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64 Recent Travellers in North America.

Tlio result of all this had Ix'cn an cxtcnsivo einijjmtlon to the

States, both of farmers and lumberers—many of the former

leavhi" their huuls to their ereclitors without even the form of

a sale. Had as this is, it may, in Mr. Johnston's opinion,

have aiTorded the Province its best chance of nnurnin^ to n

healtliv, cheerful, em'r»;('tic, and prosperous ccmdition. All, he

says, that is now retjuired, is that *• the farmers mind their own

husim'ss.^

We can !)y no means adopt the agricultural Professor's evident

coldness as to the tind)er industry of these rejjions. It seemed

ri|?ht to state fully tlu; c(mclusions he arrived at as respects New
Brunswick ; but we must sujr^est t«) him that that is only a ])artof

the question. lOven in New Hrunswick, it would apjx^ar from a late

petition of the Lejjislative Council and Assembly of the Province

to the House of Lords that, notwithstanding; the severe eflects of

the Act of l^4(), the timber trade had reformed, and to a con-

siderable extent recovered itself. The Act, 'based on the prin-

ciples of free trade, placed foreijjn and colonial wood in the British

market upon ane(juality, tdhimj into considerntion the difference of

distance and cunserjuenf/i/ (f frcif/ht.' I>ut the British Cjiov(Tn-

ment have, in the present Session of Parliament, pnx laimed their

purpose to carry the war a<;ainst the Colonial wood-interests much
further—in short to make such a new r(!(luction in the duties as

would leave no inari^in whatever for the diU'erence of distance and

frei<j;ht between our American ports and the ports of the IJaltic.

A similar petition, moreover, has been addressed to the House ot

Lords bv the Council of the (Quebec ])oard of Trade ; which shows

that exactly the same alarm has been excited in Canada . Arc

we reallv determined to complete the alienati(m of ]5ritish North

America ?

Inconsecjuence, no doubt, of this wide-spread discontent, so closelv

connected, first and last, with the inlluence of the anti-colonialisis in

our Home Ciovernment, a bill has lately been presented in Con-

gress, declarinsxtiie expediency of obtaininjj by j)eaceal)le means the

annexatifm of our Provinces. A formidable symptom of ' j)leasant

relatitms!' Yet, in the face of it, we cannot (piite overlook tiie (>lc-

ments of discord anddisunicm now at work in the Cireat Republic

itself. We have all read enou<jh of the rivalry and anta<;onisiii

between the States of the South and North, especially in rei>ai(l

to the tarifif and slavery questions. \\\vn Mr. Calhoun is said to

have l)een of opinion that the time had arrived when the Confcd*--

racy was stnmf; enough to bear dividinij into two—and that the

interests of the Northern and Southern States were become suMi-

ciently diverse to require it. Since the passinuf of the iMiuitixc

Slave Bill, the animosity has been doubled. The spectacle of men,

wonu'U,


