
Canada's 1995 study of the related requirements noted, "UN volunteers offer the best prospect of

a completely reliable, well-trained rapid reaction capability. Without the need to consuit national

authorities, the UN could cut response times significantly, and volunteers could be deployed within

hours of a Security Council decision."' 03 etUltimately", as the Government of Canada

acknowledged, "a UN rapid reaction capability can be truly reliable only if it no longer depends on

member states of the UN for the supply of personnel for peace operations., 104

This idea has already attracted support. As the Commission on Global Governance reported in

1995, "the very existence of an inimediately available and effective UN Volunteer Force could be a

deterrent in itself. It could also give important support for negotiation and the peaceful settlement

of disputes."'105 The Report of the Independent Working Group on the Future of the United Nations
expressed its preference for a standing UN Volunteer Force to enhance the UN's perfonmance in


