126 CANADA IN FLANDERS

Corps Cavalry anticipating work. The enemy advance
in numbers against the sector held by the 1st and 5th
Canadian Mounted Rifles, but the heavy artillery effec-
tively breaks up the attack.

September 14th.

Artillery active, but little infantry work. The 2nd
Division to attack Courcelette and the 3rd Division
Fabeck Graben. It was hoped that the cavalry might
penetrate the German lines east of Courcelette and dis-
able communications and guns round Pys and Grand-
court, but after much reconnaissance and patrol work
the country was found impracticable for mounted men.

September 15th.

General offensive at 6.20 a.m. by six battalions of the
2nd and 3rd Divisions. The whole objective secured by
10 am., and the attack continues successfully in the
afternoon, resulting in a line being established from the
point of the original salient east of Mouquet via Fabeck
Trench to west end of Courcelette then around north and
east side of village down to Gunpit Trench to the north-
west corner of Martinpuich. The tanks, in action for
the first time, help to secure a brilliant success.

The Commander-in-Chief congratulates the Canadians.

September 16th.

Consolidation of occupied areas. The 4th Brigade in
position along Gunpit Trench with the sth Brigade on
its left, and the 8th Brigade along the Mouquet
Farm sectors. Orders issued to the 2nd Division to
push forward and establish posts in advance trenches
north—north-east of Courcelette. The 3rd Division to be
prepared to capture the line of the Zollern Graben to
Festen Zollern—and Mouquet Farm. The Germans
massing troops and hostile barrages damage our com-
munications. In the evening the 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles surround Mouquet Farm. At 5 p.m. the Royal
Canadian Rifles and the 42nd Battalion attack the
Zollern Graben Trench but are driven back.
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