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THE LUMBER TRADE 0F 1903
Review of Conditions Throughout the Dominion. -Staistics of the Export Trade.-

Prices Higher, but Cost of Production Proportionately Greater.--
Favorable Oudlook for 1904.

THE statistics which we publish in this
riumber confirm thegenerai opinion
that the lumber trade lias passed

through another year ofprosperity. The volumne
of business wvas of large proportions, and while
the exports ta European countries 'eii of.'
siightly, this wvas probabiy due ta an en.arged
home consumptian and increased shipmceîts to
the United States, of which no complete returns
are availabie. The record of the white pine
trade is very gratifyin'k, and as each year goes
by the conviction becomes more thoroughly
grou.nded that there is no better asset in Canada
than white pine timber.

0f the lumber requirements British Columbia
furnished a greater percentage than in any
previaus year. There was a good local demand,
heavy shipments were made int the Canadian
Northwest, and exports to fortign countries
were on an enlarged scale. In the latter con-
nection the marked expansion of business with
Sout2 Afric-a is a reason fipr congratulation, as
showirag that Canadians are gaining a foothold
in that market.

Spruce lumber has nlany competitors in for-
eign markets, and ivhen due consideration is
given ta ahis fact, it rnust be admitted that
prices were suN.îained remarkably well. The
falling off in spruce shipments was no more
than could have been expected in vicw af the
uns.etied condition of the Britii.h market.

The year witnessed the erectian ai a raumber
of nt:w saw rnilis in various parts of Canada-
more perhaps in British Columbia than in the
other provinces. In mill improvements sub-
sîanti.si orogress was made, tht installation of
lnunierous doulale culting bands being an evi-
dence of the determination of manufacturiers to
l<eep up with the mnarch of progress.

The indicat ions are that during the coming
scatsan lumber wviIl find a ready sale. There
may not be a,: mucii snap t0 the demand as in
190i3. tor the Presdential election in the United
Si,es mut be rcckoned wish; but a steady
trade :at remunerative prices may reasonably be
expected. There will be littie lumber forced
upon the market, as manulacturers are iii a
po'sition to hold their stocks through temporary
depressian.

ONTARIO.
The lumiber manuracturrrs in Ontario have

cxpre.%sed sa.tisfaction wi i the business ai
19<a3. Althaugh -;orne adverse influences pre-
vailcd, conditions in the aggregate were fav-
arable. Dealers werc somewhat handicappçd
by the diftictity ai finding suitable stock, as
carly irn the ycar a large percentage af the lurp-
ber production was placed under conta-act.
United Staites firms wcre aggressive buytrs of
pine lumber, their purchases probahly exceed-
ing hoie of i1902, which wa.s considercd a bap-
fier Scar for white pir.e. I.a$ spring log run
pie was freciy contracted for at an average cf

from $20 ta $22 per thousand feet, but some
sales were made considerably above these fig-
ureq. Those manufacturers who sold on
grades realized equaliy gond prices. Dtiring
the first six months ail kinds ai pine lumber
were very active and strong, but towards the
fali there was a slight falling off in the demand
for dressig and better, which resulted in a
decline in the prices ai these graJes ai irom
$2 ta $4 per thousand. The phenamenal de-
m~and for box lumber was easiiy the feature af
the white pine trade. Everything suitable tor
niaking boxes was bought Up at an advance of
about $3 per thousand as compared with the
prices abtained for box lumber in 1902. There
was aiso a large consumption ofmill culls,which
also improved in price. It is fair ta assume
that the white pine product of Ontario was dis-
pased of at an advance of $2 pei- thousand over
the 1902 prices. The developemients of the
year demonstrated that -white pine lumber is
stili favored by many constîmers.

The histary af the hardwood trade records
substantial iniprovement. The consumption
by local industries was ainiost azs great as theproduction, leavioig but a smail quantity o0

hardwaods ta be exported. The rhili mani,
therefore, gave Uitle cancemn ta the disposai af
his lumber, as buyers were numerous and us-
uaily eager ta cantract for stock even at the
higher prices. Thoughouî thryear therewasa
scarcity ai basswood and thick niapie, and
orders had sarr.etimes ta be reiused an accounit
of inabiiity ta supply the desired stock. The
tarie af the hardwood market continued good
up ta the close of the yezr. Prices appreciated
frOra $2 ta $4 per thousand. Mill run soit eim
and maple which in 1902 bought $16 per thou-
sarid at the mili sold last year at $z9. Bass-
wood bought $21 and ash $2o, as campared
with $17 the previausyear. Hardwoodtimnber
is beconiing scarcer and indicaitions point ta a
liberal demand and good prices for hardwood
lumber during the coming season.

