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mons, on 24th February, 1871, li
re ernce t> th apintment of that
Co1mnissionî, and tit groeat langor that
serious injury ight bo lone by it i >
Cana ian iite:est-. S;r Alexande
0 'At us-ed tho fî'hoowing language

" The tsher"s w 1r d nf paramout impor-
tance t) is They meant an iiporitant soutrc
o- em'oymun; aid trat.' to uz, ail a lield for
the traing up ot' s'amn. Tu v have intr'n-
sic meris aiso. Th'y c instituted valuable
ieans of connue -ial exeiange witi the
United States-Ieani of seearingz useful
trading equi;jlents from our neighbors It
was he way we deait with the tisile ies and
navigati n of the St. Lawrence, upon wlich
depended onr future .dvati.g and superiîrity
with the Unite ! Stat's. in n-g >ti:iting any
co:nmere al cuonvention. t we ia le au in-
proptr use nf theiu -if we laut tios' id-
vitages we shouJld be placcd ii a postir' of
in fe - ori ,hving,, nothinîg to off -r forc eniable
opportLunlitieS."

Sir Al xander Gait w md uIp his
spocohi by M wing the íiblwing' aS onie
oi a series ot Resol iion-, earnestly
depr'ecating interfeence by tih Com-

isi:3sionl with the territorial rig'hts oC
the people of Canadu-a

" That this HIous'' has always been. aid now
is, prepared to conîcede the most free and nre-
stricted use of tie filherie, and inland navi-
gation to the United States, upon receiving-as
an equivalent ihereri, uýîmîplete coiilpiisatign
in the m1odilicatin of the Unite t States ctom-
mercal systemo, directel to the more frec and
liberai interchang'î of the products of labo:
in the two countries.

" Tbat the concession to the United States
of the frecdomi o' tie fisheries and of ihe Sr.
La .renîce, without compensation, woutd
pl'ace Canada in almnost disadvanageous
positio for tîue iegotiations, by depriving
lier of the mieans of offering f.îy adequate
eulivalent for tiiose concessions she is de-
sireus of' obta'ininîg f'rom that natiqu"

Other negotiations took place after'
the Treatv of' Wasiiington was signed,
but to these it is not nlow lecessarv to
i-efer'. Such then, honorablle gentle'-
imien, was the position o the IReei-
p'oîity question when Sir John Mae-
doe id's Government resigned and the
pru'ers AdJ im inistration canie into
power. And to show the ligh t iii whilî
the Riglt Honorable gentleman who
leads the Opposition in the House Cof
Commnslii then regr $ded te sittition,
I will now read fron a speech of that
gentleman, made in the otier Chamuber
in March, 1874, when the announce-
meîît was made to Parliamont that i
had been associated with Sir Edward
Thornton in the renewal of negotia-
tions :-

" lis lion. friend from West Toronto had
thrown out a remark which would discourage
the negotiaiions ait Washington, because he
had stated liat the old Reciprocity Treaty,

ithey oMained that, would not give satisfac-
tion to the- counry, as somethinîg more w1s
wanted. Now, if they were only to be con-
sîlted in miaking suich a trealy, they could put
il what they tlhought proper ; but there were
two sides to the question, and what our
negotîator had to think of was, not whether we
should get all we required, but to get as much
as possible. le shouîld be very glad to see
Canada get the id Reciprocity ' reaty. He
haid no hopes thtat we would succeed in g.tting
it in its entiretv, but if the hon. gent:eman
made ai approxîimation to it he shoulld be
exceedingly glad. If tiey could protect the
salt, wol, and t inber iiterests, so much the
better; and if the'y could open the market still
more, so mucli th. geater gain for Canada.
Th y shouid not ,cati too nuch the conccs-ions
maile on the part of the United Stattes, so 'ong
a ()Iliur ne sons were not too great on Li,
o:her side."

lîtm ih h>r. gt t 'e n it. at le
Vo>ry m-WS>iOfmLt weloA ine men1 wîi > ad.
r»elievel him1l oC the cares of office
were about opening negotiations at

Wahingon, mrght veilli have oiittel
so) inconidetet a statieet as that
ev-enf a sanill po)rtioi of the old ti'eatty
would be aeptable to canada in ex-
chaionge Or what he (Su' John A.
Nacdonald) î:ad left it iii our power to
otfer to the United SLates. 1 cannot

lut think it was exceedingly wrong
that sueh a stIatement should have
been made , with thie certain knledge
lhat it wotild be carried to Washing'-
Ion, and be ubed there ii depreciating
teic valuie of our Cone'essions to thei
Am eras. While agreeing with both
of the lion. gentlenîcia fron whoae
speeehes I have reatd, as to the injurious
influence of the *Wasbington Treaty
concessions on our position as negotia-
tors with the Republie, I entirely
dissent froma theni in their assumption
that, apart from the use of our great
sea tisheries and the free navigation of
the St. Lawrence, we bave not com-
mîtercial advantages to offer to the
Americans quite equal in value to any
we seek frum thom, I vent'itwe to thiniC
that this error has tinged all their
negotiations at WVshington, and that
a c'lose enquiry as to the value to the
'United States of the commercial
traftie alonle between the Republic a'nd
the B rth Povinces for a long series
of year's p'st Would show it to have
greatly sunpassed in importanee and
profit any other branch of their foreign
commerce, except their direct- trade

Negotiations.[SEý-NATE.]


