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: contrary to our expe£Utiotis, there was a

xonfiderable depth of water, fo that we went
over the reef without touching, though not

without (hipping many heavy feas. The land

now began to have a dreadful appearance,

feeming at the diftance we were off to be high

and rocky ; but, on approaching within a

mile of It, we had the pleafure of defcrying a

fine fandy beach and a bold fhore.

As we advanced, the water continued to

have a depth beyond our moft fanguine

wifh^s, fo as to allow us to come within fifty

or fixty yards of the (liore before we ftruck;

Now was the time for every man's appre^

henfion to be on the rack, as we might ex-

ft^, ^dn touching the (hore, that the lliip

would go to pieces. At length (he grounded
with a violent concuflion. Oh the firft Uroke
the main-maft weftt out of the fteep, and on
the fecond the! foremaft ; but neither of them
ftll over the Ude, the deal boards in the hold
being flowed fo clofe together, that the mails

had no room to play below. At the fame
time, the rudder was unfhipped with fuch

violence as to be near killing one of the

failors.' As foon as the (hip had grounded,
the fea began to beat over her on every part,

each wave lifting her four or five feet nearer

the fhore. In a fhort time, the ilern was
beat in by the fea; and then, having i^o

fiielter in the cabin, we were obliged to go
upon deck, and hang by the fhrouds, le^ we
Ihould be wafhed overboard. In this uncom-
fortable fit nation, we remained till the vefTel

I \* was


