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TUIE EDITOATIONAL REVIEW.

QUESTION DEPAITIENT.

A. K. B.-1. What is a minerai rodt 2. Ilow does it

point out the presenre of minerais?

1. A superstition of the nineteenth century. 2. By:

accident or the conscious direction of the mitnipultitor.

«I S'RiiNmiER. "-Supposing a mass, say one pound ofî
meteoric iron, should fall towards the earth with the average
meteoric velocity, say of 30 miles per second; how would

you calculate the beat produced by its impact?

Veloityequals 158,400 feet per second, equal to,
that acquired by a body falling from rest 392,040,000

feet if q always = 32. This energy converted into

heat at Joule's equitalent ('472 foot-pounds equal to;

heat which would rmise one pound of water one'

degree Fah. in temperature) would ho sufficient to

heat one pound of water over 507,000 degrees Fab.

But the speciflo heat of iron je about one-tenth of

water. The mass of iron would then ho rai8ed about,

5,000>,000 Fah. in temperature. 3,000 is about the i

temperature o! molten iron.

M. B.-Pleasc name the author and comment on bhe
thought of the following passage: 1

Yet 1 doubt tiot through the. ages orne lnaeaang purpose ruas,
A" the thoughte ot men are uideoed with the proceusof the sus

The passage i8 from Tennyson's «"Locksley Hall."

Thpoet seems tb have in view the desire of the
human mind for a broader culture, a development of'
what le good and noble in man'B nature; and this
"increasing purpose " in the higher conception that

prevails of the Christian religion, as sbown in the;
great missionary undertakingB, the organization of
humane societies, the tenidency towards the settiement;
o! disputes between nations without resort to the'

sword, the spread of scientific knowledge in its broad-

est sense-thus are the thoughts of men widened.

J. C.-Where will 1 get a good work on entomology?
What author is considered best? and what is the cost of the
work?

"Packards Guide to the Stpdy of Insecte" je pro-.
bably the be8t and most complete work for our stu-.
dents. Its price is $2.50.

R. B., Lute8 Mountain, N. B.-Is the enclosed rock a
fossili

It appears tèi be a fossil of carboniferous age. It
je probably a portion o! the trunk of a tree which'
was buried in a sandstone formation, and therefore
not so completely pre8erved as to form as if it.were
imbedded in clay. The dark color i8 due to carbon-
,aceous matter, and portions of ite surface are covered
with a dense crop of minute hexagonal crystal of*
silica, which eut, glass with great ease.
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ht catisot uw denied tlîat intaicblis beeon doue te mootà
the patli of I)egilnners binthe Study of the Latin languago.
G rin ni ars, introductory readvtýri4 and translate4 eclltions o
the classi.s getierîalIy read in iwb>ol or college, have been
isqued f roin the pîress Uotbii England and Amerkca great
abundance. Tivre is senrcety a difiicrîlty in text, construc-
tion or matter that is flot explained, or, nt any rate, tovard
the uinderstanding of wliich ontributions areO Dot offéed.
GeographicaI references and historical allusions ane fully
illustrated. and mal»s ad plans of great mernt acompmny
the remarks uand iimpiretw thern upou the mimd &4 no othu
mode of presentation could poasibly do. Truly, 0 bona
your fortune is pleasanter than th ' t of jour predeemn of
thirty or forty-years agu! But whetber tbe resu 'Wt of tbs
present system will he comniensurate with the masltano
which lins been so gt'nerouslv extended, and thi.e forts
made to rentier the study attractive and useful, is a qumdton
which, by some of us, is difficult to anawer in the &Mfrmative.'

There is ne desire on our part to undervalue theoebcolea-
sbip evidtitly posaesed by the editors oJ,»hue 6w o"h
editions of Latin author», but wbat we bave our doubte
about is the wisdom of putting %uch booksisnl the bands of
boys to aid them i their home studies. The averap bol
only thinks of the translation, and wlîen he bus gotheu
sense of the passage lie is perfectly satisfied. Ho doms mt
trouble himself about or make an effort to remember the.
grammatical or other remarks which accompany the. transla
tion; hie bau got ail hie wanta, and there tbe matter rasta.,
But the mental discipline, secured by the habituai sud
strenuous struggle with difficultien and the confideS nce
one's powers acquired by à mastery of tb.., h. miem
entirely. The proximity of the kcy tb the dlfficulty In a
temptation too powerful to be resisted, and before h.ohbs
fairly grappled witb it, and wbile only consclous of lt4
stubborn and obstinate character, he consulta the not~es »d
the obstacle to bis progress in removed. Everytecr
knows that difficulties surmounted In this way do flot
permanently promote the advancement of the student., and
that facility in translation and an accurate acqualutanos
with the Latin language are flot thus obtained.

And again: We do not consider that annotated editions
of the classics in the hands of boys are of any assistano to
good teachers, but place tbem at a decided disadvantage.
Every bard construction, every peculiar word, readlng or
allusion is commented upon. The editor bas antlclpated
almost evcry remark which the teachor could niake In tUi
progres of the lesson, and bas, wlthout producing any
permanent impression, deprived tbe observation ofthtéi
tcacber of the interest wblcb arises from novelty, s»d that
concentration of attention so indispensable ln the studeui4
And tbus it Pot unfrequently bappene that the teacher lomes
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