brabant’s colonial dlvision,
after 2 night's march, Is now attacking thel
Boers in a strong position at ®La Bus-
chagne’s Nek, on the road ‘from wordrecht

1o Jamestown.
A Heavy Engagement,
later.—The engagement Is proceeding
with great vigor, and the Boers are gradu-
ally retiring before the British shell fire
from three positions, -

A heavy-rifle fire is belng exchanged,
where the British are engaging the Boers
‘0 the right flank. So far the Boers have
8o big guns In action.

Advance Satisfactory.

Evening, — Braban's  advance
was most satisfactory, Ater & marching
and bivouacking over night, the force
reached strong entrenched positions,
which they occupled and now bhold, the
Boers being on the opposite hill.

British in Captured Positions.
The British will remain to-night in the
eaptured positions, altho the Boers brougnt
two guns into action and made determined
¢lorts to retake them.

The British Losses,

The British losses are ¢ killed, 18 wound-

.o

to-day

e

AFFAIRS A1 CULESBERG.

dustralians Surprised the Boers
and Galloped to Their I'ree
State Laager,

surrendered, owing to the scarcity of food
and ammunition.
Kruger Issues an Address,
President Kruger has issued a stirring
address to the burghers in Natal, who are
falling back on Biggarsberg.
Back in Pretoria,
The President will return to
Sunday,

PROMOTION FOR WHITE.

He Will Be Made a Full - Fledged
General This Week—Ruller’s
Promotion Later: ~
London, March 4.—Lloyd’'s Wec’kly states
that Lieut.-Gen. White, the commander at
Ladysmith, will be promoted to be a gen-
eral and that the appointment will be gazet-
ted next week. Lord Dundonald will ob-
tain a junior step on the grage to Major-

General, -

The service regulations prevent the im-
mediate promotion of Gen. Buller, but his
work will be recognized at no distant date.

AUSTRALIA OFFERS MORE.

Premiers Have Sent Favorable Re-
plies to the Colonial Sec-
retary’s Request,

Sydney, N.S.W., March 3.—The Premier,
Mr. W. J. Lyne, communicated Colonial
Secretary Chamberlain’s request for ad-
ditional troops to the other Australian col- |
onies. He has received replies from all of |
the Prime Ministers, in which they orrer’

Pretoria

Colesberg, Cape Colony, Runday, Mareh 4,
~A reconnaissance with two troo-s of Aus- |
ns and two guns found fti wagon
e over the Orange River intact, Fifty
¢ on the other side wese tuken by sur-
Mise, and the British galloped to thelr
er, some miles'on the rree State side,
Price’s command bas moved seven miles
orth of Colesberg,
The Boers during their gecupation dented
themselves rather thau see the british
Wouided suffer.

BOERS ABANDON RENSBERG.

Their Retreat @iader Protection of

Mounted Burghers—Krager

Wiresfan Address, .

fonteln, Ofange Wree State, Friday,
~(Via Lerenzo Ma:

lerals

R i) b
Voncen taat b 27,
rom. 2000:to 3000

: qutcu't‘

heartily - to co-operate with the Imperial
Government, :

It is Mr. Lyne’s proposition that the col-
onies shall defray all the expenses of arm-
ing, equipping and transporting the extra
troops.

where by equal activity on the part of the |
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Premier Ross Also Knows About It, as He 8aw the Draft
of the Confession in Toronto Before It Was Signed.

Have the Details

Mr. Macdiarmid and other membhers of
{the Opposition, speaking in the Legislature,
have called the West Kigin election lnvesil-
gation a farce and a humbug. They have
pointed out that the enquiry is limited to
the acts of the returning officer, deputy re-
turning officers and poll clerks. In other
!words the commisston touches only two of
the eight black clauses of Donald McNish's
confession.

But the people have not forgotten the
paragraphs of the confession which Pre-
mier Ross would now thankfully consign to
oblivion. They are: :

“(1) That a large number of per-
hons were specially sent into the
constituency by men working on
behalf of the Liberal party for the
express purpose of taking part on
Mr. McNish’s behalf in the eiection
held Jananary 12th, 1809, and we
believe that fraudulent and cor-
rupt means were used by some of
such persons to secure his elec-
tion.

