
COMMONS DEBATES.
do, if they are going to carry out this principle and the
country is in a position to afford it, will be to increase the
pay of the privates as weil as the officers. It is quite true
it is a very trifling amount, but when we consider thut the
officer heretofore bas been doing duty for $1 per day and i
now to get $4.87 per day, giving him $60 instead of $12, the
addition is considerable, and if he should be called ou
for an additional number of days it will amoun
in the aggregate to a large sum. I do not wish i
to b3 considered that I am fiiding fault, because I
know these gentlemen have done a great deal of work in
the interests of the country for a small amount of pay
True, they have more honor and credit, and the hon. Minister
of Militia the other day paid them a high compliment in his
speech when introducing the Bill. I think they might be
allowed to continue to do a little more work in the interests
of the country for the honor and receive the samo pay as
the mon in the ranks are only to recoive 50 ets. a day. If
the hon. Minister can do so, I hope whon ho gets through
the Estimates ho will make up his mind to add $20,000 to
the Militia grant and divide it among tho men as well It is
very easy for the hon. Minister to make himself popular by
being able to increase the pay of all the officers and the
officers connected with the Departmont. I could have done
so when we were in power, but wo were restricted for
money and had to curtail in every respect, and I find the
expenditure the last year I had the honor of filling the
position the hon. gentleman now bolds was $550,000 com-
pared with $751,000 last year, and this year there is an
additional expenditure. If the country can afford it, well
and good ; but let us understand, at ail events, who is to
receive the monoy, if it is to go into the iockets of the
officers and not of the men.

Mr. THOMPSON. I look upon this question possibly in
a different light from some hon. gentlemen. I do not con -
sider it a political question, but rather one of a national
nature, one in which we are called upon to furnish means
for the defence of our country in case of need. The pay
that is allowed to the officers seems to be large, yet it must
bc borne in mind that a large amount is expended by them
in keeping up the force. While thankful for the increase
of 10 ets. per day to the mon, I would impress upmn the
Minister, if possible, to increase that, and we can do so by
reducing the number of men that re to be drilled annu-
ally, and in that way we would have a more effective force.
As regards the promises made previous to the Elections,
reforred to by my hon. friend from West Larbton, Tory
promises are not always to be relied upori ; and mn questions
of ibis rind, I fancy they have gone as far, probably, asour
friends did when they were i power. But two wrongs do
not make a right. We are discussing the Militia que-tion,
ard we wannt to make it as effective as possible, and w ,
duc regard to some encouragement to the men who form the
rank and file of the various corps. When w are
called upon to go te camp every second ycar, it
i3 somictimes with great difficulty that rural battalions
are filled. I venture to say that some of these men, if they
were cglled upon for active service, or to be inspected, many
of ihem wouid bo ordered to withdraw from the ranks on
account of their physicial inability. If you want an effec-
tive force it ought to be reduced, and drilled anrially and
paid better. I trust the hon. Minîster will give this matter
every consideration and try to extend to the rank and file
of the voluntcer force, that justice to which they are en-
titied.

Mr. OUIMET. I agree with the hon. member for Haldi-i
man d (Mr. Thompson), that this Parliament ought not to
begrudge to the Militia the very small amount we pay
them, I say small amoint, because if you add to the three1
quarters of a mllion the expenses of the Department it1
brings the amount to nearly $800,000, and of that sum only4

about 825,000 goes to the Militia. I look upon the Militia
e of a country, not precisely as a necessity, because I do not
e think our Militia are likoly to be called upon to defend our
e country against an invading force for many years to
s come; but I look upon the Militia as a national institution
e the promotion of which is the best means ofcreatingamong
t our population a national feeling, a real Canadian feeling.
t When several regiments meet together in a review I think
t the men are proud of themselves, it makes emulation among
[ them, and it is flattering to them to realize that they consti-
i tute an ornament and a protection to the nation, I con-
. gratulate the Minister of Militia on the few thousands he

spends to have reviews of the city corps. City corps cannot
b treated in the samne way as rural corps. A city corps

cannot, as a rule, go into eamp, hecause the men who com-
pose a city corps cannot leave their employment for a fort-
night without exposing themsolves to severe loss. They
give a good deal of time for the annual drills and to prepare
i hemselves for the reviews on our national fête days. We have
seen them paradingon the lastreviews, and Ithink they did
credit te themselves and to the Militia force. I know the
rural corps are deserving of groat credit too, but they are
not so readily available as the city corps. For instance, if
the Militia were to be called out in a case of emergency, as
in a case of riot, it would be very easy in twenty.four hours
to gather at least 1,500 or 2,000 men of our city corps,
Swhile it would take several days to assemble a rural corps,
whose companies are generally spread over a large terri-
tory. I would, therefore, be disposed to agree with hon.
members who have recommended that an increase of pay
should be given to the volunteors for each additional year
of' service. I think this expense would be quite justifiable,
and while we are voting this money, I am surprised to see
that thei e was ne increase of pay granted to Deputy Adjut.
ants-General. These officers reeeive only 81,200 a year,
while it is proposed to give first-class clerks in the Depart-
ment over $2,000. I would ask the hon. Minister of Militia
if ho considers that a Peputy Adjutant-General, who has
occupied a high rank in the regular army, should not
receive as muchi as these clerks in the Departmonts.
I do not mean to depreciate the services rendered by
these clerks, but I mean to say that Deputy Adjutants-
General, who are presumed to be qualified for the posi-
tion, ought to carn -enough to koep their families alive,
because I really think that $1,200 for a main in the posi-
tion that a Deputy Adjutant-General is suîpposod to
occupy in a city, is too snall a sum for his services. I am
really sorry that in this schedule no incriase of salary bas
LeCn provided for these officers, nor for the lrigade Majors.
i do not think that our constituents will ever blame us for
encrouraging the Militia, as a rule. I would be in favor of
encouraging it more than we have done in the past. For
my part, I would bo disposed te curtail the amount that is
allowed our standing army or nuclous of an army, and to
increase the pay to the militiamen.

Mr. SPROULE. The hon. member for Laval, in advo-
catinîg an increase to the men in hie city, says they cannot
leave their work, and because they are holding important
positions. Every man who is following his daily avocation
holds, what is to him, an important position. 1 do not
think that is any argument at all. There is one peculiarity
in reference to the demand for increased pay to the officerr,
and that is that almost overy muember in this House who
supports it appears to be an offieer himself. It is only like
men s eaking for themselves. I believe that the mon who
must h depended upon, speaking generally, come from the
rural districts, and that they make up the great force of an
army. I am net oe of those who believe that thcy cannot
be brought into the field on short notice. The hon. member
for Laval (Mr. Ouimet) has stated that city corÈs can be
brought into the field in twenty-four hours. Our experi-
ence at the time of the Fenian raid was that it did not take
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