
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Enough books to fill a small library have been 
written about the ‘ sprawling and sporadic ' War 
of 1812. Most of them deal with particular phases, 
localities, or events; and most of them are dis­
tinctly partisan. This is unfortunate, but not sur­
prising. The war was waged over an immense 
area, by various forces, and with remarkably 
various results. The Americans were victorious 
on the Lakes and in all but one of the naval 
duels fought at sea. Yet their coast was com­
pletely sealed up by the Great Blockade in the 
last campaign. The balance of victory inclined 
towards the British side on land. Yet the anni­
hilating American victories on the Lakes nullified 
most of the general military advantages gained 
by the British along the Canadian frontier. The 
fortunes of each campaign were followed with 
great interest on both sides of the line. But on 
the other side of the Atlantic the British home 
public had Napoleon to think of at their very 
doors; and so, for the most part, they regarded 
the war with the States as an untoward and 
regrettable annoyance, which diverted too much
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