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in the old law-books, v/hcrc the wickcdnefs of the a6t is

aggravated by the circumftances of fecrecy, or treachery,

murder has been long fince fettled, to be the voluntary
killing a perfon, of malice prepenfej though certainly

that which is either fecrec, or treacherous, in proportion
as it becomes lefs eafy to elude, and more difficult of de-
teftion, is, in its nature, infinitely more alarming and
odious.

For this rcafon, of all modes the moji detelVable is poi-
fon ; and the murder of perfons (landing in particular re-

lations of confidence to the murderer, takes a higher caft

of guilt, and is denominated petit-trea/on.

Thefe fpecific aggravations do not, that I know of*,

exift in any cafe that is likely to come before you : But
if any thing like them exifts, thefe fervc beft for illuftra-

ticn.

What the particular circumftances may be, from which
it (hall be propofed to you to frame a charge of this

offence, againft any perfons now in cuftody, as far as they

have come to nriy knowledge, 1 leave to be colleded by
you from the witnefTes, and forbear to anticipate ; beta-

king myfelf rather, to what is giore peculiarly the pro-
vince of the Court in this ftage of the proceedings, i, e,

to give you a fhort direftion, upon what principle you
will do well to govern yourfelves, as refpefting the evi-

dence that (hall be laid before you, in turning it into a
Bill,

That you come to this enquiry with no palTions but a
defire of public juftice, nor with any worfe fentiment than
that of an honeft indignation, at a fuppofed offence, of
the deepeft dye, 1 am fo convinced, that I have not a
Ivord to fay but in commendation ofthe motives, by which
I believe you to be aftuated, upon the prefcnt occafion.

Permit me oniy to entreat you, not to let that indig-

nation, which, as applied to the crime, is laudable, tranf-

port you too far, againft any who may be innocent of it.

At the fame time, if you have ground for a probable
opinion, that Murder has been committed, it is that cry-

ing offence, that will not fleep, but will have inquifition

made of it in open day.

In this cafe, lefs than dired and full evidence will be
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