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Pope's Discontents

.The successful creation of 8 new Department
of External Affairs, as a fulfllment of the desires ex-
pressed in his brief to the Royal Commissioners in 1907,
should have filled Pope with satisfactlon. But no archi-
tect or builder is fully satisfied withhis completed
edifice. Ee Qeeg, and learns by seeing, 1its defects or
its shortcomings. |

Pope was proud of the achisvement for which
the Government, urged by Farl Grey, supported by Sir
Wilfrid Igurier,‘and prombted 1argeiy by Pope, was
reépénsible._ |

Buf’he was 8 conscientious and sensitive man;
and he could noﬁ.fail to feel a number of discontenting

factors.

Premises

The sad story of the o:ficiai premises for
his new Department has been relafed. In fact the struggle,
during the summer of 1909, to gain sultable space in the
Bast Block for his Department was so6 disappointing that
Pope went off disheartenéd to the ﬁéxile"ﬂof Trafalgar
Building fér the next five yesars, Throughdut that period
he bore_a smbuldering sense of frustration and disappoint-
ment, He was, as he complained, relegated to quartérs
"over a barber«shop"; after seversal earlier makeshift
moves, He was sexcluded from his proper base in the East
Block, among nis assoclates and colleagues. This was an
obstruction to efficiency of oberation. It.caused in-
conveniancéﬂand loss of time, and 1nterfered‘with close
discussion. While nursing this grlevance, he continued

to seek space in the enlarged Tast Block; but this, even
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