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ent dates for elections in the various con-
stituencies at a general election. We select
one day, and if there id a good reason for
this procedure it ought to apply where two
or three viicancies exist at the same time,
though flot necessariiy having occurred
simult3aneously.

Mr. GUTHIRIS: Il there were a large
rnumber of vaeancies the Government might
bring on. by-elections in its favonred places
where it was Bure to carry constituencies
for the purpose of influencing the general
resuit. But for the if e of me T cannot
see what influence there-would be as be-
tween two or three by-elections,- and it
will be very rare in the history of thie coun-
try that in any six months' period we shahl
likely have three by-eiections. It is pos-
sible; it bas happened already; but it is
very unusual to have three by-elections in
a six months' period.

MNr.- FIELDI[NG: You do not need any
better illustration of the matter than that
which exists now in Est Elgin, which hss
been vacant for a number of weeks.

Mr. GUTHfRUIE: Parliament said it rnight
be vacant for six months.

Mr. FIELDING. Parliarnent says a
thousand thinigs that may be wrong and
we are here to correct such thinge. Other-
wise we should have no function at ail.

Mr. H.L A. MAOKfIE: lI the case of East
Edmonton, would the hon. member suggeet
that a denite date should be flxed, nxaking
it absolutely neceesary to hold a by-elec-
tion there to- synch-ronize with by-etions
in other places? You could not ge hall
the peophe to the polie.

Mr. FIýELDeNG: T say that after vacan-
dies have existed for a certain 'reasonabie
period the elections should be held simul-
taneously. I do not think that the Gov-
erument oughtto take upon themselves the
power to pick out certain dates for the
holding of by-elections where they think
the reenits will be favonrable to themselves.
I know this w*as done in tirnes past. I
arn not a "«holier than thon" man, and I
admit that 1 did it myseif when I was a
*minister. But that je no reasonwhy we
should flot reform practices that are bad,
and 1 arn sorry that the Acting Solicitor
General-, having giverA us snob a cordial
invitation to offer suggestions which we
might think necessary, should refuse to
adopt a very nece ssary reform.

Mr. GUTHRiE: That is a matter of
opinion. 1 do not thik the proposal is one

in the nature of a reform. Last antumn
a epecial committes of the eouse sat on
several occasions. 1 was chairman of the
committes an d we considered the whole
matter and came te certain conclusions.
which received. the unanimous approval of
the House. Why should we thon go back
on the eystem we adopted three or four
months ago? My hon. friend has not urged
anything that was not urged before the
special committee.

-Mr. FIELDlING: Last year we did not
deal with the point under discussion. We'
simply fixed the time within which the writ
muet be isned. If my hon. fri end cannot
see the force of the illustration I- have
given in the present vacancy in East Elgin,
then I tlAnk it je hopehese to expect that
he will be persuaded into«accepting my pro-
posaI.

*Mr. MAOKENZlI KING: le there any
purpoce in ehections at ail, other than to
giverepresentation to the conetituencies in
the country? That je the purpose of a gen- -

eral election and it is also the purpose of
every by-election. I1 understand my hon.
friend (Mr. Fielding) to emphasize the
point; that as a resuht of the Government's
administration of the existing law, some
constituencies in which there have been
vacancies will soon be represented in this
Parliament, while another unrepresented

Sonstàtuency will he deiprived oif that oight.
If the Gove'rnment were 'willing to
observe the fundamental principhe of ehec-
tions they would give the ehectore in Est
Elgin the right to be represented. But
the Government are denying them that
right by refnsing to issue the writ for the
ehection in that constituency, -and this je
something against which we ehouhd al
strenuonsly protest. On behaif of the ehec-
tors of East Elgin, as part of the people of
Canada, I think the Government should
as soon as possible take steps to have that
constituency. represented in Parliament.

Mr. PROUIX: The term of this Parlia-
ment je five years, and I think it would
be well to have the general election on a
flxed date every five, yeare. The 'Govern-
ment of Ontario is proposing to have pro.
vincial ehectione at flxed dates.

Mr. GUTHRIE: A lot of thinge are being
propoeed thpere.

Mr. FIELDI-NG: le there any change in
subeection 9? My recoîhection is that the
unfortunate candidate who hoses hie de-
posît only gete At back from the Anditor


