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23.ý For a period off nine ruonths, between Ju.ne 1956
and March~ 1957, the general situation at Houei Thao
reniained cpJ.m except f'or occasiona. exohange of f lre.
Instances off Laotian National Arruy soldiers beixig*
injured by mine explosions when collecting l'irewqod
outside.the limits off their posts continued to béî reported.
Prom the latter part off March, 1957 to mid-May, 19V,
there were several exchangeË off l're between the PatLiet
Lao and the Royal Governinent soldiers In a variety of 
cirdumstances, suâh as breaches ol' the Sam Neua Agreement,
difficulties off water parties f irewood coJ.lecting parties
and retrieving ol' Laotian National Army supplies which had
been paradropped ffor the garrison at Houei. Thao and which,
l'ell on the Pathet Lao side. The sàb-team at Houei Thao
exercised close supervision and succeeded ini preventing any
outbreaks off serions proportions.

âIT-JATION AT MtJOG EN

24. The ffirst incident of f ±ring atter'the cease-f ire
agreement off 7/8 November 1955, was reporte4 by the fixed
team at Samn Neua on 19 Novernber,. 1955.- This was soon
ffolloved by several others e 1specîally lu th~e areas soiath
and east off Mtzoig Peun. In spite off the diffficultles off
investigation already mentioriede the Oonniiàion un.dertooc
to investigate the Royal Governmzezit coiuplaints alleging
Pathet Lao movement and mining at Ban Papelt, Ban Ilaaong and
attack 'at Ba Na Say in the area east off Miaong Peiun. At
the dame time thie Pathet Lao alleged that the Royal
>Government had not desisted from intensifyiAg the despatcb
off reinfforcenixt and froni attacking the Pathet Lao troops
occ>upying the posts off Paicha, ICohay, Nakeng, Nanong andNa
Oui. The res ults off the investiga~tion into the Royal,
Laotiàn Government complaint showeds

(a) There vere genez'al patrol activ'ities by botb
sides near the areas regarding which allega-
tions had been made e.g. Ban Nantang, Tilt
Nokt Ngoua and Ban Na Sam.

(b) The post off Ban Na Sami vas held by the196Laotian National Army on 19 November, l5.
(c) On-the 25 November, the~ day off the investigrs

tion, the Posts off Ban Papek and Ban Nann
were held by the Laotian National Army'.

(d) Other points in the allegatio. could neiýhe
-be proved nior di8proved,..,

The investigation into the Pathet Lao coniplaint was o
competeL'

25, During November and Decezmber 1955 f urtiier alle&o
tions vere made off incidents taking place In areas ai'oa

Muog Pun nd heaituaation worseried. On 5 December t
Laotan atinalArmy Com1maner at MÀong Peun alleged tO0t
the ommssin'steam that three Laotian National ArUIY *

weebein attacked by about 1.300 Pathet Lao troops A
same ?ieth athetILao aile ged that Laotian Nationl

wer atacingPatetLao posts in this sector and tha
battaiop of Lota National2 Army troopa ffrom Xieng

Y-hoangvas being used for t2his pur posa, The. Commissi
realsingthe bravity off the sitation~ asloed both sde

for an imeiate cease-fir,, Inrvstigatiohs into theiO aj
compl1aintesn oomter-cooplaînts vore ordered. Àsa£
offti action Calm vas restord, thougj A ternpoa'arilye


