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The consonance

the second and
third paragraphs

of the Treaty.

of

Chart No. 4.

the rliannol and tlio straits hvlw^ so ('(mupctcd in tlic sccoiid i)ar,ii,'vapli as to h,

i;ovt'rnc(l l)y tlir prcci'diuL!; words, " lliioiiiiii llic middle dl"."

Ni)\v, tlic extent id" the waters lien- disi^nrited as I'lica's Strait is nut in eontrn.

versy. It is true, inch-ed, tiiat liy some' writers, amonn'st wlinni may h(> meiitidinil

^Ir. liohert (ireenln)W, the iiihrarian ti> tlie Department nl" Slate of tlie I'nited Stiitci,

and the aiithm" of a Memoir, Historical and I'olilieal, on tlie N'ortii-West Coast iif

North Aiiieriea,])uhlished in ISIO hy direction ol liie Senate, tlie term " Fiica's Strait

"

lias boon used prior to tlie Treaty of ]s|(; to denote tlie whole of the ohannol throiiijii

which '. was supposed that the Ciroek pilot, .liiaii de I'lica, found a i)assai;'e into tiir

P(dar Sea in the sixteenth century. Thus ."\lr. (iiveiihow, in his " History of Oregon"

(p. 'J 'I, sjioakiiii,' of th(> three urenl uroups of islands south of 51° !(>' north latitndi',

sa\ •,
" The suiithernmost L;rou|) eniliraee-; one lar^'e island, and an inlinite iiumher (i(

sniaUer ones, oxtondini,' from the IDlli ij.irallel to the .")lst, and separated from tin

continent on tlio south and east !iy the channel eiilled tlii' Strait of I'lioa." Tliciv

is a slit^ht hiacounioy, it may he (ili-er\e(l, in this pa>>au'e as regards the latitude (ifl

tho p,'roiip of islands; hut Air. (Ire.'nhow, in .a pre\ ions passiinc of th(> same wmil

(p. 22), has desorihod tin; channel which he has in view with irreater accuracy, ,is

ninninij eastward about 100 mil(\s between tho tSth and l!)lh jiarallels of latitudi',
|

and then tiirninjj; to the north-west.

The view of llor Majesty's (iovernnKMit is, thai th(> term '• Fiica's Straits" is used
|

in the Treaty (A' ISU! to siiiaiilV the lo\\('r i);>rliiin oiilv of .Mr. (Jrceuhow's Cliamii'l,

namely, the inlet of tho sea which evtends eastward from the racMiv (Jooan to tlu'i

cntmnco of the jiassai^'o, ihroiiu'li wliich Aancouver continued his A-oyau:o to tlio

northward, and Avhicli he has laid down in his chart as a navifiahle (dianiud, eoimootiin'

Fuoa's Strait with the ii])pi-r w.-iters of t!ie ancient Clulf.

In accordance with lliis si^nilicalion of I'n. a's Straits, Her ]\li'.jesty's fJovornnicit
|

submits to llis Imperial .Majesty that the tiiiii " I'uoa's Straits"' must be taken
j

to have been inserted in tlu; second ])araLrraph of the Tst Article of tho Treaty of

IbK), for the sake of descrihiiiif with greater precision tho eours(> of the lv)undary line,

and that it is one of tho necessary conditions of the l)()nndary line, that it should he

drawni through the middle of the Inlet of the .-eii, of which Cape .l''l;itlery may lie

roirarded as the south-Avestern extremity, and Doeojitiou I'ass as tho norlh-eastum

extremity.

Now a lino may bo properly said to ho drawn thr(iuu;h tho middle of this inlrt,

if it 1)0 drawn in either of two ways, namely, if it he (h'awu loiiLifhways, or if ill

be drawn breadthways. There eau however ho no doubt as to Avhicdi of suohl

alternative lines is recpiired to satisfy the Treaty, as the line is to he drawn to thcl

I'aeific Ocean, and this can only he elTootod hy drairiiKj ilie line ihromjh the middle nil

Fuc(i'.'< Strail.i leivjthwtiijx. Upon this point in the case, Her Majority's (jovornmoi)t[

submits to Uis Imjierial ^rajesty that there can he no reasonalde doubt.

Her Alajesty's (iovonunonl further submits to llis Inijierial A[aj(>sty that, ml

order that the second paragraph of the 1st Artitdo of the 'rreaiy of JSKi shall U'

I

consonant to the third paragraph, in other words in order to aoeoimt for and ^ivel

reasonable effect to tho third paragraiih, whereby tho navigation of the whole of Fuci\t\

Straits is secured to both tho High Contracting Parties, the second jiaragraph mustkj
interjircted as requiring the lino to bo drawn southerly through the middle of a ehanml

which II ill allow it to enter the head waterx of Fiirii's Straits, and to he continued throuifil

the middle of the Straits in an uninterrupted line to the Pacitic Ocean; in other Wdi'd*

the boundary Hue after it has entered Fuca's Straits must divide tho waters of tlicl

Straits in such a manner, as to render tlic^pi'oviso nooossary, which is embodied iul

the third paragraph.

For tho purpose of bringing this ])ari of the case more completely before the mindl

of llis lni])erial Majesty, Her Majesty's (iovermufMit will roeapitulate briefly tkl

characteristics of I'uca's Straits, as they hoar u|)on tho question.

The breadth, then, of h'uea's Straits, whore they leave the Paeiiic Ocean hotwcral

Cajie Flattery on tho Contineni, their southern ])oint, and Bonilla Point on \'aiieouvcr'il

Island, their lun'lhern ])oint, is ihirteen miles. Within these points they soon narroul

to eleven mih-s, and carry this Avidlli on an east course for forty miles. They tlu'iil

take an east-north-east direotion to i'.-' shor(> of "Whidhoy Island. Between Eacol

Islands and tho southern shore is the narrowest jKirt of the Straits, 'fhcir loa-tl

breadth, however, in this part is not less than eight miles, after which the Sti'.'iitif

• •xpaiid immediately to seventeen miles, a width which they maintain more or lisi

in the part where the Canal di; Ilaro enters them. On the other hand, it is difTicidtl

to detine precisely the place where the waters of Fuca's Straits merge in thos;- .1


