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lacrosse heritage it would be the ideal location for the Canadian 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame. It took some aggressive campaigning 
but it was worth the effort as the hall’s charter was awarded in 
November 1964 and incorporated under the societies act in 
1965.

In 1966, 48 charter members were selected by committees 
from the east and west. To date 284 inductees have been 
honoured in the hall of fame for Canada’s official summer sport.

This past Saturday at the Royal Towers Hotel in New Westmi­
nister, the hall welcomed six new inductees, two builders and 
four box players. From the builders was Annie McDonald of 
Ontario and Mason Sheldrick from British Columbia. From the 
players was Grant Heffeman and Lou Nickle of Ontario and Bill 
Rawson and Doug Hayes from B.C.

These six inductees have served Canada’s national sport 
honourably and I might say they have served it strike free. 
Congratulations to the Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Fame.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Rabbi 
Plaut on the honour of his being invited to give the convocation 
address at Humboldt University in Berlin.

* * *

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today the 
Auditor General released his report reviewing government 
expenditures and operations.

As vice-chair of the public accounts committee, it will be my 
and my colleagues’ duty on that committee to review and make 
recommendations to this House on how to improve the way 
governments do business.

While the opposition may magnify government misspending, 
we in the government party realize a more mature approach is to 
consult with the bureaucracy in order to resolve these problems.

• (1410)

One of the areas that was reviewed was that of our prison 
system. I would like to report that I attended Millhaven peniten­
tiary only yesterday in an attempt to understand how our system 
could become more cost effective.

I believe if the opposition parties took the time to see first 
hand how taxpayer dollars were being spent they could made 
recommendations that were more practical.

FRIENDSHIP CENTRES

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, die aboriginal friendship centre program in the 
department of heritage improves the lives of urban aboriginal 
people through the provision of social, cultural and recreational 
services.

When the former Conservative government cut the program 
by 10 per cent in 1993, the Liberal opposition MPs rose in the 
House to publicly condemn the government’s actions. Now that 
they are in government a department of heritage internal work­
ing document reveals that the Liberals are considering three 
proposals for funding reductions, a cut of 25 per cent, a cut of 50 
per cent or a phase out of the program over three years.

Members of the National Association of Friendship Centres 
have been trying since last spring to meet the minister to discuss 
the proposed cuts, but without success. Because the continued 
survival of these centres is essential to the future of aboriginal 
people in Canada, I strongly urge the minister to meet with the 
National Association of Friendship Centres as soon as possible 
and I encourage him to exempt the valuable services that 
friendship centres provide from any planned budget cuts.

[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR CHILDREN’S 
RIGHTS

Mr. Benoît Sauvageau (Terrebonne, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the 
International Tribunal for Children’s Rights was inaugurated in 
Paris yesterday. The headquarters of this tribunal will be in 
Montreal. The promoters of this extraordinary initiative were 
inspired by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, signed in 
New York in 1990, where several promises were made on behalf 
of children. Today we still find children who are drug addicts, 
prostitutes, conscripted, enslaved and even victims of traffic in 
body organs.

In this International Year of the Family, I urge members of 
this House to support this initiative and I encourage and congrat­
ulate those who will sit on this tribunal. Bravo!

VANIER CUP

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the 
University of Western Ontario Mustangs finished an undefeated 
season with a record sixth Vanier Cup victory Saturday.

An bon. member: Again?

Mrs. Barnes: Yes, again. I remember as a student cheering 
them on to their very first Vanier Cup in 1971. The Mustangs

[English]

LACROSSE HALL OF FAME

Mr. Paul E. Forseth (New Westminster—Burnaby, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, in 1963 lacrosse enthusiasts in New Westminster, 
British Columbia thought that since the city had such a great