*(4) That there were large num-
bers of persons brought into the
riding for the express purpose of
personating legitimate voters, and,
assisted by some ‘'of Mr, McNish’s
local supporters, such persons aid
personate qualified voters in vot-
| ing for Mr, MeNish,

“(5) That the declared number of
votes for Mr. McNish largely ex-
ceeded the npmber of bona fide
votes cast for him.

%) That a Iarge number of
ballots cast for Mr. Macdiarmid
were in some nefarious and cor-
rupt manner manipulated, where-
by the result of the election was
rendered doubffyl, and that in th s
cornection the woting at Shedden
ana Middlemarch, and ‘in several’
divisions in t. Thomas where
said strangers so voted as deputy

Why Has the West Elgin Commission Not Examined Both of
These Parties ?—Let Them be Summoned Now and

Brought to Light.

returning officers merits special
mention, .

“(7) That tlere are good reasons
to bhelieve that there are many
specific and  welkauthenticated
ecases where agents of Mr, McNish

those strangers, who there paid
large sums of 1 L

y to .
to induce them to vote for him.”
Signed by MeNish.

These damning confessions stand over the
signature of Mr. McNish, - He signed his
name in attestation of thelr truth, when
sitting as a member of the Legislature. He
must have the fullest and most positive
knowledge of their truth or he would never
have signed. ;

But Donald McNish has not been examin-
ed by the commission to tell all he knows.
Why? His evidence alone woul;l aave gone
direct to the heart of the .Infamous com~
spiracy. Mr. A. B. Aylesworth also signed
as counsel for Mr. McNish. It was by bis
‘advice Mr. McNish signed; and it may be
a matter of confidencé between solicitor
and client whether Mr. Aylesworth shouid
go Into the box as well as Mr, McNish, Let
the judges and the lawyers settle it be-
tween them. Mr. R. A. Grant is In the
same position as Mr, Aylesworth.

Both Must Go in the Bex.

But there is po possible contidence that
can protect Premier Ross. The confession
was peddled back and forth between St.
Thomas and Mr. Ross' office by Grant. Mr.
Ross read and re-read the draft os the
damning document. He did all in nis power
to induce Mr. McNish to sign. Why has
Premier Ross not been examined?

Let the Premler be summoned now. The
Opposition should insist In the clearest and
most emphatic terms to-day that Mr. Mec-
Nish and Mr. Ross bota be put in the*box,
whatever protection may be clalmed by
Mr. Aylesworth and Mr., Grant,

SPION KOP WAS LOST BY
A SERIOUS BLUNDER.

Buller Was

Writing from Potgleter’s Drift, under date

of-Jan. 25, %r. Benggt Burleigh, spec¢ini wif

the story of the taking of Spion Kop end
subsequent retirement., He tlyows some
light on the veéxed question of the cause of
the British retreat, which apparently was
the misunderstanding of an order, He
says : )

“When I left the western base of Splon
Kop, after 6 p.m., all was well, The gun
and musketry fire was  alwast quiescueni,
Ounly at rare Intervals did rhe ‘pomn pow’
break in, and, as for the rifles, only the re-
lentless snipers were shooting. The wouud-
ed were being brought dows 1a hundreds,
and, as I have sald, the mountain la.tery
was, with the naval guns, on the.r way to-
ward Thaba Emanyama.

“An hour and a half later a disastrous
change set in. The green troops, wlho Lad
never been under fire, must, I sumsp. ¢t. have
,been shaken by the subsequent whi lwind of
Boer shells and bullets that descguded upon
the mountain. [ disilke tu uame anylody
i particular, regulfirs or colonia‘s, for both
for weary hours behaved magn ficently, and
means might have been more promptly
adopted for helping them.

