
SENATE

The last time 1 was present at a state din-
ner at Spencerwood was in the time of Sir'
Uis Jetté, when Judge Routhier was Chiief

Justice of the Superior Court of the province
of Quebec, and, under this title Judge Routh-
ier had precedence over senators. But 1 do
not acknowledge that Judge Langelier has thie
title of Chief Justice of the Superior Cour, <if
the province of Quebec, since that positioT is
actually filled by Judge Tait, and consequei .(y
I cannot admit that Judge Langelier has pie-
ce-dence over senators.

If his title of Deputy Chief Justice is in-
voked I would have you remark that sucli
title has neyer existed. The Commission of
the Honourable Magistrate, dated the 16th of
June, 1906, purports simply that the Bonour-
able Francois Langelier, Puisue J udge of tue

Superior Court of the province of Quebec,
shail perform the duties of Chief Justice of
the Superior Curt of the province of Quebec
in and for the district cf Quebec, as it is
comprised and defined for the Court of Review.

I would have you remark. Inoreover, that
chapter 12 of 50 Victoria of the statutes of the
province of Q-aebec having neyer been brought
into force, the position which Sir François
Langelier actually occupies is irregularly and
illegally held by him to the detriment of tlie
senior * f the judges cf the Su parier Court in
the district cf Quebec, whom thie law, stili in
force to-day, chapter 7 of 47 Victor~ia, statutes
cf the province of Quebec, desiicnates as the
1 «gihate liolder of the title of that office.

Ta VIew cf the respective situations in which
senaters and the TIonourable Judge Langelier
find theniesives, Pnd baving re-rard te the order
cf precedence establisled liv the imperial goy-
erument itself and enforced in tlîis country, I
beg of yeu to be goed enough, leaving eut any
diplo'matic answer, te tell me straight if I can
havd the place tii Yhich 1 bave a riglit as sen-
ator, in other words, wvhether Mr. Justice
Langelier, yes or ne, lins precedence ever
senators.,

1 take the liberty of adding te this letter a
cepy of an essay upon the sanie qiuestion
which. I publishied. in April last. It may
serve as a complement te the present letter.

I have the bonour to be, sir.
Your humble servant,

<Signed) P. LAND1IY.
I received a rcply fromn the A.TJ.C., whieb

reads as follows:-
(Translation.)

Government Blouse, Quebec,
29th October, 1909.

Mr. Senator,
In reply te your letter dated the 27th of

this month, I have the honour te inform you
that Bis Boneur the Lieutenant Governor
<tees net think it his dutv to discuss with
any one whatsoever the order of precedence
which he is te assigu te each of the persons
ivhom he has the honour te invite te his table.
As ini the past, he will give each eue the place
which he believes belongs te him.

I have the honour te be,
Mr. Senater,

'Your obadient servait,
(Signed) VICTOR PELLETIER,

Captain, Â.D.C.
The Bonourable P. Landry,

Senator,
Quebec.

Bon. Mr. LANJJRY.

There is no doubt that the Lieutenant
Governor expected a refusai on my part,
and that he thought if I refused, in face
of those answers, that I would put myseif
in the wrong. Further, he rnight have said,
' Well, -he refused hirnself, bu1i if he had

corne, we would have given him the place
to which he was entitled.' 1 replied as fol-
lows

(Translation.)
Quebec, October 30, 1909.

Captain Victor Pelletier,
Aide de Camp to Bis Honour the Lieuten-

ant Governor of the province of Quebec.
Sir.

Your letter of the 29th has been received,
bringing to me the declaration-

1. That Bis Honour the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor does net believe it his duty to discuss
the order of precedence which he shall assign
tii eacli of his guests.

2. That he will give eachi one the place
which he believes to belong to hixu.

What I have aslced for, what I stili as],
for very respectfully, is precisely that 1 may
be made aware what place Bis Bonour le-
lieves he onght to give me.

As 1 amn refused this preliminary informa-
tion, *whieh under the circumstances is even
nepessary, 1 have only one thing to do, for
the moment, that is to accept the honour of
the invitation which has been sent me.

It is, moreover, my duty.
I would only ask te be excused from it in

case the Blonourable the Lieutenant Governor
hid decided to give Sir Francois Langelier
precedence over senators.

Believe me, sir,
Your humble servant,

(Signed) P. LANDRY.

To that letter I received no answer. That

wvas written on the $Oth of October. Re-

ceiving no answer, having forwarded rny
acceptance of the invitation tendered- me

by bis Hon. the Lieutenant Governor, I

had only one thing- to do, and that was Io

proceed to Spencerwood. On my arrival, I

proceeded to the anti-chamber, -%vhere the
plan of t he table was exhibited. I looked
at the plan. 1 did not even see rny name.

In the meantime the A.D.C. came up to

me, and I said, 'I1 see that according to

the list I arn not invited, but 1 thought I

had received and accepted an invitation.'
I said that ini a very calm and pleasant
way. He answered : 'Well, if yoli want to
remain we will give you Judge Routhier's
place.' He is an ex-Chief Judge of the

Superior Court. According to the plan the
flrst places were distributed as follows:
The Lieutenant Governor was sitting at the


