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The ThinLayer LeachingorTL process was created. inChileas asignificantimprovementon the North
American license of Holmes & Narver. It consists of a special thin layer heap leaching process.

After crushing, the minerai is agglomerated to maintain the chemical and physical properties i the
beap. When agglomerated i a rotary drumn or other device, variable quantities of water and concentrated,
sulfuric acld are added. Once agglomerated, the material is piled up at different heights and undergoes
leacbing with an acidulated solution distributed by sprinlers. lhe liquid drains off and is collected and sent
to tans where copper is subsequently extracted from the solution, This dripping takes place in the very thin
layers that surround the minerai, whidi gave the name to the process, although the heaps can be as high as
six meters, compared to the 0.8 meters used in the Holmes & Narver process.

1.262 La Cascada.
Since 1989 Sociedad Minera Pudahuel bas also owned La Cascada mine in the First Region (former

Sagasca). Reserves here are 13 million metric tons. This ore deposit bas been difficuit to exploit due to the
cbaracteristics of the mineral. The mine and the plant bave a capacity of 120,000 tpm. Production at La

the open


