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The place ot the amethyst in systematic mineralogy :»»

cheJcal constituents, crystallographic form, the characters

of the species ot which it is a variety, its colour geognostic

situations, and geographic distribution are so -'^^l ^no™
^^

scarcely to call for remark. There is still some difference of

opinion as to it constituents, traceable no doubt to the fact,

that these are not constant, but vary in different specimens

Eose's analysis, which is that most generally received is as

follows: sUica 97-50, alumina 075, iron ox.de and traes

of manganese 0-75. In a Brazilian specimen, Hemtz (quoted

by Dana) found traces of magnesia and soda, whose presence

he thinks accounts for the characteristic colour of th^

mineral Others hold this to be due to a smallP—f °f

oxide of manganese. Amethyst occurs ni veins or linmg the

oft-described agate balls. "Crystals withm the g odes or

hollow agate balls are very often of an amethyst o our,

and some are very fine" (Cronstedf . "Mmeralogy, vol. .p.

151 17S8). I am able to show to the Society, a very bea„t,f„i

™up of pure amethyst crystals in an agate ball from

Saxly The gem known as oriental amethyst is spmel or

«:i*a; c^ru^nn.,. widely different minera wi^h an

amethystine hue. The constituents ot spinel are ali.mm.


