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protect indigenous intellectual and cultural property and the right to preserve customary
and administrative systems and practices.

26.5. United Nations organizations and other international development and finance
organizations and Governments should, drawing on the active participation of indigenous
people and their communities, as appropriate, take the following measures, jinter alia, to
incorporate their values, views and knowledge, including the unique contribution of
indigenous women, in resource management and other policies and programmes that may
affect them:

(@ Appoint a special focal point within each international organization, and
organize annual interorganizational coordination meetings in consultation with
Governments and indigenous organizations, as appropriate, and develop a procedure
within and between operational agencies for assisting Governments in ensuring the
coherent and coordinated incorporation of the views of indigenous people in the design
and implementation of policies and programmes. Under this procedure, indigenous
people and their communities should be informed and consulted and allowed to participate
in national decision-making, in particular regarding regional and international cooperative
efforts. In addition, these policies and programmes shouid take fully into account
strategies based on local indigenous initiatives;

(b)  Provide technical and financial assistance for capacity-building progiammes
to support the sustainable self-development of indigenous people and their communities;

(c)  Strengthen research and education programmes aimed at:

@) . Achieving a better understanding of indigenous people’s knowledge and
management experience related to the environment, and applymg this to
contemporary development challenges;

(i) Increasing the efficiency of indigenous people’s resource management
systems, for example, by promoting the adaptation and dissemination of
suitable technological innovations;

(d)  Contribute to the endeavours of indigenous people and their communities in
resource management and conservation strategies (such as those that may be developed

under appropriate projects funded through the Global Environmental Facility and Tropical

Forestry Action Plan) and other programme areas of Agenda 21, including programmes to
collect, analyse and use data and other information in support of sustainable development
projects.

- 26.6. Governments, in full partnership with indigenous people and their communities
should, where appropriate:

(@)  Develop or strengthen national arrangements to consult with indigenous