Hernlock luniber was used ta a greater ex-
tent than ever before. The average price at the
miii was about $i z, as against $xo the pre-
viaus year. The comparative cheapness of
this c!ass ai lumber is likeiy ta resuit in a stili
larger cansumptian during the year 1904.

The shingie miarket was rather unsteady
dtàrig the year. Dealers in Ontario faund
themselves with tao heavystacks of rcdredars,
and in aîttmptint. ta unload, prices were weak-
ened. This in tura had its effect an white pine
and white ccdar shingles, aithough prices did
nat break mare than fluter cents per thousaxid.
The close ai thc year found several riurufac-
turers carrying a considerabie supply ai white
pine shingles, for which they had flot found
ready sale and which they did not wish ta farce
upon the mnarket lest it should become demor-
aiized. Tht feeling in the shingle trade is now

more hopeful, and, given a good buiidiez sca.
son, bath dcmand anJ price should improve.:

From the foregoing remarks he conclusioti
would be naturai that lumber -. anutacturers
had made a great deai of rnoney duling tiîu
year. This, however, wvas flot the case. The
increascd prices obtained were in large part
wiped out by the excessima cost of labor and
supplies and the inefficient: service rendered by
the average lumber employee. Wark in the
woods was extremely costly; the woodsmn
did flot accamplish within fifty per cent. af as.
much work as the woodsman of a few years
ago. There was also great diffBculty exper.
ienced in keeping the camps in operatian ow-
ing ta the flumberaf"lJumpers.,"The net profits
accruing ta lumbermen, theref'ore, were prob-
ably littie, il any, greater than in the previoub
year.

OTTAWA VALLEY LUMIBER SHIPNiITS.

Mr. H. M. Sanford, Deputy United States
Consul at Ottawa, furnishes be following
statement of the quantity of lumber shipped ta
the United States from the consulat district
of Ottawa

Fect ~M
Pine lumber .................... 94.875,94:
A-sb ................. ........... 4ý936
Basswood .................. 1509,255
Birch .... :. ................. 73-436
Etim............................. 22.975
Henilock ..................... 266,399
Maple ....................... 28,500
Oak ... ............... ..... 4,0
Red I>ine ................... 3,97.1,296
SPruce ..................... 4,890,774

Total .............. 4,J-1
The production of white pine lumber was

about equal ta that of i902. The Georgian
Bay district shows an increase of about ici per
cent., while this increase is offset by a srnaller
output in the Ottawa Valley. In the following
comparative table of the Georgian Bay pro-
duction, the figures apply almost:exciusively ta
white pille:

GeoaaîIu< BAY PRODUCTION.

Place.
Midtand ......... ........
Party Sound .............
Sarnia ............ ......
Byng Inlet ...............
Luttle Cuutî............
Blind River .... .........
Waubausbce ............
Sandwich ..... ..........
Collingwood.............
Penetan£rds!hene .........
Cutter ............ ......
Gravenhurs ..............
S'eralge..... ...........
Victoria Harbor ..........
French River ...... .......
John*s; Island ... ..........
Spaniub River ....... ....
Braèebridge .............
Huntsville ...............
Severn..................
,Cache Bay ....... .... ....
Collendar................
Bobcaygeton ..............
Warren .... .............
Poamsn .. ..............
Thesalon ......... .......
Oziier Points.............

1902.
Feet B. M.
70,000,000
60,000,000
50.000,000
48,000,aoO
40»000,000
38,000,000
30,000,000
23.000,000
23.000,000
23,000._-00
::0,000.0S0
20,000,000
20,000,0000
42.000,000
18,000,000
17,000,000
i6,ooo.ooo,
14,000.000
IF9S.0000
10,000,000
17,000,000
6,000,00o
6,o00,0o0
5.000,000
3,000,000
7,000,00

=0.000,000

1903.

Feet B. M.
64000,000
57,000,000
36,000,000
42»00')000
46,000,000
51,000,000
30.000,000
26,o0o,oo0
î6,aoo.,oo
40,000,000
37.000#00,0
e510003000
27,000,000
50,000000o
i6,p00,000
171000t00M
t6,ooaooo

15,000,000
51000.000

19»0008000

4M000,000

35,000,0000
2,000,000

î6,oaa.ooo
25,000,000

Total........ .... 66,oooooo 721,000,000

Tht reason for a decline in the Ottawa Val-
ley production is prabably found in the great
diçtance of the mills from the source of timber
supply. This distance is each year icreasig
as the timber is cut away, and while for a
number of years tht Ottawa Valley was the
premier white pine district of Canada, this
honor is now held by the Georgian Bay district.


