
By contrast the 1979 Constitution dictated what the states needed. For instance,
in 1960, Eastern'.Nigeria decided that K did not need a House of Chiefs, whereas
both Northern and Western Nigeria opted for this second legislative chamber. In
the 1979 Constitution, states have no right to
choose what they want In 1960, the Nigeria Police was to be jointly controlled
by the Federal and Regional Govemments. Such delicacies have disappeared.
Above all, in 1960 every consfituent Region had its own Constitution. They lost
such rights in 1979.

More threatening to the spirit of the Consbtution was the assumption in 1979 by
Obasa*'s Supreme Military Council that it had the authority to approve and
promulgate the Nigerian Constitution into existence. Subsequent military
regimes, including Abdulsami Abubakars, have since eliimed the authority of
"ratffyingu a ConsdWüm vihich üwW agents have consbucted. In the process, the
statu have lost their inherent right to ratify the Constitution.

CONSEQUENCES OF CENTRAL[ZAlnON AND OF ABUSE OF
CONSTITUInON

Nigeria has not recovered from the consbtufional chaos that a series of
centralization measures of the 1970s has infficted on our political traditions. in a
sense, Shehu Shagari's (1979-83) civillan regime was fôrecloonied by the false
milftary standards and expectations te a govemment had to, be tough. It was
thrown out by soldiws who upheld the philosophy of oentelLmbm. Under their
regime féderalism has been eviscemted, with painfiul consequences.

Agenaüm.- Most Nerians are alienated from #Wr govenwents. with the loss of
power by the statu and locaI goveniTm-ft, there am no local autonomies In
governance that w4il emPow« Ordimy inclm4duels and admet them to a
govel 1 M 1 M si they con mWe to. TNS 130vefty Of gomnwm has been
accentuatecI sùwe the movement of N*miWs capitais to Abuja widely viewed as
a soidiers'fortress.

Law*WSss aind CWUPbM. At the heart of military rule in Nigeria la the
enthroneffmnt of Wmlemw«. It beffl lits domin in 19% by mtpencfing die
N*Nian C«"Wdm, r"hng MdY e»» Secdons thet ftvvred Re rule. In 1 M.
the milftary »Wo to end its flOrmal reign after conducting a serles of elections in
the total abMffl Of 8 wwkdM Cu»ftàtkXt M4W~ dw» yem Nigena has
been. governed wMYXÂ any =m#W#onai cvder. Corruption ftives because the
moral kxmMons of law have been destroyed by ew mintwy.


