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COMMONS

Britain, delivered before the members of the
Senate ‘and of the House of Commons of Can-
ada in the chamber of the House of Commons
on November 19, 1945, be included in the House
of Commons Debates and form part of the per-
manent records of this parliament.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL (Rosetown-Biggar) :
Before the motion is put, I should like to
express, on behalf of my colleagues and myself,
appreciation of the visit of the Prime Min-
ister of Great Britain. We have listened to a
splendid address, one which expresses clearly
the aspirations and hopes not only of a
political party but also of the common people
of Great Britain. It is fitting that this motion
should be made and the address in the House
of Commons Debates recorded. I am sure that
we all join in wishing the Prime Minister and
his party a swift and safe journey to-night
across the Atlantic.

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN (Leader of the
Opposition) : I wish to express to the Prime
Minister (Mr. Mackengzie King) and to the
members of the government my pleasure at
having been given the honour of seconding
this resolution. I understood when it was
proposed that there would be no formal dis-
cussion of it to-day. Reference having been
made to it, however, may I say that we all
felt proud that our distinguished guest of this
afternoon should have found it possible to
come to Canada on his way home from Wash-
ington where he visited the President of the
United States.

On behalf of the party I lead I wish to add
my word of welcome to that already extended
by the Prime Minister of Canada, by this par-
liament, by the Canadian people, and just
a moment ago by the leader of the C.C.F.
party, to the Prime Minister of Great Britain.
In doing so I wish to say that when the
Prime Minister of Britain visits Canada we
look upon him not as the leader of a section
of that nation, but as the first citizen of his
country. We were all thrilled with the message
he gave us to-day. I should like to think that
I speak for all the members of this parliament
when I ask our distinguished guest to take
back to his own people our admiration of the
way in which they have stood up to the
problems of the last six years, and I know
we shall equally admire them for the way in
which they will face the difficult problems of
the peace.

If I may be permitted to do so, I would ask
the Prime Minister of Britain to take a mes-
sage to our own boys who are still over there;
to say to them that we are doing our best to
get them back as soon as possible, and to be
ready when they do come back to have places
for them where they can fit again into our
civil life.

[Mr. Mackenzie.]

I am very happy to associate myself with
the Minister of Veterans Affairs and other

‘members of the house in the resolution just

moved.

Mr. SOLON E. LOW (Peace River): It
gives me great pleasure to express, on behalf
of the group I represent, our thanks to the
Prime Minister for having arranged for the
Right Hon. Mr. Attlee to visit this country
and to speak to the houses of parliament. I
wish, sir, through you to express our thanks
to the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
for the splendid speech he gave this after-
noon. I feel that Canada has been privileged
by this visit of the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom, and this house has been
signally honoured by the address which the
right hon. gentleman delivered to us to-day.
Through his speech and his visit, he has
strengthenad those invisible ties that bind
Canada and the other parts of the British
commonwealth into a unity that is unique
on the face of this earth. It is the wonder
of all mankind that that unity of purpose has
been able to endure through the years in the
face of the trials and difficulties which have
beset us, and notwithstanding the dissimi-
larity among the parts and peoples that make
up the great commonwealth to which Canada
belongs.

After what we have heard from the right
hon. gentleman, it must be emphasized again
that unity does not mean uniformity. In the
British commonwealth we have the most
effective known demonstration of the type of
organization which is requisite for enduring
peace. This free association of countries and
peoples can lead the way to peace if we
continue to work together, and such visits as
we have had from prime ministers of Britain
will, I am sure, promote this cooperation.

We shall stand together in harmony if we
face the future with vision and humility. Our
commonwealth can face the world secure in
the knowledge that our example will go far
towards removing international fears, suspi-
cions and differences. Particularly will this
be so if together we work out fundamental
changes in financial and trade policies which
will make it possible for each member of
the commonwealth to draw wupon the
resources of the others for the things it needs,
and if at the same time we so order our
affairs that the weak and needy nations may
receive, from the various parts of the com-
monwealth, food, clothing and other materials
necessary for the relief and immediate
rehabilitation of their peoples.

I wish to assure you, sir, and through you
the British Prime Minister and the British
people, of our gratitude for what they did for



