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FHE FJOURNAL OF COMMBRCE—FINANGE AND iRSURANCE REVIEW.

you would say it was an utterly useless
fact, & fact that could in no way influence
your actions in life, a fact that would not
help you in learning how to live com-
pletely. Well, apply the same test to the
great mass of historical facts, and you will
get the same result. They are facts from
which no conclusion can be drawn—un-
organizable facts; and therefore facts
which can be of no service in establishing
principles of conduct, which is the chief
use of facts. Read them, if you like, for
amusenment; but do not flatter yourself
they are instructive.

THE TARIFEF,

‘We are by no means of the apinion that
the present tarill is perfeet, indeed it
would be most extraordinary if it were
not susceptivle of greatimprovement. - It
is to be hoped that the Minister of Ii-
nance is watching its operation with o
desire to remedy all proved defects. It
is unfortunate that, instead of wrying to
denl fairly with the various important in-
terests that require consideration, there
should be a resort to the most absurd
misrepresentation. A paragraph has been
going the rounds of the newspapers alle-
ging,on the anthority ol the Halifax Chron-
icley) that there has been an increase of
50 per cent. to the duties, and this is based
on the Customs returns for July of im-
ports and: duties in the aggregate. 'Even
it the statement were reliable, it would
only prove that the people of Malitax
paid more in 1879 in the shape of taxes on
imports than in 1878, = A revenue must
be raised, and if the taxes had to be in-
creased by 50 per cent. in order to sup-
ply the ways nnd means, it would be sim-
ply 2 necessary evil.  In point of {aet, it
seems probable that the sugar imports
have been much greater in 187§ than in
1879, and as sugar pays a very high duty
in proportion to its value, the proportion-
ate increase of duty is easily accounted
for. When it shall be proved that the
revenue is in excess of the necessary ex-
penditure, it will be time enough to cry
out against the load of taxation.

THE SUGAR TRADE.
The Malifax people are complaining
that the Moutreal trade, notably the

“Redpath Refinery; will not buy sugar in

their market. On the other hand the
Waest India exporters are making a griev,
ous complaint of the sugar dulies, as
placing obstructions in the way of send-
ing sugars to Ontario and Quebec by the
United States seaports, to which they can
always get f{reight at mnch lower rates
than {o ' Canada ports. They allege

that the Ontario and Quebec importers

will not give 0}'(1(5\'% for sugars to be
shipped via Malifax. We confess thatwe
are not sufticiently imformed as to facts
to justify us in dealing with the subject
in a satisfactory manner, but a glance at
the map will convince any one thal
the shortest route from any West Indin
port to Toronto or Montreal is via New
York or some still more southern port,
and that Halifax and the Intercolonial
must be o tedious and expensive mode
of conveyauce.

. ANSBWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A, B, of Quebee.~1. The Ottawa Agricultural
Insurance Company -has been in liquidation,
not insolvency, since Apeil Inst. 2. Of the
subseribed capital; 25 per cent. in all bas been
called up.  Paymentsare made to the Prensnrer
at Ottawa or the Trustees in this city. 3. The
compurny is obliged to furnish the Insurance
Superintendent with a full statement of its
afluivs annually, and this is officially published.
4. The company is in the hands of the follow-
ing numed trustees: John Pennock, of Ottawn,
John S, Hall and L, Beaubien, of Montreal,  Tn
further answer to the spirit of your enguiries
we might say that the company is virtally
closed up as it is. A compromise of prevy
much all ontstanding clnims wns made sume
time ago at 35 to 40 cemts on the dollar, and
about the only business now in hand seemns to
be. that-of endless litigntion with delinguent
stockholders, who are doubiless tu i very large
extent unable to pay.

BUSINESS CHANGES

The more important business ch:mgcs of the
pust week are as follows t—

Dissolutions—H. & T. Andrews, general
store, Upper Stewiacke, NS, - 8. D, James &
Co., traders, Kentville, NS, offer to ¢comprbmise
at 75 cents. Dounglas & Co, meneral -store,
Amherst, NS, admitted &, (. Chambers as
paetner. J. 1 Mackay, watches, Charlottetown,
P..L, sold out.

ASSIGNED.

PROVINGE OF ONTARIO,
John B. Miner, confectioner, Brantford.
R. Kerr, 3t. Catharines,

PROVINCE OF QUERRO.

