
(3 On Ihc ihtl,' oj' ///'• Jlrsl l)i<icore)'!i of Ihe AtDcncan Coii/iiiciiL

of Cathay, it )ii;iy hr coiijccHn'cd that it was not far tVoiu llu; year 1I77 that

tli(> I'amily of {'al)i)t Iraiisrcrrcd its jicnalcs io tliis port in tho cxtrcnic west of

lairopc; for ilic sccoiid sou, Scljastian, whom I suppose to have hecu horn in

1 1-72 or 1 17;>, was then only a cliild.

•'-Hut ill Itsj), the iTith July, W(< so(> a shij) and its consort, of oig'hty tons

i)iird('n. Ix^louijiiiiV 10 tlii> niorchaut .lay (ho yonni,^cr, and oouduct'Hl hy the most
skilful iiiariiii'i' iu all ! Jiiilaud, sell inn' |',„.ti, jVom Bristol to j^'o west from tvoland

toso(>kthi' inland of P.rcsil ; and, on the ISth of th(> Scpteinher following', the

ui'ws roaches IV.iVidi. that, aft(a- a cruise of two months, the expculitiou had
returned to a jmhI of Ireland with.out liaviui;' found tlie island soui;'lit. 'L'liis

nucyi^ih'f iiKcis sci(^it(ijtc!in innriiHii-iiia Iciius Ainjl'ui', 1 ])ersua{hmiyself, is no other

lhan .lolin (.'al)f)t himself.

'.Hut I'l'im a doid)t let us pass to a certainty. We have arrived now at the

ycMr ] li)]
; and we know this lime, appositely, that there then commenced a

series of consecutive explorations. wlii(di cmploy(>d, each year, two, tliree, lour

cn!a\-els, ]iroee(Mliim' from the ]iort of Bristol lo sail luuhn' the direction of John
t'ahot. the (ieiioe^(>, for the discovery of tlie isle of Bresil and of the Seven
Cities: this is what the Spanish amhassador Pedro d'Ayala sends olUcially to

his Oi,veniiiiei!i in a (!es])atcli of the l^.jth of .July, 1 IDS, on occasion of the

departure of a L;reat expedition conluled to this Cienoese. ' Losde Bristol ha siete

anuos (pie cada anno lian arinado dos, tres, cuatro caravelas ])ara ir a Imscar la

isia del Jh'asil, y las Siete Ciuda(h's, eon la fantasia deste Cienoves.''
•• At last, (ju the fourth voya;;'e of this septennial series, in the month of .June,

1 1'.il, till' search is no longer in vain : in one of the legends accompanying the
great clli[)tical Ma],j)c-JJ<>,i(l,\ puhlislied in 1511 hy Schastian Cahot, then grand
]iiiol of Spain, the following indisputahie declaration is inscrihed, hoth in Spanish
and Latin, and is pointed out liy an express reference [in the body of the map],
forwha{ relati<s to Tierra de los Baeallaos : 'Tliis land Avas discovered by ,)olin

Cabot a \'enetiau and Sel)astian Cabot his son, in the year of the 1
'rth of our

Saviour .'eMis Christ, Mccccxtiiri (1191), the twenty-fourth day of .Tcme
(at .') o'clock) in the morning; to which land has been given the name of
• The land lirst sihmv '

: and to a great island, Avhich is very near the said land, the
name of 'St. .John' has beiMi given, on account of its having lieen discovered the
same da v.'

^' His wnnls an. :-"']li,. „u>ii of liristol liuvo Cor iIr. last seven yoars seal out .very voar twc,
Ihr.v, <,r iuiir camve!. iu SL^aich of tlie Island of Brazil au.l the seven cities, uccor.ling tu the tauey of this
GenoL'.se."


