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... For more than 10 years the Conference on Disarmament has engaged in an
effort to eliminate chemical weapons, one of the weapons of mass destruction,
from the Earth once and for all. It has taken various steps, particularly
this year, to draw the attention of many countries to the importance of the
issue of chemical weapons, while intemsifying negotiations for the preparation
of the convention. As a result of these endeavours, we have seen some
successes: the number of participants in the session of the Ad Hoc Committee
on Chemical Weapons has risen among non-member States; a breach has opened in
the negotiations and agreement has been reached on many provisions. This
gives hope for the adoption of the convention by the end of 1992 at the
latest. We feel that problems such as the verification system, the executive
council and others can be resolved if the negotiations are directed towards
taking sufficient account of the concern of non-chemical-weapon countries,
particularly developing countries. Clear experience has also been acquired
this year to enhance the effectiveness of the Conference on Disarmament. This
is, we may say, a forum for the adoption of general disarmament measures to
ensure peace and security throughout the world. For that reason participation
in the Conference on Disarmament should be enhanced on a large scale, so that
the problems of the widest possible variety of regions and categories are
fully reflected and dealt with. We consider that the number of member States
should be increased and in the immediate future the participation of non-member
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States in the Conference made much easier. In this regard my delegation would
like to propose that we consider changing the procedure so that, if non-member
States submit an application to participate in sessions of the Conference on
Disarmament, their participation can be renewed by tacit agreement every year
unless any objection is raised.



