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table, hut I liavu never been baptixc I with water, (or I Jo

not re^"ird »uch hupiisin n» obligatory on me. I belii've I

have received thf^ baptiitn of the Spirit, all thm in my viuw

of Stripturr, the M»ti»ler ri*<|iiiri'»« of me. Will you admit

me?" To Hiich a re<|ueiit I would bo uompellfd to reply,

" My dear brother, I have the fuih-si eotifulence in you us

a Ch-iMtian. I know that you bilieve yourself baptized

aec<»rdin^ It) tin- rf(|uironient» of the Word of (iod, and that

you cannot hoc llu* necetisity of water baplisin. Hut

however inueh I rri^pcct your Pons(ii**nli.>u» eonvictions,

and oilierwise would gladly wclcuurie you as a brother in

Christ, one whom the Lcf I believe, Iium rtec-ived, my
ehurc^h r(M|utret4 in hi>r hUum' trd:*, and titat I believe agree-

ably to S<y:ij)ture, ba|)ii.Hm in water, as u pre-rt»|ui8ilc to

the table of the Lord. ' am the.efore under tlu; painful

necefsily of declining your iitpicsi." Now this is just the

attitude which the Ikiplist assunjes ti)wardt« his l*edo-H j>.

tist brt'ihren. We must udndt them, either us bap»'/ea or

as unbapti/cd Christians. Suppose,

(I ) That we admit them to the table of the Lord as

baptized Ciifistiuns, what is the consequence? VVhy, we
s'.ultify ourselves. We prcfess to regard believers' iran it-

sioii as the only baptism warranted by Scripture. If

believers' immersion is the only baptism, tricn infant

sprinkling cannot be baptism at all, and we are conisistent

in rc(juiring the immersion of all rec^-ived into church

fellowship, whether lliey have or have not received what b
regardod by Pedo-Baptists as baptism. But if we admit

to the Lord's tsible as baptized persons, those sprinkled in

infancy, or sprinkled u;.vn a profession of their faith, vve at

once bear testimony against our own piinciples, and con-

demn our own practice, which we believe to be acco.ding

to the Word of God, of retjuiring immersion on a profession

of faith, even of those who have received the ordinance m
infancy. You may find fault, then, with the Baptists' views

of the ordinance. Prove to your own satisfaction, if you