No Scare or Stampede,

‘“The stories of scare and stampede, whe-
ther of the raw Imperial Light tofantry
levies or certaln of the reguiur, muy be
brushed aside as unworthy of credence,
That in the darkness a thawing and meiting
process set In 1 cad believe, but !t was n-
duced and aggravated by anoiher «ircum-
stance, which I dare to call a criminal Llun-
der.

“Seeing that the 60th (King's ’Boyal Rifles)
were in an exposed sitmation where they
could afford little help in the task of clear-
ing the Boers off the hills, and that they
would come under the shell and rifle fire of
both sides, an order was sent them to re-
tire, Therein lies the mystery and crux o.
all that ensued. So far as I am able to
glean, the order in question was simply ad-
dressed to the 'O.C. (officer commanding);
but that it was meant the 60th should with,
draw to the south, and join the Scottish
Rifles, as some say, Seems open to Qques-
tion.”’

. What Happened.

What appears to have happened s this:

In the death or absence of Colone] Riddell,
Cotoney Thorneycroft took the-message, and
read It to apply to the whole force upon the
sSpion Kop range. A retirement which may
have been a retreat followed, and by 10
p.m., when the rifie fire dwindled into snip-
ing agaln Thaba Emunyama was practl-
cally evacuated, only a handfu! of men re-
maining under the dip of the Mimosa trees.
There were thcse, 1 learn, who retused to
take the order, but whether Major-General
Coke acted upon it or not “we are all alike,
officlally and unofficially, In the dark. The
Thirty-seventh Company of KRoyal Engineers
had also been ordered up with the guns to
turther add to the defences of the moun-
tain.
Whatever may have been the case in War-
ren’s camps, around Poigleter's and wopear-
man’'s, we were In blissful or deplorable
ignorance that the posion had been ey

- TO"INTERCER| THE

British Forece
Zululand to
North of
Durban, Friday,
number of horses wepe
land, with the ‘object of

TM‘M ‘ines between Mtiqnag"snﬁlc
nesday night, a whole
. It is believed this

section being

by rall to hospitals In Maritzourg
they have to be jolted in ambulapce and ¢

Order to One Regiment to Retire Was Construed as Applying to
the Whole Force on the Hill—General

Astounded.
shogked and mortified. e rode off with his

. 8 and has since gpent the L Hme svith -
correspondent of The Dally Telegraph, uu‘.{ :‘;“ “Jil”ﬂ!m&wmw:m;g us imagined tha

i [ e ‘wrested r

jdefeat,” and an attack made ail along our
lllne' upon the Boers, for more, rather than
|less, the fate of Ladysmith was trembiing
in the balance, But no—merely an occa-

slonal gun and rifle shot. Thry glasses I
could see hundreds of Boers gpon Thaba
Emunyama, a few heimeted Tommies
moved about among tanem.

The enemy cculd be seen plcking up Lee-
Metford rifles and cartridges, and assisting
In bringing in wounded and dead to our
dressing stations and ambulances, some of
which were upon the mountain, Taeir own
ambulances were also busy collecting their
;wounded. Our loss is probably over 209
killed and the total casualties quite 1600.

Several of the Boers had ridden on horse
iback up the mountain. General Louis Botha
‘was there, showing we had been fighting
the Free Staters. He was rather Irate, and
at first declared he would keep all the
l‘woundo.:d in his own hands and our ambu-
{lance men until we surrendered 25 prisoners
taken at Acton Homes. Major Wright of
the Gordons, In charge of the ambuiance
corps, palavered for over an hour and
half, and ultimately Botha let them all go.
He bade them within 24 hours remove tnem-
selves and all hospitals south of the Tugela
or he would fire upon them without excep-
tion.

There was an armistice 'agreed upon, ex-
tending to-day from 10 o'clock a.m. to ¢
o'clock p.m., but It was long  after that
bour ere the last of the dead were burjed

and the wounded brought down hill. Our
men declared that they buried over 100 of

our dead upon that part of Splon hop, and
saw at least 50 dead Boers.

