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Cession of American Territory

A Pacific Coast Protest Against the Yielding by the United States of any Portion

of Alaska to the Dominion of Canada.

IX
l."^^.^ thf ( ioxfrnnu'iit of Russia and (irt-at Britain I)\ <:\c;iy and formal ti-^aty

d«.'l«.'rniint.'d thv intt-Twnin;^- line hctwcH-n tlu'ir rcspt'Ctisi' ]»osst'ssions (»n tlu-

contim-nt of North Anu'rica. (irt-at Britain thi'ii acknow Iv I'^rd thv ri^ht of

Kussiatoall of tlu' Pacific Coast north of 54-4-i> and Portland canal, and \\<.'st (»f th*.-

suniniits of tht- rani^r of nKuintains noarost to the coast. If such mountains wvw
far from thi' short', then the liiu' was to he drawn ten m.arine leaiiius Ironi thi'

ocean. During' the following fort\-two \ears Russia remained in undisputed ownei--

shi]) of all that re<;-ion, known then as Russian America, and until, in 1<S<»7. her

title thereto was passed to the United States for S7,(M,)(),(MMI. At that time the white

inhabitants numbered about one thousand, all of whom, saw a tew enyaj^'ed in the

fur trade, were reliant u])on the Russian o-o\ornment for their means of li\in^\

There were no fisheries, no manufactures, no minin<^\ no farming;, no business

and relations with any other countrx and ])eople than Russia and the Russians.

With the advent (»f the Americans came a chanye. Steamers beyan to run

there from California. Orej.i'on an<l Washin^'ton ])(>rts ; peo])le of the world were in-


