
KNOX AND HIS RELATIONS TO WOMKN >7)

no •mall honob. to Mrs. Locke that hit affection for her

hoald have brought home to him thia unwonted feel.ig

of dependence upon otben. Everything elie in the courte

of the correipondence teatifiei to a good, sound, downright

iort of friendship be^ween the two, leu ecstatic than it was

at first, perhaps, but serriceable and yery equal. He gives

her ample details as to the progress of tne work of refor-

mation ; sends her the sheets of the Conftssion of Faith,

" in quairs," as he calls it ; asks her to assist him with her

prayers, to collect money for the good cause in Scotland,

'and to send him books for himself— books by Calvin

especially, one on Isaiah, and a new revised edition of the

" Institutes." " I must be bold on your liberality," he

writes, "not only in that, but in greater things as I s>iall

need." ' On her part she applies to him for spiritual

advice, not after the manner of the drooping Mrs. Bowes,

but in a more positive spirit,—advice as to practical points,

advice as to the Church of England, for instance, whose

ritual he condemns as a "mingle-mangle."' Just at the

end she ceases to write, sends him " a token, without writ-

ing." "I understand your impediment," he answers, "and
therefore I cannot complain. Yet if you understood the

variety of my temptations, I doubt not but you would

have written somewhat." ' One letter more, and then

silence.

And I think the best of the Reformer died out with

that correspondence. It is after this, of course, that he

wrote that ungenerous description of his intercourse with

Mrs. Bowes. It is after this, also, that we come to the

unlovely episode of his second marriage. He had been

left a widower at the age of fifty-five. Three years after,

it occurred apparently to yet another pious parent to sacri-

fice a child upon the altar of his respect for the Reformer.
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