Late In the dusk of evening the baggage
and supplies columns were sent back over
the Tugela, both in Warren's and Lyttel-
ton’s forces. 7This foreshadows a retreat
all aiong the line. But two things remain
~—either we must stand and fight, warning
Sir George to co-operate and cut his way
out, or we must abandon bim and Lady-
smith to their fate. Which will it be?

MICHAEL O’HALLORAN DEAD.

The Well-Known Hotelkeeper Up
Yonge-street Passed Away
at Midnight.

Mr. Michael O'Halloran, the well-known
hotelkeeper, dled at his residence, corner
Yonge-street and St. Clair-avenue, shortly
before midnight last night. Mr. O’Hal-
loran had been ailing for the past weex,
but nothing was feared untll last Thursday,
when  he grew worse and rapidly sank,
Deceased was popnlar in many circles, and
his rather sudden demise will be regretted.
In sports he took a great interest, his great-
est hobby being trotting horses. - He was
the owner of Alcona, which ran last year
on the Woodbine, Stratford and London
tracks, Mr. O'Halloran was born in Scort-
street, Toronto, 53 years ago, and had lived
bere all his fife. When a young man he
started In the hotel business, and for many
ears conducted the Deer Park Hotel on

onge-street.. He wuma member of St

conceanled at their homes some of |

b
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WHAT CAN BE DONE T0
~ DOWN PREMIER MARTIN?

4

&
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The Political Situation in British Columbia is Now in an
Almost Hopeless Muddle.

Vancouver, B.C., March 3.—(S8pecial.)—The
political situation in the Province of Bri-
{tlsh Columbia to-day is a puzzler, and all
!the wisest heads cap do towards a solution
|18 to speculate. The Premiership of Joseph
{Martin is not taken seriously beyond the
alartaing fact that it gives him control of
the general election and the public funds.

Martin Full of Confidence.

The attitude of the Government electorate,

{however, has not phased Martin, and be Is

‘tolng about the construction of his Cabinet
and platform and arrangements for an appeal
to the country with an astonishing air of
'confidence. His platform is admitted on
all sides to be a good one, but the practica-
bility of it as well as his sincerity is open-
1y questioned.
Joe is Cunning.

James Stuart Yates of Vietorla and Smith
Curtls of Rossland are the only Minlsters
Martin has announced up to date, and it
may be that he is not looking for any more
just at present, his intention being to make
economy on Ministerda] salaries another
plank in his platform,

He is After Straight Liberals,

This Cabinet Is stralght Liberal, and it
\is imputed to Martin that he Is slyly offer-
ing the ollve branch to the straight Liberals
of the Province,with whom as well as those
of the Dominion, he has been slightly “at
outs” for some time past. The Liberais
have not risen to the fly, but are working
on plans of their own, which do not recog-
nize Martin as a factor in provincial poll-
tics, They are closely watching every move
of the Conservatives, who are expected to
take advanfage of the situation and.put 2
straight party ticket ip the field at an early
date, &
At a2 meeting of Conservatives held in
Vancouver last pight opinion was divided.
Sir !jlbbert Tupper advocated a coalitlop
move to down Joe Martin, and Chm{les wil-
son, the ‘Provinclal leader, urged 'the '?ld-
visability of immediate Introduction of Fed-
eral Hnes. ;

Liberals Against Party Politics,

At 'a meeting of the Executive of ihe
Liberal Assoclation, also held last night,
the general sentiment was agalust DAty
politics, but it was decided, if the Con-
servatives threw down the gauntlet to (ake
it up immediately, This Is what is most
likely to happen, as a representative canyass
of the situation shows that Sir Hibbert's
proposition is disapproved of by Conserva.
tives, wihle Wilson's meets with pecullar
!a_vqr.

et

Calamity in a Large Tenement House
in New York City on Sun-
day Morning.

POLICE AND FIREMEN WERE BRAVE.

e

Rescued a Number of People~Most
of the Victims Were Found
on Fifth Floor,

New York, March 4.—Flve persons were
burped to death and three were Injured
early this morning in a fire which occurred
ip a seven-storey lodging house at 44 and
48 Bowery.

