
changes will take many decades to realize, Canada and other Arctic Ocean coastal 
states must begin to prepare for greater traffic into the region, with sometimes nega
tive effects.

Regional solutions, supported by robust domestic legislation in Arctic states, will 
be critical. Canada will work in concert with other Arctic nations through the Arctic 
Council' (the primary forum for collaboration among the eight Arctic states), with the 
five Arctic Ocean coastal states on issues of particular relevance to the Arctic Ocean, 
and bilaterally with key Arctic partners, particularly the United States.

We will need to consider how to respond to issues such as emergency response and 
search and rescue capability and potential future problems related to emergencies 
(including environmental), organized crime, and illegal trafficking in drugs and people. 
One very important initiative is the current effort within the Arctic Council to nego
tiate a search and rescue agreement for the Arctic. Information sharing, coordina
tion of efforts, and pooling resources are all concrete ways in which partnership may 
be beneficial.

The recently held Arctic Ocean Foreign Ministers meeting was an important step not 
only in advancing our collaboration on continental shelf delineation but also in en
couraging forward thinking on the emerging issues in the region. The meeting publicly 
demonstrated leadership and partnership by Canada and other coastal states on re
sponsible management of the Arctic Ocean.

Protecting national sovereignty, and the integrity of our borders, is the first and fore
most responsibility of a national government. We are resolved to protect Canadian 
sovereignty throughout our Arctic.

1 The Arctic Council brings together eight member states (Canada, Denmark, Finland, 

Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States) and six Arctic indigenous 

groups called Permanent Participants.
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