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The attitude that Gennan girls and women ap-

pear to have adopted toward Allied, and especially

British, prisoners from the time the armistice

went into force is not a pleasant thing to write of,

and I confine myself to a single observation which

an old sergeant of the "Contemptibles"—one

of the sixty-nine that the Vidette br./Ught from

Hamburg—made on the subject. It was one of

the most witheringly biting characterizations of a

nation I have ever heard fall from the lips of any

man. He had been telling me in a humorous sort

of way of •* raspberry leaf tea," ersatz coffee of

various kinds, paper sheets, and various and sun-

dry other substitutes, and then, switched off to the

subject by a question regarding a statement a Ger-

man officer had been heard to make about the rela-

tions of prisoners and women of the country, he

spoke of the ways of the girls of Hamburg since

the armistice.

There is no doubt," he said, ''that the young

of both sexes have been getting more and more

shameless in their morals ever since the beginning

of the war, but it is only since we were practically

set free by the armistice that the state of things

has come home to prisoners. I don't think that

there are very many British prisoners—certainly

no man that I know personally—who have had

anything to do with these young hussies ; but that