The dead are: Charles Buttle, 40 years
old; John Clark, 50 years old; Edward
Doyle,37 years old; Henry Jackson (colored),
37 years old; one unidentified man abonut-
50 years old.

Stephen Carney, 75 years old, was burned
about the body, face and hands, and re-
moved to the hospital in a serious cond}-
tion, :

Martin Gallagher, 53 years old, was burned
about the face and hands, and also removed
to a hospital. : §

Edward Walker, 47 years old, was
burned, but, ‘gfter having his wounds
dressed, remained at the lodging house.

Discovery of the Fire,

The fire was first discovered shortly after
2 o'clock, Smoke was pouring . from Lhe
windows of the fifth floor, and the flames
were making rapid progress.

The lodging house was cut into 132 rooms
and Y0 of these small places were occupli

when the fire broke out. Policemen Seut
in an alarm and burst Into ‘the place o

| arouse the inma.es. Tney notified the nigat

clerk. who raug the alarms all over .ue
house. The hail was instantiy tilled with a
erowd of excited peopie. ‘Lhe policemen
forced their way to the upper floors in an
effort to rescue some of ihe belpless, or
any who might be overcome with smoke,
They carried out Thomas vH_arper, a one-
legged man, and Edwiard Watker, who had
been burned and pardally overcome by the
smoke.

Siephen Carney was found Iying on the
floor in his room. The flames bad alrealy
burned the old man's hands, face and budy,
but a policeman picked him up and carried
him out of the bullding.

All Found on Fifth Floor.

The firemen succeeded in putting out the
flames without great ioss to the bullding,
After the fire was out, they - begau a
search, The bodies of all five of the vie-
tims were found on the fifth floor, where
the fire did most damage. Buttie was
suffocated in his bed. John Clark was
found on the floor of his room dead, as
wis also BWdward Doyie. The colored man
was found dead at a window, and the uni-
dentified man had been overcome just as
he was dragging bimself from the window
to the fire escape. .

All the bodies were taken to the morgue.

1he origin of the fire is 1nknown, aud
an investigation is being made.

ALLEGED DISUI*RLY HOUSES

Were Raided by the Police on Sate
Night 3

Basii’s Chure ag was a

What the Plans of the Different Factions Seem to Be—There May
Be Five Distinct Parties in the Election—
Will Gov. Mcinnes Go?

RUSSIAN AGG
"~ MAY SOON

RE

Scheme to Get a Port on the Pers

Five Parties in the Field.

If the Conservatives act on Wilson's sug-
gestion there will bé at leagt five distinct
parties In the fleld at the general election.
These will be straight Conservatives,
straight Liberals, the Provinclal party
(composed chiefly of followers of the late
Semlin Government, with Cotton as leader), |
the Turer party (composed of Liberals and
Conservatives opposed to the late Govern-
ment and to party politics) and the Joe
Martin party.

There s also a strong probability of the,
labor people putting a ticket in the field.
and then the temperance and moral reform
element are bestirring themselves to se-
cure a plece of whatever is going,

Lieut.-Governor in Contém:i?,

In the whole muddle the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor has been brought conspicuously into
contempt, and his release from office would
be about the most popular move the rovern-
ment at Ottawa could make in connection
with Briish Columbiaat tne present time.

WILL M’INNES BE DISMISSED ?

Action of the B, C. Lieutenant-Gove
ernor Under the Considera~
tion of the Ottawa Cabinet,
Ottawa, March 4.—(Special.)—The actlon
of Lieut.-Gavernor Mclnnes of British Col-
umbia In dismissing the Semiin Govern-
ment and sending for Joe Martin i sald
to be under the consideration of the Ot-
tawa administration, and already represen-
tations are being made to Sir Wilfrd
Laurfer, asking for his dismissal, as Gov- |
ernor Lettelller was dismissed by Sir John
Macdonald. But the thing to first fiud out
18 whe her there Is any secret nrderstanding
betwegn Governor Melnnes, the Liberal
lenders at Ottawa, and Joe Martin, for the
henefit of the Liberal party. As to this
no one seems to know; most take it for
granted that the Liberals and Martin are
ar war. If this latter is the case, Sir wil-
£rid ‘may see his way 'to declare that Go7-
ernor McInnes' usefulness Is gone. In that
case Mr. Hewitt Bostock, M.P., will come
in for the governorship. But to turn down
the ‘seplor Mclnres invoives aléo his son,

