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that traversed the best country, and as being the route, in
every respect, the most suitable for a trans-continental rail-
way. Upon that line there was no grade in excess of 50 feet
to the mile, and very little of that, and there was less curva-
ture than in any other lino that had been surveyed, and ail
the advantages were wholly in its favour. I also gave uqj
the Bute Inlet route, and determined to go by the Fraser.
The hon. gentleman, in the very start of his Admiii-
istration, had that order repealed, and ho was obliged
to go back, afterwards, to the course I had originallOy
adopted. The bon. gentleman, Sir, is not only ungenerouis,
but most unjust in bis attempt to bolittie the
efforts that were made by his predecessors. The Governmet
of the hon. gentleman opposite had contracted with British
Columbia to have the surveys completed, and the work of
construction commenced in two years, and this bargain
had been in existence two years and a-half when we
accepted office, and not a single mile was surveyed or
located across the entire continent, after two years and
tahalf of labour. The entire work was begun afresh by i,
and when we left office we had the country opened up.
Settlers were going into the country, the prairies were
oecupied, and everything was put in order for the resumpi-
tion of work. The hon.gentleman will find that I simply
determined to consult Parliament about the varions plans.
I regret, Mr. Speaker, that I am unable, on account of a
defect in my voice, to give that attention to the hon. gein-
tieman that I would like to give, and to his scandalous mis-
statements respecting my own Administration. I can only
hope that some day we will meet at Philippi, where I shall
endeavour to give him what he deserves.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gentleman will
allow me to say that no person in this House regrets more
than I do, the condition of bis health, which does not allow
him to deal with questions with all his pristine vigour. The
hon. gentleman will allow me to say that no person would
be more gratified than myself t find the hon. gentleman
able in the future, as in the past, to deal with the most
formidable antagonist able to confront him; but ho must
permit me to say that his memory bas failed him on this
occasion, as well as on the other.

Mr. MACKENZIE. It did not fail me on the other.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gentleman stated

that those tenders were in the office when the change of
Government, took place, and were ready to be awarded. I
said that was not the case; and that the hon. gentleman hd
himself stated subsequently that he had asked for the ten-
ders without having made up his mind when to prooaed
with the construction of the work. The hon. gentlempn
will permit me to remind him that he asked for tenders for
125 miles of the section in British Columbia, from Kaqn-
loops to Yale.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I stated that.
Sir CHARLES TUPPBR. I want to call his attention to

what took place, that he asked also for tenders covering the
entire line from Lake Superior to the Pacific Ocean, inclad-
ing the work that was done. As I said, not only were the
tenders not in, but although advertisements had been inserted
that the contracte would be let, the letting was twice post-
poned, no offers being sent in-and such were not sent in unti 1
after the change of Government had taken place, because
the surveys were not sufficiently advanced to enable speci-
fications to be prepared. As the hon. gentleman is aware,
no tenders can be sent in unles specifications are pre-
pared, and these were prepared in the Department under
My cwu direction. The hon. gentleman is, therefore, mis-
taken on that point. The hon. gentleman is also mistaken
in supposing that he had constructed and put in operation
the lino from Winnipeg to the boundary. This work was
Oompleted by thIe Department under my instruetions, after

a change of Government had taken place, and it was not
until the change of Government that any of thel.ine was in
operation. I am sorry the bon. goat4eman is not better oble
to deal with the question in controvemsy. I did notietend to
be unjust end ungenerous but the hon gentleman muSt not
forgt thalt i wasi not tho a-wailant; thut I was defend3ng
this Governnment againt a gross andi unjubtifiable attack
from the otiher side of the House, as to the manner in which
this Govornment had fulfilled its duty to Manitoba and the
North-West ; and in doaling whh:that matter I did, althoagh
reluctantly, contrast the action of the present and put Ad-
ministrations.

Mr. MACKENZIE. The hon. gentleman was mostaunfor-
tunate in bis choice and style of language. Oe would have
thought that, inteatd of this motion being one regPecting
grievances in the North-West, some motion had bee. pro.
posed in regard to the management of the railw.ay system.
If the latter had been the case, the hon. gaatleman's.romarks
would have been in place. Nothing, however, wouiljutify
the gross extravagance of tho 'hn., gentleman's aglan e in
depreciating what bis predecocawumNad done,and glorting
hi mself foi his past actions, when ho well knew that -hoead
accomplished nothing-that hie Government spent two
years without doing anything.

M1r. HESSON. lear, hear.
Mr. MACKENZIE. Will the lion. gentleman whmo talls

out " hear, bear;"' tell me what they did during those two
years?

Mr. HESSON. We had to get a new plan altogether.
M1r. MACKENZIE. That hon. gentleman had botter get

a new plan too. No ono in the louse needs it more. I
could not even, disabled as 1 am for the moment-

Mr. HESSON. Ilear, hear.
Mr. MACKENZIE. The hon. member is performing his

usual office of claqueur to the Ministry, and I muet submit
to bo interrupted, as other members are.

Mr. HESSON. Ne interrupted the Minister.
Mr. MACKENZIE. No doubt the Miister and myself

can settie outr difficulties. I will saY this of the Minister of
Railways, that he never objected to any interruption of that
sort in debate; I would be the last man to object to it for
I rather like interruption, and no man with a good cause
will ever object to interruption. I wish te point Out the
gross extravagance of the claim made by the inister, when
the fact was that during the eight years from the time the
road was commenced until we left offiee, all that was accom-
plished was accomplished by us, and nothing by hon. gentle-
men opposite, though two and a-balf years in the first place
and nearly two years in the second were spent, and the only
thing done was to lay down an ill-constructed road which
had to be takon up.

Amendment (Mr. Camerenl, Huron) riegatived on the
following division:-
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Somerville (Bruce),
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