[FEBRUARY 15, 1898] 133

[ N

integration than integration, towards separation ‘ the face of a circular despatch from the
rather than combination. | British Government, such as the Marquis of
This was the serious difficulty that pre- Ripon had sent out in 1895. But I will

sented itself to the mind of Mr. Courtney, a read on:
very able man, as Mr. Chauberlain a‘dmltt'ed +Tam happy to say it has never been the policy of
when he came to discuss the matter with ' the representative government of any colony, though
him. How did Mr. Chamberlain I'eply to it may have been adv'ocatf_d.\.)‘y S(?rnehlioli.t}lcllalcis'; but
that? Mr. Courtney remembered that the ;}l‘]‘zrt*‘h::;v a? I‘:;eu]é;:::rf)m iticians who will advocate
party that was in power in Canada had a . _
few years ago advocated commercial union Thereare politicians the right hon. gentle-
with the United States: He feared, and -man said who will advocate anythmg; and in
it was no wonder, that when these same : this connection he was discussmg Mr. Court-
men came asking for the denunciation of . pey’s pointed reference to the leel“a.l party
these treaties, their object was simply to ob- 1n Ca:nada, .when‘they were.a,dvocatmg cow-
tain it so that they could differentiate mercial union with the United States. But,
against Great Britain, as the liberal party he said no representative government of
in Canada had prop sed a few years before. any colony has ever done this ; it is only
) | politicians, such politicians as will advocate
Hon. Mr. MILLS—Does he say that?  anything that were doingit. He continued :

o . " We must not. judge the politics of a country (we
Heu. Mr. FERGUSON—He does S&Y are inclined to thank Mr. Chamberlain for that) by

that : i the views of the individual politicians. But it is, [
I think, most undesirable that a politician in the posi-

A few years ago there wasa strong party movement tion of my right hon. friend should, as it were, hold
in Canada in favour of promoting almost (’C:lnp]ete out an invitation to a colony to take a step which
fiscal frecdom between the United States and Canada.  would be certainly most unpatriotic, coupling it with
; an assurance that there would be no objection on the

And then he goes on and says he feared ' part of this country. A step of that kind would be a

L, , ies w step that must lead to further and very important
that the denunciation of these treaties was i results—results, I ami convinced, not desired by the

a step towards the disintegrat}i‘on Oft,othe i colonies or the people of this country.
1 i chance o' . i .

o i i nearioos work—that. waa | Now, o fa from their poicy o their past
what his language pointed out; and in  historyor mn;lanydt}llfmg that they had done,
order to show that I am not misinterpret-[g“’mghs‘i“:i"gt and force to the movement
ine what he says, we will see what Mr. 1T the denunciation of these treaties
> . e Iv - |1t turns cut that their past waywardness on
Chamberlain said in reply : _ . these commercial questions interpnsed a seri-
My hon. friend introduced “t‘ﬁ:;)e re‘ﬁ"ﬁ‘:i d“?tgg“fﬁ :ous objection in the minds of some of the
%h:é"ifla;g;ﬁ ﬁ;dtﬁhfc;:?eeé) to llnakf arrangements bBSt’_ and ablest men in Great Britain and
with a foreign government by which differential ' furnished doubts and reasons why these
duties would be imposed on th“éh’“oé(lj"‘:;tr'i',"ﬁfﬁa 'treaties should not be denounced at all.
lt-nl;?:-’ )a;i(? It?tst:ﬂu‘x)ift.faf\%aﬁell(lllg ngtr think that the ' On these grour.xds I think they are en-
Mmost enthusiastic free trader ever laid that down as a | titled to no credit whatever with regard to
policy of this country, and I repudiate it altogether. [ ¢} o Gonunsiation of the Belgian and German
He repudiated altogether that if Canada ‘ f:rea:ties. But it appears, as I have already
was to differentiate against the mpthel'jxndlcated, and as many of the hon. gentle-
country Great Britain would submit to men of this House now know, after the
it. That is what we told the leeraha‘nnouncemen‘t made the other day by the
party in their wayward course, we told | Secretary of State, that they were even more
them that Great Britain would never allow i radically wrong in this so called reciprocal
it. Ob, they said, the advantages she will ! resolution than we had claimed or pointed
get by the good-will of the United States will out that they were. Not only were they pro-
comp:ensate for all this, and Great DBritain. posing to fly in the face of Lord Ripon’s
will be happy and glad to have all difficult despatch, not only were they disposed to
questions out of the way and see Qanada 1gnore treaties that every school boy ought to
and the United States in a commercial em- ‘ know were binding on the governmentof Can-
brace. Mr. Chamberlain said no, Britain ada, not only were they doing all this, but
would not allow it, no more tl{an sl.:e 3 they entirely misunderstood and misinter-
would allow these gentlemen to legislate in preted the force of the favoured-nation