London, March 4~War with Russia in
Central Asia is pear; If not immineat, In
the opinlon of students of foreign polities.
The aggressions of Ruseia In the far Kast
are brought prominently to light once more
by the news that she Is to acquire’a port
on the Persian Gulf,

As far back as 1889 it was known In
London that Russia was treating with
Persia for greater commercial “privileges.

| Little by little she has demanded and re-

celved more, until pow "the effete country
that was the Empire of Xerxes is ab-
solutely under the thumb of the great white
Czar,

Bunder Abbas bas been mentioned many- which E
“ in return’

times as the that Russla was seeking.
The stone in path has been .the control
of this port and Bushire—the only two
on the Persian Guif—by England, to whom
their customs receipts were mortgaged In
return for a loan.
s Concessions Granted,

Concessions to Russian capitalisis for
rallrouds In Persia have been gmnted
within the last few years, and while none
of these has had the Persian Gulf as a
stated objective point there has been talk
in diplomatic circles of extensions in the
near future that would bring them out to
the gulf. Tabreez is the initial point in
all these plans. It is a city of about
175,000 inhabitants, and the centre of the
trade that passes from Central Asia to the
Caspian_ Sea. :

It has been reported that a lne was| It

planned to Kushk, on the Afghan frop-
tier, with the object of pushing it on to
Herat as soon as- England was in such a
position as to bé able to offer slight ob-
jection. | }
The Viedomostl, organ of the Husslan
Government in Central Asia, ls authority
for the statement that the Trans-Persfan
rallway will be 1300 miles, runmng from
Dshuifa, by way of Tabreez, Hamadan,
Ispahap and Kerman, to .Bunder AbLAS,
and that 150,000,000 rgubles will be spent
upon it. : b i
Secret Army Mobiligation,

England—Had Chamberlain’s M
Any Bearing on
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Then there was the sudden and secret

e ks ey s e 2% | A THOUSAND CANADI

of supporters to Sir Wilfrid. But the only

way to beat Joe Martin now seems to be

to get. a governor who will dismiss hims

as long as he. has -the, confidence of the

present governor it looks as If he will get an
fon, with & chance of earry-
fluce In 8y EHErs). electior

et e

Ashton Smith, Son of Rev, Henry
“Ashton Smith of Fort Erie,
Believed to be Lost,

STARTED FOR BUFFALO IN A BOAT.

e

Ctles Were Heard trom the River
and Young Smith Has ‘Not
Since Been Seem.

Buffslo, March 3.—Two men were crriel
down the Niagara River on a cake of lce
to-night and drowwed by the tilting of the
cake, which: plunged them into the water,

The captain of the ferry boat Niagara,
which ‘plies between Buffalo and Fort Erle.
Ont., ‘heard cries for help coming from the
darkness of the river, 48 he was moving off
from the Capadian shore. Putting his boat
about, he drifted down ‘with* the curreat
until the International bridge stopped fur-
ther progress. - He heard the ecalis grow
fainter and fainter. - Policemen on. the Buf-
falo shore also heard the calls for heip, and
dist'netly Leard two volces, L.;o.tmmpt
two boys reported to the police that *Ley
saw a cake of ice with two men upon it tio .t-
down streamn beyond the northern.boundary
of the ¢lty. They say ome man rose up,
and, as did so, the cake of ice. tippud
:_1&. and both men slid off and feli into the

