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in thefc polTeffions, as about the prefent condition

of the Spanilh capital. Their exports ot fugar and

tobacco are undoubtedly very incondderable ; for

the chief article of exportation appears to be the

hides of horned cattle. It feems probable, in-

deed, that the greater part of the Spanifh property

in this iiland, once the paradife of a happy people,

is now abandoned to the beads of the field, and the

vultures that hover round them.

„^ The accounts of their population are alfo fcanty

and unfatisfadory. By the earlieft hiftorians we

learn, that there were at one period 14,000 Caftili-

ans in Hifpaniola. Its mines were at that time a

very pro4udxve property, yielding an annual reve-

nue of more than loopool. Sterling ; but when

thefe were exhaulled, the colony dwindled into

penury, floth, and depopulation. '^^''^

The origin of the introdudion of Haves has been

traced in another place ; but this does not feem tq

have augmented their population. In 1717, the

number of all inhabitants, ilaves and freemen, was

only 18,410, and iince that time their numbers

have certainly decreafed. Of pure whites the

number perhaps is 3000.

The charadler of thefe SpaniQi colonifts, if we

may judge from their condud during the prefent

war, is not of the mofl unexceptionable kind. Their

behaviour to the French loyahfts was marked with

the meanefl national animofity, and to the Englifli

they were jealous and treacherous friends. On the

wimple, there is reafon to fuppofe, that a great part


