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the pust year, first-cllss teachiers seldoni failed to
secure employmen t. Second-class teacliers were
always in demand. What shall 1 say of third-class
teachers? There are too many of thlem, and tlîeir
field of labor is rapidly narrowing in New Brunswick.
Many third-clasus teachers are doing excelle¶it work,
but a teacher of this class who is content to stand stili
here, has not the requisite arnount of ambition to
properly qualify for au instructor. The excessive
nunîber of third-class teachers was produced, no doubt,
by the short terin system at the Normal sohool, and
we have to note the lengthiening of the term ant that
institution as onîe of the most progressive steps in the
educational history for the year. We may exp)ress
the hope that many wiIl pass before any rctrogress ion
will take place in this particular. This i8 a guaran tee
for fewer low-class and unskilled teachers, and less
competition and underbidding.

It cannot be denied that enthusiasmn in educational
matters has soinewhat waned since the inception of
the sehool law. This, porbaps, wa to be expected, as
novelty always excites attention; but the people of
thi8 Province are not by any mens dead au to the
advantagea afforded by free schools, nor do they lack
appreciation for well directed effort. A littie revival
in these matters is nccessary, and noue are so wel
situated to effeot it as the teachers themselves.
Instead of constantly bewailing the severity of our lot,
and bringing on ourse1ve8 contempt by-aa one newe-
paper styles it,-our constant ,«wail for cash,", let us
set Wo work as in other professions to achieve succees,
and we cannot fait to dlaim ita reward.

A very succe8sful Institute bas been held during
the year in St. John, and no doubt these annual
gatherings possess many advantages, flot the least
among which is the social intercourse afforded by
them Wo teachers. The papers read, too, and the
discussions participated in, have their value. But
are we practical enough? Do we not have too many
papers and not enough discussion? Everything seems
too hurried, and by the time those who always speak
two or three times., no matter what cornes up, in
order to explain their particular position, have
spoken, the time has expired and the benefits are
greatly curtailed tbereby. Many favour the idea
next year of an Inter-provitcial Institute embracing
the Maritime Provinces. It is understood to be

-favoured by Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.
Many teachers who attended the Provincial Institute
remained Wo attend the Surnmer School of Science,
which may be considered another step in advance,
as it wus convened, for the fir8t time, last year, and
the benefits resulting from it must hv envr
9reatý

,Sonie new text-books wero iitrodncod during thé
vciir, anid :w. their recoin ndat ion wua prompted by
expcerieu('e and j)ractiral knowledge, they no doubt
will confer the advantages expected of t.hem. The
tnew arithnmetic ie weil conceivcd from an edticational
standpoint, b)ut lias beeîi nearly spoiled typographiW
ally. The text ont the science uBti.jLct8 by Dr. Bâiley
is ail that was expeýctedl, and will no doubt b. à
vainable aid to both teachers and pupils. Sucb a
book has long been needed. 'lle new côpy-book8 bave
not as yet received a very warni welcorno, but perbape
time and use miay tend to reconcilo tliern to the pro-
fession. They are lwrlîaps useful rather than orna-
mental, and this niay ho as it ehould bo.

Another decided step) in advane was the inaugura
tion of an Arbor Day tbroughoiqt the Irovino. Il
we are to judge from tho number of treea planted,
and the anount of oniamentation to the sebool
groundsq, the action of the Board of Education in
allowing and appointing the day wua a very popular
one.

The position takon by our sehoola in the Colonial
Exhibition showed that tbey wero second Wo none ini
the excellence of their work, and demonstrated the
strength of our fre.e chool system.

It was confidently hoped by the friends of educs-
tion that before this timo a compulsory clause would
have been introduced into our @chool law, as it should
have been long ago. Whon we con8ider tbat of the
total enrolment of the Province but littie over flfty
per cent. of the pupils attend 8chool evory day, and
fhat nearly one-fourth o! the cbildren o! sohoolable
age do flot attend school at ail, it is surely high ime
that such a clause was enacted. Many thoughL that
a permissive compulsory clause would be carried lut
winter. The bill passed the lower bous. but wua fot
introduced into the upper, and go we will have to
wait to chronicle even this much until some other
year., it may be hoped this.

Another change that wus anxiously looked for-
and this concerne trustee8 more than teacleho-was a
change in the pre8ent assosmment law to mako property
pay taxes in the district in which it is situated. Much
hardship and consequent complaint arises from Lb.e
working of the law au it now is. Villages and thickly
settled places which are well able to support sohools
of their own resources, are deriving no small amount
of support each year from remote and poor disitricto,
often in consequence rendered too poor to support
sehools but for a portion of the year.

While we are spoaking of trustees, wo may roter Wo
a very bad and growing habit o! extending the summer
holidays ut will, disregarding entiroly the teachers'
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