er,

ANOTHER VERSION OF IT,

Only One Man Was Lost, and It Is
Believed He Was a Canadian
Clergyman’s Son,

Buffalo, March 4.—Scarcely a doubt re-
mains that ope of the men whose 2alls for
help were heard from the Nlagara River
last night, was Ashton Smith, 27 years old,
son of Rev. Henry Ashton Smith, rector
of St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church of Fort
Erle, Ont. Young Smith left Fort Erfe st
8 o’'clock last evening in a rickety ooat to
row over to Buffalo on an important errand
for a friend, and has not been seen since.
There is almost: a certainty that his boat
became water-logged and sank’ after drift-
lu,f about two miles down the river,

o-day’'s deviopments tend to llseradi
the story of boys, reported to the police
lust night, which was in effect that they
lLad seen two men slide from a tilted ice
cake Into the river. The captain of the
bort Erie ferry and gollcemnp on the Buf-
falo shore sald they heard two volces com
ing from the river. It is now believed they
were mistaken, and that young Smith per-
-ished alone. '

Shannon Letter Files cost little, save
q;ug:yﬂmo. Ouice Speclalty Mtg. O..,
‘1 Vo

To-Day’s Prices for Furs at Din-
eens’,

The furs of the future will be no bettar
than the furs of to-day—but only the af-
floent ‘will be able to own them. Alaska
sealsking will be more preclous than dia-
monds, and Persiap Lamb skins will be

’

| sana  Catadian ‘troops will be required
‘to garrison the city, Members of the per-

" T0 GAR

biga Ak .

ottgwe; Maiih 2—iSpeenka{The Mo,
ister of Miitla and Col, Ayimer, acting
D, O, Ci ‘are busy arranging to have 2

tag, to take the place of the British regu-
lars semt to South Africa. About one thou-

manent corps will not be semt, It is pos

Have a permanent regiment of Canadians
4t Hallfax, as the Imperial authorities are
accepting the proposition made to, Britain
to repatriate the 100tb Regiment,
Oft for Boston,

Sir Charles Tupper.and Mr, J. A, Gfllles,
M. P, left Ottawa to-day for Boston,
where Sir Charles will dellver a lecture

omm 1S NOW SERENE.

Both Sides Supposed to Be Ashamed
of Themselves—The Premier
Was Very Anxious.
\Ilontrenl. March 4.—(Special.)—It now
looks as If the disturbances have come to
an end, and both partles no doubt feel they
made fools of themselves, There  were
crowds in the streets last evening, but
there was mo trouble, and to-night the o'd
ity has completely resumed Its usual qulet,
'Sty Wifrid Laurler was probably tbe
most scared man in the Domin.on, for the
Premler wired right nn%r ieft ﬂ;o his frlne:;

1ish and French,to use ev
m‘b?:umnefme to bring the tumviis to

an end.

‘stated here to-night that the Prime
M&l«i?er i{s against the Stpathcona Horse
coming to Montreal, fearing trouble.-

GAS COULD BE £OLD AT $1.25,

peggers Are Agitating  for
Publie Ownership,

Winnipeg, March 4.—(Special.)—The Board
of Trade Committee reports that ‘gas could
be supplied bere at a profit at §L.20 per
thousand. At present the price is §2.25 A
strong agitation bas begun for puvlic own-
ership of commercial lighting.

‘Co., Patent Solic-
itors_and experts, “d Commerce Build-

ing, Torvnio. X L

: An Influx of (uw and Milliners.

‘ be&.of the I’etmanelﬁ Col
: gem

vegiment of Canadian militta sent to Halk |

sible that in the near future Canada will |

And as $2.25 Is Charged, Wt--l-_

bold! Te

Kimb
Toronto |

' Des h Lest starm of the
wlli’lamll;: I:c ed the rollways in lu‘wm
try embrace, those architects of X
«he miiliners,:are as plentltul‘ln fown as
young onions in springtime. ¢
*hese disciples of Madime Mantalin!
andoubtedly enjoy among other attr

iy ed ‘ﬁe Ll a
purchase nt‘?\unn’s. next door, of a few of
those irresistible new BEaster neckties.
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