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«aeby treatment of the wonod. The application
dlidous compounds has in experiment pro-
wdsuch results in England as to cause a de-
(ase of 50 per cent. in fire insurance rates for
adings in which the wood is treated in this
J Experiments by the Belgian government
itited the efficiency of treating wood with a
ution of ammonium salts.  Ammonium phos-
iewas tound to be the most efficient. By the
Jution of a non-combustible vapor, fire,
ich attacked untreated wood in less than two
was retarded in its action for forty
Such retardation is all that can be
,p«ted, but it is sufficient to reduce the inflam-
ability of wood so that it is no longer a menace
o the building in which it is used, but will in-
iead prevent  the spread of flames for such
 Jconibie time as is necessary tu let the fire
Lpartment get to work. Thorough impregna-
Lo with ammonium phosphate, at 25 cents a
ound, would be expensive, as it would require
rout four pounds to the cubic foot, but thorough
mpngnation is not considered to be necessary.
Itis evident that, with proper care and the
1pplication. of science, wood can be made more
\Gident than it is as we use it.  Greater care is
bepatural accompaniment of greater value, and
‘hetime is not far distant when the value of wood
Foilliise to the point of finesse in its use.

_ EDITORIAL NOTES.

§ AwosT each day emphasizes the necessity of
«m: authorized inspection rules by the lumber
faterests of Canada.  As we have before intimat-
&, imight not be practical to adopt rules ap-
pliable to the trade of'the whole Dominion—
govncial rules, <orresponding as nearly as
pssble to each other, would probably be pre-
fble.  We believe such rules to be the great-
estnecessity of the hardwood lumber trade of
thepresent day, and this necessity will become
intensified as our export trade increases. It might
kinorder to enquire what is being done in this
diection by the Ontario Lumbermen’s Associa-
tion?

JrocinG by statements appearing in the United
Sutes press from time to time, the opinion is
fprealent in that country that it was only during
et years that the Ontario government placed
any restrictions on the exportation of saw logs.
B This, however, is entirely erroneous.  The writer
wisrecently shown a copy of the crown timber
N oulations dated August, 1831, in which ap-
R pured the following clause :

B Al saw Jogs cut in future upon public lands, if ex-
fned from the province, shall be paid for at double the
R s mentioned above respectively.”
B livould secem that nearly fifty years ago the
povincial authorities were alive to the wisdom
B ot fostering home manufacture.
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AREPRESENTATIVE of the CaNapa LUMBERMAN
shorecently returned from a trip to the Pacific
f cast was much impressed with the prevailing
R wctivity in all lines of business, but particularly
i the lumber trade. From the Lake of the

to be able to considerably increase their foreign
shipments of lumber, it is to Manitoba and the
Northwest and to the mining districts that they
look for the greatest expansion of trade. Al-
ready the consumption of no small quantity of
lumber can be attributed to mining work. The
residents of the coast province are a truly loyal
class of people, who have unbounded faith in the
future of western Canada.

Tug granting by the Dominion government
this yeur of over six million dollars as subsidies
to railways will certainly have an important bear-
ing upon the development of the lumber and pulp
industrier  this country, It will insure the build-
ing of railways in districts heretofore unreached,
and which abound with spruce and pine timber.
It will also aopen up undeveloped mining and
agricultural lands, which in turn will augment
the lumber requirement. The extension of the
Ottawa and Gatineau Valley railway may be
taken as an example. When the
road is completed to Eagle Bay,
on Victoria Lake, there will be
opened up timber berths hereto-
fore inaccessible only by the
Ottawa river, which route is, how-
ever, almost impracticable owing
to the lack of improvements on the
tributaries. The distance to Ot-
tawa by this undesirable water
route is 550 miles, winie by rail it
would be little more than one-third
ot that distance.

‘TWO TREASURY DECISIONS.

In the weekly report of United
States treasury decisons bearing
date of August 3 there are two of
interest to the Canadian lumber
trade. One reports the supreme
court decision on that famous
Burlington case involving the
question as to what is dressed
Inmber. It dates back before the
passage of the present tariff act.
The merchandise involved con-
sisted of planed, tongued and
grooved lumber on which duties
were assessed at the rate of 25 per cent. ad
valorem as a manufactured wood. The importer
protested, claiming that the merchadise was en-
titled to free entry as dressed lumber. The
board of general appraisers sustained the collec-
tor, but in the U. S. circuit court the case was
decided adverse to the government, and the U.
S. supreme court now holds that although the
lumber in question had been tongued and grooved,
it had not ceased to be dressed lumber and had
not become a new and distinct manufacture ; in
other words, that tonguing and grooving is an
additional dressing but does rot make it a differ-
ent article. This decision will serve asanin-
terpretation to the present act on this point.

Another decision is as to the duty of staves,
bevelad and chamfered. The
opinion of the general appraisers is as follows :

digest of the
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The ordinary staves of commerce are flat sawed or
split strips of wood, while these in quustion have been
beveled at the ends, chamfered or grooved for the head.
ings, and fushioned or bent mto form ready to go into the
“dry " barret for which they were intended.  They are
still, however, nothing more nor less than staves.

Pasageeaph 202 reads : * Pickets, palings, and staves of
wouod, of all kinds, ten per centum ad valorem,”

Under this provision the goods are entitted to classificas
tion as staves, and the protest sustained accordingly.

MR, ELIHU STEWART.

Tue accompanying portrait will introduce to
readers of the Canapa Lumseryany Me. Elihu
Stewart, who has recently received an appoint-
ment by the Dominion Government as Chicef of
the Bureau of Forestry. Mr. Stewart was born
at Sombra, Lambton County, Oatario, was edu-
cated at the public school and at the Normal
school in Toronto, and admitted as a Dominion
and Provincial Land Surveyor in 1872. For over
twenty years he has been engaged on Ontario
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MR. E. STEWART,
Chief of the Dominion Bureau of Forestry.

and Dominion surveys, extending trom the Ottawa
river to the Rocky Mountains, and has thus ob-
tained a wide knowledge of the various woods of
Canada. He has frequently been employed to
make estimates of standing timber, and has acted
as arbitrator in timber matters involving huad-
reds of thousands of dollars. He has also had
some experience as a lumberman on his own
account, and is well posted on practical forestry.
Mr. Stewart was for two years president of the
Association of Land Surveyors; and was one of
the fourders of the Canadian Magazine, to which
he has been an occasional contributor.

Mr. Stewart is a resident of Collingwouod,
Ont., where he has served as a member of the
council and as mayor of the town. A Liberal in
politics, he contested the riding of North Simcoe
in 1896 against the late Dalton McCarthy, but
was unsuccessful.

The goods are spruce barrel staves about cighteen
inches long, four inches wide and three-cighths of an inch — —
thick. They were assessed for duty as manufactures of Heavy forest fires are reported from British Columbia,
wood at 35 per cent. under paragraph 208, ac of July, where considerable timber along the Crows Nest Pasy
1897, and were claimed to be dutiable at 1o per cent. railway has been destroyed.  The Canadian Pacific cail-

under paragraph 202. way lost a quantity of logs.

| Woods, whose mills supply the Manitoba market,
wVictoria, every saw mill plant was operating
8 tits full capacity, and the most general com-
| int was inability to keep pace with orders.
f Wile the British Columbia manufacturers expect




