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PREFACE.

nnlv a reli but, in someo;ioiis.

dP^-ee, a denominational cl.aracter; .o ma.. »,„..

we have by no .neans overlooked or neglected

intercourse with other parties, the reader of the

'. t.or.llP^1p(l '^ keep in view this

follovviiig pages is requesieii At^t^i

more definite purpose of our visit.
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Aware of human infirmities, we will not presume ,}ak

to have entirely escaped the warping influence of ^oui

prejudice; but if our report is necessarily denomi- 4ut

national, we trust it is not offensively sectar.an. .-ol

Precluded by our plan from minute references to ,ex,

others, we have, nevertheless, the highest satis-

faction in recording the general prosperity of tl,e

whole christian body of America. The Spirit ha,

heen evidently poured down from on high upon all,

and we fervently pray that it may descend m per

petual and still more copious e .usions. ||><
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We dare aver that in every statement, truth has *«

been our anxious aim ; whether we liave been sue At

cessful or not, let the public and the critics judge, |u

apart from personal, political, or polemical bias. #^1


