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THE DUTY OF CANADA
AT THE PRESENT HOUR

Canada, an Anglo-French community, bound to Great 
Britain and France by a thousand ties, ethnical, social, in­
tellectual and economic, has a vital interest in the preservation 
of France and Britain, in the maintenance of their prestige, 
power and action in the world. It is therefore the national 
duty of Canada to contribute in the measure of her resources 
and by such means of action as she may command, to the 
success and above all to the endurance of the combined efforts 
of France and Great Britain. But if we want our contribution 
to be effective, if we mean to keep up the effort, we must face 
with clearsighted resoluteness the grim realities of the situation; 
we must calculate the exact measure of our means of action, 
and secure first the internal safety of Canada, before we 
attempt to settle the affairs of the world.

Whether Canada has or has not a strict obligation to 
help, directly or indirectly, the cause of France and England, 
one fact is indisputable: the effects of this tremendous conflict 
will be deeply felt in Canada as in the rest of the world. It 
will be particularly disastrous in Canada on account of certain 
local and accidental causes: intense immigration in late years, 
exclusive dependence upon British capital, extravagant spe­
culation, excessive borrowings by public bodies and. indivi­
duals, etc., etc. Canadians are just on the point of realising 
how poor Canada is, financially speaking. They are just 
beginning to perceive that they have been living extravagantly 
on borrowed money,- which they are called upon to pay back 
at the very moment they are unable to do it. The crushing 
weight of the burden will be increased in proportion to our


