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Business of the House

BUSINESS 0F THE HOUSE

Right Hon, W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, il is cus-
tomary at this stage for the leader of the
government to make a motion to the effeet
that the speech of His Exceilency the Gover-
nor General to both bouses of parliament be
taken into consideration on a subsequent day,
and the day usually fixed is the following
Monday. However, as hon. members are
aware, in orcier to deal with some urgent pub-
lic business, the session has been ýcalled carlier
this year than usual, and also, 1 hope, it may
make it possible, in the course of the follow-
ing year, for prorogation to corne earlier than
it has of 'aLte. The government bas sought
to arrange thu business of the house in accor-
dance with a procedure which, we hope, will
expedite its business and meet with the con-
venience of the members generally.

I understand that my colleague, the Sec-
retary of State for External Affairs (Mr. St.
Laurent) bas bad some interviews with the
leaders of the different parties, anM that, wbile
no definite agreement bas been reached, agree-
ment is possible on the course of procedure
and a program that might govern during
the next few weeks. I shall therefore indicate
to the bouse what, in the opinion of the gov-
ernment, would be the most expeditious and
advisable procedure to, follow in the course
of the next few days.

Unless there is gond reason why it should
not be carried out, the government's intention
is to bave tbe mover and the seconder of the
motion for an address of thanks to Hýs
Excellency in reply to the speech from the
throne speak at a later stage this afternoon
and 10 bave the debate on the address con-
tinued on Monday of next wcek. The govern-
ment would bave preferred to bave had the
debate on the address left over for some
weeks, to be resumed after particular measures
we have met t.ogether to consider immediately
bave been dealt witb. I understand, however.
that the leaders of the parties opposite pref"r
that they at least be given the oppnrtunity
to speak immediately on the address. If that
is the case, the gnvernment will agree to have
the debate continued on Monday next by the
leaders of the different parties with a reply
to be made by an bon. member from this side
of the house. Tben it is proposed to adjourn
the debate. May I say thnt for this there is
ample precedent. There bave been other
occasions wbere the debate on the address
bas been le'ft over for sorne considerable lime.
There is no rîgid rule governing the time.

5849-li

Having regard to the business of tbis par-
ticular session, tbe government feel that tbe
course we are now proposing wilýl be the best
one to follow.

On Tuesday of next week il would be my
intention ta introduce a resolution to approve
the Geneva agreement. The Geneva agree-
ment, as bon. members; are aware, relates ta
reductions in tariffs and to questions of trade,
and is perhaps tbe most important agreement
in matters of trade that bas been arrived at
by representatives of many nations at any

im.The agreement bas mucb in tbe way of
promise of improvement nf trade relations
between the different nations of the worid
through the years to corne. At least it i-_
the hope and expectation that tbat will be 130.

In connection with the consideration of the
Geneva agrecrnent, thep government bas
tbought it would enable hon, gentlemen oppo-
site to speak on the agreement if we reserved
Tuesday next for the leaders ni the tbree
parties with a reply 10 be made by someone
on Ibis side, and then, to meet a request
miade from the opposite side, to al'low the
debate to continue for another day. An
adjournment of the debate would then be
made. The entire debate on the Geneva
agreement is likely to oceupy a very consider-
able period of time. We could not expect
il to be concluded between n0W and the
end of Ibis year even if il were the only
question before the bouse. But it is impor-
tant, in considering other measures, that the
bouse should have before il the larger objec-
tive which it is expected the Geneva agree-
ment will serve, in order that such other
measures as may be brnugbt fnrward may
be seen in their true light as temporary
measures only, necessitated by circumstances
which bave arisen within tbe present year,
and over wbich the goverilment of the
country bas bad no real control.

Some bnn. MEMBERS: Oh!

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I do ot know
the source of amusement, but may I say to
my hon. friends that if tbey were aware of
conditions as they are in the world today, tbey
would not smile at a statement that no single
country bas control nf conditions tbroughout
the world today and that every country in
its internai affairs is more or less affected by
those conditions. However, I bave no desire
10 comment furtber on that at Ibis tùne.

The intention then would be that on
Tbursday the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Abbott) would introduce emrergent measures
be bas already announced 10 the public to