"F. Bavary, general store, St, Raymond,
-Geo. W, Liddle, Mountre Al

Jos. Beaulien, ship chandler, Lovis, )
A J. l-uul:mm painter, .\lonln-'ul
Morreau & ’lmumr, dvy goods, Three Rivers,
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA,
Jos. W. Allen, Tumber, Dartinouth,
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK,
James Thompson, St. Johu,
ATTACHED.
PROVINGE OF ONTARIO,
Jessie Stunden, groceries, Gananogue,
1 J. Ince, Cayuga.
Adum A n:l(e Owen Sound,
D B (,nmphcl\ Yiondon,
D.wW elsh{ Wondstock.
R. & T.-Coults, Strathroy.
M. B. Hague, W, aterford.
F. Hlindon, gvncml store, Midland.
Noonan & McGarry, general store, Perth.
P. Jolly, L'Orignal.
Wi, Bennett, groceries, Preston,

PROVINCE OF QURBEKO,

D. Suzor, boots and shoes, Waterloo.

Mechanics' Bank, Montrenl,

JO B G bunp:ou. Lanzon,

Win., Wisemun, Mountreal.

Malouin & Uo., furs, &e., Quebee.

DWW, LQanu( tins, &¢., Richmond,

Bmmer Bros.,, "l-uunl store, Richmond.
. Oo Warren, ins. nm-ntuml broker, Montreal.

Phios. Quinn, Montreal,

JOR~ 1 _\moul boots and shoes, St. Jean Bap-
tiste.

L. J. Pelletier, Lefebvee & Co, dry goods,
Moutread,

Gieo. I'rigon, Three Rivers.

{2, Caron, groceries, Cote St Paul,

John \l&,lubhm Levis.

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK,

F. WL Alexatider, Bathurst.,
A& U bltt\'Lb, Hopewell,

PROVINCHE OF NOVA 8COTIA,

J. B, Lawlor & Co., general stove, Dartmonth,
Jolm Lawlor, baker, Dartmouth.

Chas. J. I ullcu, jun, general sfore, Arichat.
Arthur tves, groceries, Pictou.

Jenj. ,\l\'l\wn, trader, Sherbrooke,

PROVINCE OF PRINCE BEDWARD 15LAND.

I Atkinson, Sunmerside.
Aldex. Cheveril, Souris.

FIRE RECORD.
Qxranio.

St Thomas, 24—\ lavge lnuhlum belonging
to 1. Brown desweoyed. Loss on stock Sand
building, 36,000, Iusurince : Commercial Uniowy,
$2,800 5 l{m.ll S2ons SBeouish  lmperial,
b .0” .\l oltish (,nmuu-lu.\l B1,000, . and
Standard S 32,000, Cedonry, 24, 1. Dchumv’
wark sl\up mmlly destroyml, lm s S300; no
insurnnce.  Detlepitle, 20.A. Farley’s new
brick dwelling |lc~l|¢)ycd lusm'*l for $2,000
in the Commiereinl Union and 3 00 in the
British  Amerien.  Coboury, 26.—A  large
wouden block owned by 8. Reutallack and
oceupied by M. Quinn, Taylor, W itherington &
Co, W.J. Tvans awd 4. Fox destr oyeil, “lusur-
ance :—S.  Rettallack, Gitizens $1,000, loss
< (\00 M. Quinn, Queen and W estern Hl ,000,
loas '()00' Wb, Evans, North B u;hsu)n loss
nn v nhormglnu & Co., lmperial $500, loss
..s(l()- and J. Fox, Citizens S200; loss .‘,5()0.
Jlllluml. 26.—J. B Rutherford's saw and arist
mills t‘&)ll\l(l(‘l"tlll\' dwmaged.  No insurnnee.
Laeean, 28.—The barus aud stables of Thos.
Cours destroyed.  Loss $2,000; insurnoce
S800. Liddalph, 28.—The d\\'ullmg of Mrs.
Hug:n deslr()\ul Los bbn(), partly insured.
Buarrie, 30, 'ns Bros!  planing  factory
destroyed. - Loss $6,000; insurmace on building
1,900 in the Gore' Mutunl, and 51,000 in the
Phoenix on machinery. st /Immu,\, Oct, 1T.—
The dwelling of’ Thos. Place destroyed. Loss
$800 5 no ingurnnee,

Quesgc,
Montreal, 1.—Murphy's rope
stroyed. “lllhllll“‘ insured for
$8,000.  The store of W. B
stighily dumaged.

ke totally de-
005 stoek for
terfiedd & Co.

Tue  Gurear  Norru-West.—The  pronise
which the Great North-West bolds ont of
hecoming at no very distant day au incalen-
Tubly Lirge factor in the pmblcm of Unmudinn
rowth “and prosperity i very  generally
believed not onty in this umnln, but by our
immediate neighihors; indeed, American” pro-
phets not infreqn: ntl) excel onr own (probably
from force of habit) in grandiloquent deserip-
tions of what Muunitobu is to be. But across the
© Atlantie this Leliet’ is neither so sangnine nor
so general, and this we believe is o~ l\' in pare

owing w more sober or satirnine tempemmcut

the {,rmuu reason being want of information
from thoroughly disinterested - sources. It is
peculiarly gratifyving, then, to note the: effect
" produced upon the spu,ml COl'l‘d:pOlldel)t of the




