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2 PRIVY COUNCIL APOLOGIA

make the plunge.,. But there would be no disaster. On the con-
trary, with a good deal of experience of the Privy Council, I do most
unhesitafingly assert that the administration of our laws would be
improved by ceasing to send our cases to England. Our constitu-
t.on for example, would have a chance of development along
mtelligible Imes. *

Constitutional Ca^e^.-Sometimes it is said that the appeal to
the Pr.vy Council ought to be retamed in constitutional cases. On
the contrary, it is specially with reference to those cases (by far
the most important class) that the appeal should be suppressed.
\\e may say that there are altogether three classes of cases- (1)
those involving points which might arise in England; (2) those
involving points arising out of laws, customs, or situations peculiaro our own system; and (3) those involving constitutional points.
In cases of the first class, English judges are as much at home as
are our own. In many of the cases of the second class, they are
as helpless as are men in other parts of the worid who endeavor to
adjust settled conceptions to unfamiliar circumstances. And the
insuperable difficulty of their Lordships with reference to cases
of the th.ro class-the constitutional cases-is that no amount ofstudy of a system of government can compensate for lack of prac-
tical experience of it. I venture to say that if British statesmen
could grasp the workings of the federal form of government, manyof the mistakes m connection with the Irish question would neverhave been made. Look, for example, at the last of the Home RuleBils-now a statute. Partial control of the tariff is given io
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Everybody in the United States and Canada knowswhat the effect would be. British statesmen do not.

• Privy Council Apologia.

If we want to know upon what grounds it is argued that
C anadians ought to carry their cases to England for final adiudica-
on, we cannot do better than read the defence of the system which
their Lordships themselves put forward, when, in 1871, the Austra-
lans were endeavoring to establish a close limit upon appeals.
It was as follows:

"It is impossible to overlook the fact that this jurisdiction is part of Her
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*»'-•' has been exercised for the benefit of^e coloniessince the date of the.r settlement
, It is still a powerful link between the colonSand the Crown of Great Britain, and secures to every subject Zughout "h"Fn,p,re the nght to redress from the throne. It provides a remedy in many

ca«..s no, fallmg w.thin the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts of justice hremove, causes from the influence of local prepossession. It affords the means


